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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ACORRESPONDENT points out that Brixton School of 
Building is to celebrate its Golden Jubilee in Novemter. p. 496 


501 


502 


A FINAL DRAFT of the RIBA Conditions of Engagement 
and Scale of Professional Charges is to be published in 
p. 499 


April. 


‘THE COUNCIL of the RIBA have decided candidates for 


the Intermediate and Final Examinations must have reached 
the minimum age of 19 and 21 respectively by the first day 


of the examination at which they present themselves. 


p. 499 


DETAILS of the organ now installed in the Royal Festival 
p. 501 


Hall are given on 


REFERENCE to the increase to 100 ft. height proposed for 
Metropolitan structures in the LCC General Powers Bill, 
now before Parliament, was made during the hearing of an 


appeal under the Tribunal of Appeal, reported on 


p.5 


09 


MOVING the second reading of the Town and Country 
Planning Bill on Monday, Mr. Macmillan outlined the new 


proposals for compensation which would be paid “ 
and when damage was done.”’ 


only 
p.5 


as 
16 


A FRENCH TOWER CRANE, to be used on a housing site 
p. 527 


at Wandsworth, is described. 


NEW LONDON BUILDING ACT 


AMENDMENTS proposed to the London Building Acts 

came before Committee No.1 of the House of Lords 
earlier this week in the form of the London County Council 
(General Powers) Bill. Of the proposed amendments to the 
Acts (summarised in The Builder of January 22 last) the chief 
is that by which the limit for the height of buildings is raised 
from 80 ft. to 100 ft., while abolishing the two storeys in the 
roof formerly permitted above 8o ft. 

The influence of this amendment on the planning and 
design of new blocks of offices and other buildings in London 
will be considerable, and it is highly desirable that the pro- 
visions of the Act should take effect with the least possible 
delay. At the earliest this cannot be before July. In the 
meantime there is some current confusion such as, for instance, 
arose last week in a case before the Tribunal of Appeal in 
which the Tribunal was considering an appeal under the 
London Building Acts against the proposed erection of a 
building 97 ft. high between Mark-lane and Seething-lane. 
The Tribunal’s decision will be given later, but the President 
has stated that it must be made in accordance with the statu- 
tory limits set out in the present Acts. At the present time, 
when many schemes for new buildings are on the stocks, the 
automatic granting of waivers during the interim period to 
developers who wish to go to the full roo ft. seems to be 
eminently desirable, once Parliament has approved this 
provision of the Bill. 


LITTER IN THE PARKS 


HIGHER levels of hygiene and lower standards of general 

tidiness are reflected in the increasing amount of litter 
deposited in the Royal Parks (and indeed every open space) by 
an unthinking public. 

The Minister of Works’ Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. John Rodgers, MP, will have no easy task in 
devising a cure for this recreational disease. Certain points 
will no doubt be in the minds of the Committee. First, the 
Royal Parks cannot be cured in isolation ; there is no good 
reason why untidy people should suddenly reform on entering a 
public open space, even one under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of Works, unless these open spaces are to be patrolled 
constantly and a fining system instituted. If people are to 
be tidy in the Parks they must also be tidy outside them. 
They must first learn to regard tidiness as a normal habit ; 
second, it must be made simple for them to put clean habits 
into practice. The first need, then, is for education in schools 
for children and for propaganda and example for adults ; 
the second essential is for suitable types of rubbish baskets 
and containers to be made available in adequate numbers 
and conveniently placed. Even a short tour of London 
streets and parks shows how difficult authority makes it to be 
tidy. A competition for various types of containers for streets 
and open spaces seems clearly called for. There must 
certainly be more than one sort of container, but all ought 
to be of a uniform colour or colours and nationally adopted. 
The arrangement of colours and possibly a device must be 
such as to make the container, whatever its shape, spell 
LITTER in Inverness or Bridport. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


TREES IN TOWNS 
seep etialaget so advice on the types of trees 


most suitable for growing in towns 
is contained in the last report of the 
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association, 
Denison House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge- 
road, SW1. 

The yeport refers to the “ butchery ”’ 
of well grown trees, which is, alas, an all 
too common sight and explains how the 
size of trees may be kept in bounds, or 
reduced without the tree being per- 
manently harmed or becoming an eyesore. 
Neglected squares present a_ special 
problem and the tendency has been to 
sweep away all the existing trees and 
replant. A better solution, says the 
report, will be found in leaving selected 
specimens and then replanting. This 
avoids a bare and unfriendly appearance 
and presents a repetition of the process 
at a later date. ‘Trees planted at the same 
time will mature and die together, succes- 
sional planting avoids this. This point 
was one made at the public meeting in 
Kensington, held to protest against the 
felling of the elms in Kensington Gardens 
and Hyde Park. 

The report is well illustrated with 
photographs of trees shown in relation- 
ship to buildings, and deserves study 
by all who are interested in the settings of 
the buildings they design or build. 


ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 


One of the features of the celebrations 
which are to take place at Rochester from 
May 17 to June 5 to mark the 1,350th 
anniversary of Rochester Cathedral, will 
be a special exhibition in the crypt (or 
undercroft). It is hoped to include 
exhibits from every cathedral in England. 
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The exhibition will help to raise money 
for the Cathedral Appeal Fund which 
now stands at £40,000. A further £20,000 
is needed. 


WINDOW FOR CANTERBURY 


GIVEN by the Freemasons of Kent, 
a Royal window in painted glass, designed 
by Sir Ninian Comper, has been com- 
missioned by the Dean and Chapter of 
Canterbury Cathedral. Measuring 25 ft. 
by 12 ft., it will be unveiled and dedicated 
in June, and will be placed in the north- 
west transept, where a window was 
shattered in the last war. 


BUILDING IN THE CITY 


Cracks which have developed in the 
north and east walls of St. Mary Abchurch 
in the City have raised fears as to the 
effect that new buildings with deep 
foundations may have on ancient City 
structures, particularly the Wren churches. 
Pumping operations for deep basements 
alter the water level, with consequent 
soil disturbances; the establishment of this 
fact led to the St. Paul’s Preservation Act 
of 1935 which controls underground 
works within a prescribed area about the 
cathedral. Contrary to reports, no general 
inquiry is in hand into the extent of the 
effect excavations for new City buildings 
may have on ancient structures, but 
Mr. Godfrey Allen, FSA, FRIBA, who is 
Surveyor to St. Mary Abchurch, as well 
as to St. Paul’s Cathedral, is to consult 
with the promoters of the near-by building 
development. 


HOUSING BROADCAST 


‘* Burtpinc A House 'To-pay’”’ is the 
title of a Schools broadcast to-day, 
March 19, at 2.20 p.m. in the BBC Home 





IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING THB REQUIRED HEAD OFFICE 
THIS SCHEME SOLVES OTHER. OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS 
Tue CENTRAL VERTICAL FEATURE WILL SATISFY RECURRENT 
DEMANDS FOR. THE REMOVAL OF NELSON AND WIS PILLA 

WITH THE SEA SO NEAR. NELSON WILL UNDOVETEDLY --- 








FRONT ELEVATION 


NEW HEAD OFFICE 
DUBLIN PORT AND DOCKS BOARD 


“+ EMICRATE ON ONE OF Tue STOUT CRAFT AT WAND TO 
FILL THE VACANCY THvS CREATED THe Bowl OF Licur is 
JO BE RESUARECTED RESTORED, RENOVATED, REUABIL- 
‘TATED, RE-BRECTBD AWD RE-LIT TO PROVIDE ALIGHTOF 
WELCOME TO ALL GHIPS THAT MAy PASS IN THE NIGHT 


Ji hc CARTHY 








THE DUBLIN PORT AND DOCKS BOARD RECENTLY HELD A COMPETITION FOR THE DESIGN 
OF A NEW HEAD OFFICE, TO BE BUILT ON A SITE ADJOINING THE CUSTOMS HOUSE AND THE 
STORE STREET BUS STATION. OUR ARCHITECT WAS LATE WITH THE ABOVE DESIGN. 


By courtesy of ‘‘ Dublin Opinion.”’ 


March 12° 1954 


Service. The programme is included jn 
the series called ‘‘ Looking at ‘J hings.’”” 
Kenneth Bayes has supplied the materia} 
for the script written by Christine Dudley 
in which an architect discusses with ‘ 
family the plan for their new home. 


AA RECEPTION 


THE ARCHITECTURAL  ASSOCIATION’s 
annual reception is to be held on 'T) .ursday, 
April 8, at 8.30 p.m. Exhibitions and 
dancing will continue until 1 a.m. Mem- 
bers are reminded that they should book 
for guests in advance as guest tickets will 
not be on sale at the door. 


NATIONAL PARKS CHAIRMAN 


THE MINISTER OF HousING and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
has appointed Lord Strang as chairman of 
the National Parks Commission in succes- 
sion to Sir Patrick Duff who, having held 
the chairmanship for over four years, is 
retiring at his own request. 


SUMMER SCHOOL AT BRUSSELS 


THE Institut Supérieur et International 
D’Urbanisme Appliqué has arranged to 
hold an international summer school at 
its premises in Brussels from August 17 to 
September 4. 


Architecture, planning and sociological 
subjects will be dealt with, the lectures 
being given by the Institute’s staff of 
professors so that the participants receive 
an authentic impression of the teaching 
methods employed in the Institute. 

Applications to attend the course should 
be made to D. Teresa Moutonnier, 
international relations officer to the 
Institute, 78, Avenue Mozart, Paris. 


ENGINEER’S RETIREMENT 


Mr. J. E. Lewis, Borough Engineer of 
Sunderland for nearly 20 years, is to 
retire next June. Before joining Sunder- 
land Corporation in 1935, Mr. Lewis had 
been with Leicester Corporation as deputy 
city engineer. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, March 18, 1854 
‘THREATENED STRIKE OF BRICKLAYERS 


AT LIVERPOOL.—At a recent meeting of | 


the dock committee, the chairman stated 
that a communication had been received 
from the contractors for the new ware- 
house now being erected at the Stanley 
Dock, praying for a fortnight’s delay of 
the works in consequence of being 
threatened with a strike of the bricklayers. 
The men now receive 4s. 8d. per day, and 
have demanded an advance to 5s. It 
was stated that the work is already twelve 
months in arrear. It was decided that 
no delay could be allowed. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


FALMOUTH SCHOOL RESULT 


Mr. Howarp Loss, CBE, FRIBA, 
assessor in the competition for a secondary 
school at Falmouth for Cornwall CC, has 
made his award in favour of the design sub- 
mitted by Messrs. Lyons, Israe! and Ellis, 
AA.RIBA, 26, Seymour-street, Wi. Theré 
were 272 entries. 
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NEW OFFICES ON 
ALBERT EMBANK- 
MENT. A model of the 
office block for the head- 
quarters of the National 
Dock Labour Board to be 
erected on the Albert Em- 
bankment, London, opposite 
the Tate Gallery. The 
building, which will be 111 ft. 
high, was recently the subject 
of an unsuccessful appeal 
by an adjoining owner 
against excessive height. A 
nverside terrace will be 
provided at first-floor level, 
which it is hoped will be 
extended southwards to form 


a link with another tall 
office building. The archi- 
tet is Mr. Frederick 


Gibberd,. CBE, FRIBA, 
and the consulting engineer 
is Mr. Felix Samuely. The 
structure will be of rein- 
forced concrete faced with 
Portland stone, except on 
the ground floor, where the 
facing will be marble. 
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PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. CRUICKSHANK AND SEWARD, chartered archi- 
tects and surveyors, move to-morrow (March 20) 
from their Princess-street, Manchester, offices to 
Royal London House, 196, Deansgate, Manchester, 3 
(telephone : Deansgate 6161). 


Mr. CHARLES H. Taytor, PP.IAAS, FIArb, FVI, 
er. srt + 3h will be removing on March 25 
from } 54, Victoria-street, SW1, to Francis House, 
Francis- goto § Westminster, Swi. His telephone 
nos. will be Victoria 5418/9 and Tate Gallery 8177/8 


COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 20 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PAINTERS IN WATER COLOURS.— 
Opening of 142nd Exhibition. 195, Piccadilly, W1. 
10a.m.to5 p.m. Continuing open until April 29. 
MONDAY, MARCH 22 
STUDENTS’ PLANNING GrouPp.—“ Planning for Educa- 
tion, % Miss M., B. Crowley, ARIBA. 28, King-street, 
WC2, 6.30 p.m, 
TUESDAY, MARCH 23 
RIBA.—* Changing Ideas - Coie with Some 
Technical Implications,’’ by Mes: L. Gloag and 
bo - Medd, AA.RIBA. 66, pote place, W1. 


RovaL Society OF Arts.—‘“ The Arts 1754-1954,” 
by Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, CBE. RSA, John Adam- 
street, WC2. 2.30 p.m 

RICS.— Problems of Re-settlement in New Com- 
munities,’’ by Mr. R. J. Allerton, FRICS. 12, Great 
George-street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY. —Descriptions 
Ys New Lighting Installations. 2, Savoy Hill, WC2. 

© p.m 


INSTITUTE OF _ —‘ Solar Energy for Water and 
Space Heating,” by Dr. A. Heywood. Institution of 
Mechanical il Bg Storey’s Gate, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—“ The New Town 
of Don Mills, Toronto,’’ by Mr. Derek Wren, ARIBA. 
34, Bedford-square, WC1. 6.15 p.m. 

TAAS.—L ecture on ‘Expert Witness and the 
Principles of Evidence.’? Eccleston Hotel, Eccleston- 
square, SW1. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—“ Personnel Management 
and Industrial Relations in the Building Industry,” 
Hang J. W. Laing, CBE. 48, Bedford-square, WC1. 

BRITISH Woop PRESERVING ASSOCIATION.—Brains 
bees on timber preservation. 66, Portland-place, W1. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 25 


a Structural Honesty,’”? by Mr. Ove Aru 
4, Bedford-square, WC1. opm ‘ a 


ICS Laas 

(JUNIOR ORGANISATION).— —* Plastics in Build- 

ing,” by Mr. H. H. Lusty, AMIEE. Talbot Restaurant, 
ndon Wal!, EC2. 7.40 p.m. 


gisstreriox OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Gap- 
TE HL. Aggregates in Vibrated Concrete,’ by Dr. 


ili 
4 rh illiams, 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


MANAGEMENT IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


am, ,—In his letter to you last week 

Sir Hugh Beaver, commenting upon 
your recent leader devoted to the British 
Institute of Management’s ESSO Fawley 
Refinery Report, has surely put his finger 
on the one cardinal lesson to be learned 
from this vast post-war project. Quite 
simply he pinpoints the pressing need in 
this country for detailed research to be 
undertaken into the whole range of current 
management practices and administrative 
techniques in the building industry. 
Such research should not be directed 
solely to the narrow field of site organ- 
isation but should embrace a critical 
examination of the management and 
conduct of all functions ,involved in 
building from the inception.of a project 
to ultimate completion and final payment. 
But to achieve any success in this direction 
the scope of management must be defined 
and the interdependent responsibilities 
of the partners in the team clearly analysed. 

The wide experience of the British 
Institute of Management, gained from 
active research into other industries, can 
undoubtedly be of immense assistance in 
this work. The announcement in your 
columns of impending informal talks 
between the officers of the Institute of 
Builders and the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers gives 
ground for hope that something tangible 
may emerge from these deliberations, 
particularly so far as education for manage- 
ment in building is concerned. 


Unlike your correspondent Mr. W. R. 
Herbert I strongly deprecate the sugges- 
tion which he makes for the formation 
of yet another Institute to represent the 
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building industry, whatever he may mean 
by that all-embracing term. The various 
professional institutions and employers’ 
organisations which at present exist are 
quite sufficient to meet all the needs of 
the industry, and joint research into the 
whole management function of building 
could do much to improve and stimulate 
those bodies and ensure that they fulfil the 
wider purposes of management co-ordina- 
tion and education for which, originally 
they may not have been formed but the 
demands of which are now inescapable. 

It is not always realised how much the 
whole pattern of industry has altered 
during the first half of this century. This 
re-patterning has come about as a result 
of the very changed demands that have 
been made upon the industry, by the 
numerous technical developments in de- 
sign and mechanisation which have taken 
place and the complete transformation 
of the social and economic scene. These 
factors have inevitably affected the re- 
lationships between all those who are 
engaged in building, and now impel us to 
reconsider the individual and _inter- 
dependent responsibility and function of 
each member of the construction team 
so that all may co-operate to work out @ 
form of management coalition best suited 
to the current building needs of the nation. 

It is obvious that architects are or should 
be concerned with the visual arts, but in 
addition to resolving the aesthetic, design. 
and planning problems which attend 
every building project they have the 
supreme responsibility of directing the 
work of everyone engaged both on and 
off the site. The efficiency with which 
such work is undertaken is a clear reflec- 
tion of the administrative skill and ability 
of each architect who by the very nature 
of his appointment should be the titular 
head of each building team. How im- 
portant, therefore, it is that architects 
should fully accept the fact that they are ar 
integral part of management in the build- 
ing industry, and that they should under- 
stand and learn.the business of manage- 
ment. In recent years this aspect of the 
architect’s role seems to have evaded any 
serious attention in architectural education. 

May one hope that your correspondents. 
may have some suggestions to offer as tO 
how research management in the building 
industry can be instigated and carried to- 
the point of practical application. 

Davip WoopBINE ParisH [FIOB]. 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, SW1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— In view of the universal acclama- 
tion given by the national Press and 
by your own newspaper to the report on 
the construction of the Esso Refinery at 
Fawley, I am perhaps leading with my 
chin when I cast doubts on its direct 
usefulness to management in the building 
industry. 

We are always impressed by big things. 
and Fawley was a big thing, but I have 
a sneaking sympathy for that minority 
of people interviewed who are reported 
as reluctant to admit that the Americans. 
had anything to teach the British in 
organisation. That is perhaps a swing to 
the other extreme but I find little in the 
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weport which makes me believe that a 
British organisation could not have 
sachieved the same results given the 
-opportunity—and at Fawley, opportunity 
meant pre-planning and cash. 

To my mind the function of manage- 
ment in the building industry is to co- 
ordinate labour, materials and plant to 
produce good building at the right time 
and the right price. The “ right price ’”’ 
is as important as the other objectives. 
What does the report tell us of the price 
of Fawley? Page 19 says ‘“‘ The most 
important aspect of control of the job in 
the field was regarded as control of 
achievement, not of cost.’’ Page 18 tells 
us that owing to the inexperience of 
British workers of refinery construction, 
it was estimated (and proved true) that 
British labour in the field would need 154 
man hours for a task that would require 
100 American man hours (and this despite 
the fact that ‘“‘ mechanical equipment of 
all kinds was used on a scale unusual in 
Britain ’’—page 15). Page 26 et seq. tell 
us of the special wage agreements, the 
guaranteed week of 44 hours and an 
attendance bonus, 42s. lodging allowance, 
the lucky Irishmen who could return 
home every twelve weeks and were 
allowed an extra day with pay (during 
‘which time lodging allowance continued 
to be paid), etc. Page 14 refers to the 70 
American supervisors, and of them says 
“‘they were very well paid, at least by 
British standards, and, in addition to their 
salaries, received a living allowance large 
enough to cover their expenses while in 
England.”’ 

Whether the price was right or wrong, 
it must have been a high one. To be fair 
to the report it does not set out to give a 
picture of costs, although to my mind to 
disregard the cost is to disregard part of 
management function. It does, however; 
set out to give a picture of organisation 
even if that organisation is expensive. 
But what was the site organisation at 
Fawley ? This can be discovered in part 
iby careful study but surely an organisation 
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chart could have given us a clearer 
picture. Did the fabulous Bob Cole, 
the project manager, deal direct with the 
70 supervisors ? From the daily General 
Instructions bulletins drawn up by him 
(‘‘ Mallory—what happened to the radial 
saw ?’’), it seems as though he did. 

Now, sir, I am not one of those people 
who criticise all things American and 
eulogise all things British—if I were, I 
would not be visiting the USA next 
month with the sole object of learning 
from them—but do not let us get carried 
away by a first-class piece of reporting. 
The achievement at Fawley was first and 
foremost speed of erection, and this stems 
to my mind from the pre-selection of the 
contractor and the early detailed planning 
by the team who were going to carry out 
the job. If, as I believe, such planning is 
the function of management, then the 
call to action so ably sounded in your 
leader of March 5, and supported by Sir 
Hugh Beaver in your last issue, must be 
a call not to builders only but to all 
members of the building team. 

I suggest that with the help and advice 
of the British Institute of Management, 
a conference representative of all interests 
be convened to investigate the application to 
the building industry of those fundamental 
principles of management already accepted 
and adopted in industry generally. 

If the Fawley report does nothing other 
than galvanise us into action, it will have 
served a very useful purpose. 

PETER TRENCH. 

1, Stanhope-gate, W1. 


INSTITUTES FOR BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to a letter which 
appeared in your columns last week, 
may I draw the attention of Mr. W. R. 
Herbert, and other interested persons, to 
the fact that such an Institute as he sug- 
gests has already been formed in the Build- 
ing Surveyors’ Institute. This body, 
which already has a considerable member- 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF AN INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE 
(showing how protection is afforded in all climates). 
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ship, is now preparing an education scheme 
and syllabus for entrance examinations, 
and, among other things, has made con. 
siderable progress towards achieving In- 
corporation. 

I am sure that this Institute would 
welcome inquiries from any person en- 
gaged in this branch of the industry. 

C. Line. 

39, Trent-road, 

Bitterne Park, Southampton. 


“ FASHIONITIS ”’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Reading your leading article last 
week on ‘“‘ Internationalism in Archi- 
tecture,”’ I felt that a new word is wanted 
to describe the sort of work you pilloried, 
The adjectives “modern”? and “ con- 
temporary’’ do not exactly describe it, 
for all the architecture of our time, 
whatever its form, is literally such, and 
we find ourselves putting the words in 
quotation marks or using adverbs such as 
““ so-called ’’ to make our meaning clear. 
That doughty controversialist, scholar 
and architect, the late Sir Reginald 
Blomfield, dismissed the whole modern 
movement with the contemptuous word 
** Modernismus,’’ which, however, never 
caught on. Not everyone agreed, of 
course, even 25 or 30 years ago, with the 
intransigence of Sir Reginald, for whom 
all progress ended with the Renaissance ; 
and even the most faithful devotees of 
tradition are willing nowadays to concede 
that architecture cannot stand still, and 
wish to see it develop on sound, progres- 
sive lines. ‘There is in this country, how- 
ever, and not only among the reaction- 
aries, a strong dislike of internationalism. 
Architecture must keep pace with genuine 
developments in the materials and tech- 
niques of building, but why cannot we 
be modern in our own way, instead of 
copying so slavishly the changing fashions 
of other countries ? 

A new word is wanted to isolate this 
magazine-fostered modernism. As ‘it ‘is 
clearly pathological in its nature, I suggest 
that it should be dubbed “ Fashionitis.” 
Perhaps some of your readers could 
suggest something better. 

PROGRESSIVE. 


PLANNING A VISIT TO USA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—If any of your readers had the 
opportunity of visiting America for 
4-5 weeks in the autumn, what would 
they be sure to see? In other words, if 
they were unrestricted, what programme 
would they follow in order to see and 
learn the maximum possible about building 
materials and developments in the USA? 
J. JAMES. 
216, Pampisford-road, S. Croydon, 
Surrey. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Brixton School of Building, the 
oldest building school in the country, 
celebrates its Golden Jubilee this year. 
We started modestly enough, a haridful 
of ambitious young craftsmen eager to 
learn more than the competitive produc- 
tion of their daily work could teach them. 
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The range of classes was small but the 
teachers were keen and far-seeing; the 
building was a disused swimming bath in 
Ferndale-road, Lambeth, and the year 
was 1904. Hitler accounted for the 
original -building in 1940 but the large 
extensions, together with two separate 
annexes, comprise the Brixton School of 
Building to-day. 

In these 50 years, some 30,000 individual 
students have passed through its class- 
rooms and workshops and there can be 
few large-scale building projects during 
the past half century with which its 
former students have not been associated. 


Some of our “old boys’’ we know 
about. But two wars have changed 
habits and addresses, and builders being 
by nature a wandering tribe, we have lost 
touch with many former students. 


We are planning our Jubilee celebra- 
tions to take place next November. 
These will include an exhibition, “‘ Fifty 
Years of Building Education,’ at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, WC1, to be 
opened by Sir David Eccles, MP, Minister 
of Works; an_ official dinner on 
November 12 ; a prize distribution ; and 
other occasions for meeting old friends 
and seeing the work of the new generation 
of builders. 


As principal of the school, I shall be 
very glad to hear from any of your 
readers who have associations with 
“Brixton’’ and, indeed, from any 
members of the industry who have the 
interests of technical education at heart, 
so that I may keep them informed person- 
ally of our plans. 


D. A. G. Rem, Principal. 
Ferndale-road, SW4. 


BONUSING MAINTENANCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Fairhead’s letter (your last 
issue) deals with one of our real 
problems. Bonus schemes ignore the 
temperament of the individual craftsman. 
No inducement will alter the pace of the 
good man, who is set in his ways. He will 
give a day’s work if the organisation per- 
mits him to do so. The solution, then, is 
with the key men, from the general fore- 
men down to the leading hands in the small 
gangs. 

The following method has worked well : 
Shares are allocated to such key men 
according to their standing in the firm. 
When accounts are complete they are 
summoned to a meeting controlled by the 
author. He can ensure confidence by 
explaining how net profit has been fixed. 
A percentage of this is set aside for shares 
and a dividend declared. 


The lump sum is of more benefit, and 
the recipient feels he is really a partner. 
By this method the employer avoids 
paying out on the good jobs while carrying 
all the loss on the bad ones. Organisation 
is tightened up and the key men seek not 
only to avoid waste and delay in their 
own sections but take a general interest 
in all the work. 

R. A. REED, Director, 
Dean and Walker. 


Copyhold, Bury, Pulborough. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE EXTENSION, MAIDSTONE 


Architect 
CLIFFORD WORTHINGTON, FRIBA 


HE scheme for this department store 
extension at Maidstone, for Messrs. 
T. C. Dunning and Sons, Ltd., consists 
of four storeys totalling some 50,000 ft. 
sup. of additional floor area which, with 
the existing store, will occupy a complete 
block of buildings surrounded on three 
sides by Week-street, Faith-street and 
Market-street, as shown on the accompany- 
ing block plan. "The scheme will embody 
furniture showrooms and workshops on 
the ground floor, restaurant with kitchen 
and canteen facilities on the third floor, 
and the intervening storeys housing food 
hall, administration and extensive sales 
areas for the different departments, thus 
ultimately providing the largest store in 
this area and perhaps the largest 
post-war private building scheme in 
Kent. Full advantage will be taken of 
site possibilities and exigencies with 
regards goods despatch and reception 
with consequent simplification of vehicular 
traffic circulation around these streets. 

The construction briefly consists of a steel 
frame on mass concrete lightly reinforced 
pier foundations over blue clay subsoil, with 
stanchions machined to bloom bases, the whole 
supporting shell concrete barrel roofs over the 
restaurant, brick panel walls with a curtain 
wall of glass to Faith-street hung to steelwork, 
with aluminium boxed mullions in reinforced 
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reconstructed concrete framed surround with 
purpose-made aluminium sashes and sichel- 
glazed fluted asbestos cement panel fillings, 
a feature which represents the counterpart 
of the structural steel frame and a develop- 
ment consequent upon multi-storey con- 
struction. Floor slabs are of hollow precast 
concrete units combined with a system of 
reinforced in situ concrete with suspended 
ceilings of acoustic tiles. 

Free circulation and fluidity are themes 
around which the planning revolves with 
broad staircases and lifts generously disposed 
and these, with the influencing factors of 
statutory regulations governing structure, fire 
resistance and emergency means of escape 
combined with the efficient servicing of all 
departments with adequate space heating, 
thermal insulation, preventive methods of 
noise transmission, furnishing, overall illum- 
ination and, lastly, psychological use of colour 
in decor all play their part in this scheme. 

The main facade, as illustrated in the 
model, suggests the possibilities of a type of 
architecture which is rapidly becoming 
reminiscent of the mid-twentieth-century 
idiom born of post-war resources in building 
technique to overcome ever-increasing build- 
ing costs. The character of the building is 
expressed by its large fenestration which 
suggests the spatial sales and showroom areas: 
and ample daylighting associated with depart- 
ment stores. 

Harmony with the existing elevations is 
achieved by continuing the use of red-brown 
facing bricks to form a “‘ link ” ; the different 
parts, such as staircases with crush landings, 
lift towers and the major section of sales. 
areas, are distinguished on the street elevation 
creating an architectural character with a 
rhythm, yet paying strict attention to the 
alignment of the existing structure. The 
scheme has been licensed in its entirety ; 
building work has commenced and, since it 
will be carried out on the basis of a phased 
programme for convenience of the building 
owners, it is anticipated that completion will 
be reached within a period of three years. 
The quantity surveyor is Mr. Peter Lawrence, 
ARICS, and the builders, Messrs. Mills 
and Sharp, Ltd. 
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RECONSTRUCTION IN WESTERN GERMANY 


A Lecture at the Architectural Association 


How reconstruction is going ahead in 

Western Germany was illustrated by 
lantern slides accompanying a lecture given 
at the Architectural Association, 36, Bedford 
Square, WC1, on March 4. At an informal 
meeting, Mr. RoLF RosNeER, ARIBA, spoke 
of what he had seen in a journey from Bonn 
to Hamburg. His first impression in Bonn, 
he said, set the pattern for the towns after- 
wards visited. There was a complete, even 
a lavish reconstruction of the town centre, 
the restoration of numerous buildings of 
historic interest and the development of a 
number of pleasantly designed housing 
estates in the outskirts. Tower cranes and 
cement silos were used even on small sites. 
Large bomb-blasted areas had been levelled, 
the days of rubble concrete were nearly over, 
and builders were again relying on more 
traditional materials. Bonn had been less 
damaged than larger towns; in Cologne, of 
252,000 pre-war dwellings only about 20,000 
had remained undamaged. Generally, he 
felt that rebuilding had not gone very far. 
In Bonn and elsewhere he had noticed two 
labour-saving devices in the new buildings. 
One was that mail was delivered by the 
postman into a series of lockers on the 
ground floor, and the other was that electric 
meters were built in convenient places for 
inspection at each landing of the public 
staircase. He had been impressed by the 
activities of a non-profit-making housing 
association which had reconditioned most of 
its pre-war properties and was building new 
estates. 


WIDESPREAD RECONSTRUCTION 


Thirty miles upstream from Bonn was 
Leverkusen with the gigantic chemical works 
of Bayer, and here in widespread reconstruc- 
tion housing had a large share. This town 
was well known for the contemporary style 
of its pre-war architecture. Here, and in 
many other places, external finishes con- 
sisted of a light overall rendering which 
became monotonous in spite of superb 
craftsmanship. In Germany the use of bold 
colours was rarely understood. In this town 
of only 70,000 inhabitants a hospital to cost 
£1,000,000 had been started and was to be 
followed by two large trade schools. 
Diisseldorf was with Essen the traditional 
seat of the industrial and economic head- 
quarters steering Ruhr industry. The variety 
of finishes—German marble, limestones, 





A block of one-room flats for single women at Duisburg. 


slates and hardburnt bricks—was refreshing 
to behold. So was the degree of craftsman- 
ship, but he could see little of the new 
housing, which seemed to consist substan- 
tially of infilling between existing blocks. 
At this town he had visited an exhibition 
dealing with rationalisation in industry; 
Germany was following us up at an increas- 
ing pace, and in building site equipment had 
forged ahead. 


RUHR MINERS’ ROLE 


In the development of German exports 
the Ruhr mister played a vital role, and 
everything was being done to make him 
comfortable. Numerous housing estates had 
been built by powerful combinations of city 
administration, miners’ housing trust and 
regional planning authority. America had 
also contributed millions of pounds, making 
stipulations regarding the location of dwell- 
ings, and as to whether they should be let or 
sold to occupants. 

Some miles west of Hagen lay Gevelsberg 
where a leading firm of stove manufacturers 
was erecting for its employees a large hill- 
side estate of attractive design. Here in one 
eight-storey point block young single workers 
were to be accommodated two or three to 
each room; cooking facilities would be pro- 
vided on each floor; and there would be 
numerous showers and baths in the semi- 
basement. In this estate flats predominated. 
The open country being so near, an English 
estate would have consisted of houses and 
gardens. 

Of Hanover, Mr. Rosner said the business 
centre had been completely rebuilt, but the 
conception seemed unimaginative. In this 
city he had visited five housing schemes. In 
one case the landowners in the completely 
damaged central area had agreed to a redivi- 
sion of their plots in a planned redevelop- 
ment, and to-day the site was bordered by 
three- and five-storey blocks, while in the 
centre two-storey terrace houses were clus- 
tered round the ancient church which was 
the focal point of the scheme. 

Of Hamburg, Mr. Rosner said that of 
555,000 pre-war dwellings 277,000 had been 
destroyed and 170,000 damaged. But in 
many instances the shells of buildings had 
survived, and this had facilitated the recon- 
struction of 60,000 dwellings, with a conse- 
quent saving of from 20 to 30 per cent. 
In September a 14-storey block of flats had 
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been commenced. Sliding shuttering was 
used, and in not more than ten days the 
monolithic concrete structure had been 
raised from first to top floor; work was 
carried on day and night. The association 
responsible (Neue Heimat, trade union 
sponsored) was embarking on enormous hous. 
ing estates on the rural fringe of the city, 
At Hohnerkamp 1,520 houses were to be 
erected and at Farmsen 350 out of 2,000 had 
already been built. Hohnerkamp would con- 
tain only three different types of dwellings 
and Farmsen only five. It was hoped to re. 
duce costs by 17 per cent. as compared with 
a more varied type of estate, but it would 
be impossible to avoid monotony. 


SCHEME AT GRINDELBERG 


Mr. Rosner said the Grindelberg scheme 
in Central Hamburg was one of the most re- 
markable of post-war developments, and he 
had found it a fascinating experience to walk 
among its generously spaced ten- and 15- 
storey blocks. One of the 15-storey blocks 
had been built in 12 months and one of the 
ten-storey blocks in ten months, the contrac- 
tor either running up his hoists in the lift 
shafts or through temporary openings in the 
floors. Completed steel frames were ex- 
ternally clad with the aid of double-decker 
cradles which, covering half the length of a 
block, were slowly raised from the ground 
floor. The centre third of one 15-storey 
block was occupied by the municipal district 
offices and the outer two-thirds by one-room 
flats. 

In an experimental estate at Siilldorf 
rationalisation had made possible the com- 
pletion of four dwellings a day. A very 
simple method of prefabrication had been 
used, and in comparison with an experimental 
terrace of identical dwellings built in ordinary 
bricks the new method had reduced costs 
by nearly one-fifth. 


LITTLE PREFABRICATION 


But, generally, Mr. Rosner had found 
German technicians not much concerned 
with prefabrication. They preferred improv- 
ing traditional methods. Site organisation 
was improved through increased mechanisa- 
tion, and carefully planned phasing of con- 
secutive operations, while machinery, imple- 
ments and materials were distributed in an 
orderly manner during construction. Essen- 
tially, this amounted to the introduction of 
the factory mass-production system into the 
building industry which so far, even in many 
highly developed countries, remained archaic. 

Of housing generally in Germany, Mr. 
Rosner said that more than one-fifth of the 
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A club for young workers at Leverkusen. 
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dwellings existing before the war had been 
badly damaged or destroyed, but now 
approximately a quarter of the totally 
destroyed buildings had been reconstructed 
and many of the lesser damaged had been 
repaired. At the beginning of 1953, the 
number of dwellings required amounted to 
more than 4,000,000, of which about 
3,000,000 were urgently needed for families. 
Of the dwellings completed in 1952, 72 per 
cent, were new buildings, 20 per cent. were 
reconstructions and 8 per cent. alterations 
and extensions. German output was now 91 
houses per 10,000 of the population, while 
British output was only 47 per 10,000. But 
when comparing these figures quantity 
should be modified by factors of quality. Of 
the 300,000 dwellings completed in Germany 
in 1952 with the aid of public funds 74 per 
cent. were three- or four-room dwellings, and 
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the average area of such houses was from 
480 to 580 sq. ft. if an extra of about 40 
sq. ft. was allowed for storing and laundering 
facilities. This might be compared with four- 
or five-room houses, exclusive of kitchen, 
with floor areas of from 750 to over 1,000 
sq. ft., which formed the bulk of the British 
post-war output. It should also be noted 
that the large majority of the new German 
dwellings were flats although their inhabit- 
ants were just as keen to have gardens of 
their own as were people in this country. 

A striking fact was the number of single- 
person dwellings recently built. Sixteen per 
cent. of all dwellings completed in 1952 had 
one or two rooms inclusive of kitchen. The 
average area of a one-room flat with 
kitchenette and bathroom was 260 sq. ft. It 
was unlikely that such flats would be occu- 
pied by single women only. Numerous mar- 
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The shallow pool of an open-air bath near Hagen. 


ried couples, sometimes even with a child, 
would live in them. 

Imaginative housing authorities sometimes 
built schemes where some of the flats could 
be amalgamated at a later date. There were 
also duplex houses in outer suburban cottage 
estates. Such a house now accommodated 
the owner or tenant on the gronnd-floor and, 
at any rate for the time being, a refugee 
family upstairs. 


The number of houses or other dwellings 
completed in the Federal Republic in 1953 
has been officially announced to be 515,000. 
This is 19 per cent, more than the number 
completed in 1952, which was 443,000. At 
the end of December 320,000 dwelling units 
were under construction, this being 25,000 
more than 12 months earlier. 





RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


THE following notes are taken from the 
‘* minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on March 2:— 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Ministry of Works Building and Civil En- 
gineering Regional Joint Production Com- 
mittees: Region No. 10: Nomination of 
RIBA Representative. Mr. H. M. Fair- 
hurst (A) in place of Mr. E. S. Benson (F), 
resigned. 


Institution of Water Engineers Research 
Group on Internal Plumbing: RIBA Repre- 
sentative. Mr. A. H. Ley (F) in place of Mr. 
Denzil Nield (A), resigned. 


RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Liverpool Architectural Society: RIBA Re- 
presentative on Jury to consider Award. Mr. 
G. B. Howcroft (F), President, Manchester 
Society of Architects. 


Chairmanship of the Allied Societies’ Con- 
ference. At the meeting held on February 
2, Mr. F. Charles Saxon (F) was elected 
Chairman of the Conference for the Session 
1954-1955. He will thus become a Vice- 
President RIBA and a member of the Coun- 
cil under the provision of By-law 28(b). 


Mr. J. R. McKay (F), RSA. The cordial 
Congratulations of the Council were conveyed 
to Mr. J. R. McKay (F) on his election as 
an Academician of the Royal Scottish 
Academy. 


Completion of Premises Fund. The Secre- 
lary reported that under the provisions of 


the will of the late Henry M. Fletcher (F), 
the sum of £100 had been bequeathed to the 
RIBA free of any conditions. It was agreed 
that in accordance with the standing resolu- 
tion of the Council, this sum be credited to the 
Completion of Premises Fund. The Council 
also heard with appreciation that Mr. Harry 
Barrett (A) (USA) had sent a donation of 
£3 to the Completion of Premises Fund. 


RIBA Conditions of Engagement and Scale 
of Professional Charges. The Council con- 
sidered a report from the Practice Committee 
covering the comments received from the 
general body of members on the draft Condi- 
tions of Engagement and Scale of Profes- 
sional Charges published in the Journal for 
December, 1953. Arising from these com- 
ments a number of amendments were 
approved by the Council. It was agreed that 
a final draft of the document should be pre- 
pared for publication in the April Journal 
with a view to the new Scale, as finally ap- 
proved, coming into effect from June 1, 1954. 


Intermediate and Final Examinations 


THE Councit of the RIBA have decided 
that as from July 1 next, candidates for the 
Intermediate and Final Examinations shall 
be required to have reached the minimum 
age of 19 and 21 respectively by the first 
day of the examination at which they present 
themselves. 


This regulation supersedes the existing 
regulation whereby candidates were required 
to have reached the appropriate minimum 
age limit by the closing date announced for 
the receipt of applications for admission to 
the particular examination at which they 
wished to present themselves. 


Relegated Candidates 


THE RIBA CounciL have also decided that 
as from January 1 next, candidates who do 
not pass in at least two of the following 
subjects of Part 2—B1 (General Construc- 
tion), B2 (Theory of Structures), C (Hygiene 
and Specialised Requirements of Building) 
and D (Specifications and the Properties and 
Uses of Building Materials) will be required 
to take those four subjects again at a sub- 
sequent sitting. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
Mr. George Grosvenor’s Comments 


SPEAKING at a meeting of the Council of 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
yesterday (March 18), Mr. G. W. Gros- 
VENOR, president of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, said: “It is 
no secret that for some time builders have 
been anxious about the facilities for train- 
ing our future managers and executives in 
the industry. Building, no less than other 
progressive and competitive industries, is 
going through a period of rapid develop- 
ment and there is an urgent need to establish 
up-to-date facilities on a country-wide basis. 

“For these reasons my federation wel- 
comes the recent invitations to confer on 
these and allied matters with the Institute 
of Builders. It has always been our desire 
that the arrangements for the training of 
building contractors should be efficient and 
in keeping with the needs of the time, and 
that the Institute of Builders should have 
equal standing with examining bodies of 
other industries and professions. That is 
the spirit in which we shall approach the 
forthcoming discussions.” 





BOOKS 


«» Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include Is. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





THE NEw SMALL House. By F, R. S. Yorke 
and Penelope Whiting. (London: The 
Architectural Press.) Price 25s. net. 


THIS BOOK is a collection of 64 examples 
of “small houses ” built since 1939. Most 
are English, but a few specimens from the 
United States and Continental countries are 
included. The term “small house,” which 
used to be reserved for the individual house 
designed for the private client, is here ex- 
tended to include local authority housing, 
a trailer, some prefabs. and a couple of con- 
verted barges. Although the authors seem 
to regret that not many of the examples 
“have an appearance that expresses a new 
way of living,” most of them are of the 
severe-looking, flat-roofed modern’ type 
which, to the present reviewer at least, com- 
pare unfavourably in appearance with the 
more traditional examples shown. 


Controls and the high cost of building 
have ensured closer attention to house plan- 
ning, which is now more compact than it 
used to be; for example, the living-room 
with dining space seems to be well on the 
way to becoming standard practice. 
American influence, too, seems to be affect- 
ing interiors, two or three of the houses 
illustrated exhibiting in their living-rooms 
large areas of bare brickwork. This, one 
may hope, is no more than an “arty” 
fashion which will soon pass away. 


The introduction includes some useful ex- 
cerpts and plans from the MOHLG Housing 
Manuals, and each house is accompanied by 
plans and brief descriptive notes. 


1HE New ARCHITECTURE IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
By Edward D. Mills, FRIBA. (London: 
The Standard Catalogue Co., Ltd.) Price 
40s. net. 


THIS BOOK is intended to serve as a per- 
manent record of some important new 
buildings in the contemporary manner com- 
pleted in this country since 1945. Sir 
William Holford gives it his blessing in a 
thoughtful introduction, and the author, 
after a preface and a short illustrated survey 
of the early years of the modern movement 
(1925-46), then illustrates, describes and com- 
ments critically upon 15 buildings, his own 
personal selection. These are as follows:— 
Private House, Malden, Surrey (Tayler and 
Green), “Brett Manor” Flats, Hackney, 
London (Edward D. Mills), Aircraft 
Assembly Buildings, Filton, Bristol (Eric 
Ross), Two Houses, Chichester, Sussex 
(Powell and Moya), Miulti-storey Flats, 
Finsbury, London (Tecton), Rubber Factory, 
Brynmawr, Mon. (Architects’ Co-Partner- 
ship), Hampden Secondary School, Oxhey, 
Herts (C..H. Aslin and W. A. Henderson), 
Royal Festival Hall, London (Robert H. 
Matthew and J. L. Martin), “The Lawn” 
Flats, Harlow, Essex (Frederick Gibberd), 
Trinity Church, Lansbury, Poplar, London 
(C. C. Handisyde and D. R. Stark), The 
Dome of Discovery, London (Ralph Tubbs), 
The Susan Lawrence School, Lansbury 
(F. R. S. Yorke, E. Rosenberg and C. S. 
Mardall), South Africa Travel Centre, Pic- 
cadilly, London (James Cubitt and Partners), 
Village School, Little Wymondley, Herts. 


THE BUILDER 


(Richard Sheppard and Partners), and 
Multi-storey Flats, ‘Churchill Gardens,” 
Pimlico, London (Powell and Moya). 


Each building is fully illustrated by photo- 
graphs and technical drawings, and por- 
traits and brief biographical particulars of 
the architects whose work is illustrated are 
given. If the content does not fully satisfy 
the title of the book (it will be seen that 
12 of the buildings are in or around London 
and only one outside England), one can, 
nevertheless, congratulate the author on the 
interest of his selection and the quality of 
his text, and the publishers on the general 
excellence of the production. It is hoped 
to publish further similar volumes from 
time to time. 


DECORATION AND FURNITURE. VOL; af. 
PRINCIPLES OF MODERN DESIGN. By Bruce 
Allsopp, ARIBA. (London: Sir Isaac Pit- 
man and Sons, Ltd.) Price 70s. net. 


THE SUB-TITLE of this, the second of Mr. 
Allsopp’s two volumes on decoration and 
furniture, should not be taken too literally, 
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for the author is not greatly concerned With 
modern design in the revolutionary senge. 
in fact, he stresses the virtues of good design 
of all periods. In 16 chapters he covers 
virtually the whole field of internal decora. 
tive design, mainly though, not wholly from 
the esthetic aspect. The book is intended 
chiefly for the amateur, to whom it offers 
a great deal of practical information ang 
sound advice, but it should appeal also to 
the serious student of the subject. 

One of the most valuable chapters is that 
on Colour, which is accompanied by a colour 
chart and a number of admirable coloyr 
reproductions. The book also contains 
numerous half-tone and line illustrations, 
ranging from the medieval to the contem- 
porary. The line drawings are by Mr. Ken- 
neth E. Graham and Mr. David Rock. Those 
of Mr. Graham are vigorous examples of 
architectural pen and ink, while those of 
Mr. Rock are of a humorous kind, some- 
what in the Emett manner, and seem ont 
of place in a work such as this. The book 
is handsomely produced. G. J. H, 





Royal Festival Hall Organ 


(Concluded from facing page.) 


console which can be movable, and suitable 
loud-speaker positions. There are also wind 
instruments of various kinds placed behind 
grilles or screened by arrays of pipes. ‘The 
position of these organs has again produced a 
number of alternative arrangements ; some- 
times they have been split and placed on 
either side of the orchestra; in other cases 
they have been placed above the orchestra 
reflector. 

The type of the organ and its positioning are 
both clearly related to the importance given 
to the instrument by the sponsors of the hall 
and its advisers and designers. ‘The use of 
the organ in a concert hall has been a subject 
of dispute. It has been contended that organ 
recitals in themselves are very poorly attended; 
and that the instrument is seldom used as a 
solo instrument, but is needed only in associa- 
tion with the orchestra for a limited number of 
works. These arguments usually conclude 
with the idea that the organ is best heard in 
the cathedral, which alone can give the most 
suitable acoustic conditions. 

The London County Council, in 1948, 
appointed Mr. Ralph Downes as their organ 
consultant, and it is his refutation of these 
arguments and his conviction of the import- 
ance of the organ, both for solo and orchestral 
work, which have given rise to the position 
and the type of instrument which is now 
installed in the Festival Hall. In the first 
case, Mr. Downes has insisted on an instru- 
ment with a wide range and beauty of tone. 
‘This has produced several important features : 

(1) It is implicit that the organ must 
have a favouraple position; this, in Mr. 
Downes’s view, is a _ central position 
behind the orchestra where the full range 
can produce a unison of sound like that of 
the orchestra itself. 

(2) Mr. Downes also holds that wind- 
chests and their associated pipe arrange- 
ments should be placed where they can 
contribute most effectively to the best 
balance of sound and that any form of 
screening interferes with the qualities of 
their speech. This means that what is 
heard is also to a large extent displayed. 

(3) It also means that the visual display 
of pipes to a considerable extent arises from 
musical requirement. But this exposed 
arrangement of speaking pipes in turn gives 
new possibilities for visual effect. 

It is only fair to say that there are, of course, 
conflicts between these requirements and the 
requirements of the orchestra itself. It would 


have been desirable from a purely orchestral 
point of view to have reflectors immediately 
behind and over the orchestra. The necessity 
to place the organ in a central and dominating 
position made this an impossibility. On 
the other hand, the suspended canopy neces- 
sary for the orchestra was considered to be not 
entirely favourable to the organ itself. But 
there are many ways in which the organ and 
the auditorium are complementary—the one 
enhancing the other. For instance, the 
acknowledged clarity in the acoustics of the 
hall is well suited to an instrument which 
has been designed with great regard for clarity 
of tone. The freely arranged groups of pipes 
have an affinity with their setting in the audi- 
torium itself, where again the forms have 
their origins in acoustic considerations. 

The organ chamber itself is some 60 ft. 
long and 17 ft. deep, and is maintained at a 
relative humidity of 70 degrees. The ceiling, 
which continues the sloping line of the main 
ceiling, averages 24 ft. high. In all, it con- 
tains some 7,000 pipes ranging from 9 in. 
to 32 ft. in height and from + in. to 18 in. 
in diameter. The finish to the pipes is spotted 
metal (containing not less than 50 per cent. tin) 
and pure tin. For the purposes of convenient 
arrangement it has been necessary to design 
the organ on two levels.* 

Messrs. Harrison and Harrison, of Durham, 
are the organ builders and their tender was 
accepted in June, 1949. It was known that 
the building of the organ would take some 
three years and that the auditorium would 
therefore be used for some _ considerable 
time before the installation of the instrument 
itself. The auditorium had consequently to 
be designed in two stages. ‘This was achieved 
by the use of a sliding folding screen which 
concealed the organ during ‘its construction. 
The folding screen made it possible for the 
organ front to be opened up for the voicing 
which has taken place during many nights in 
the past year. It has also made it possible 
to obtain some measure of acoustic conditions 
with the screen both opened and closed, and 
whilst it was felt at one time that the organ 
might affect the acoustics of the hall, this 
possibility now seems to be unlikely. 

The folding screen can therefore be left 
open during orchestral performances so that 
the full depth of the auditorium can | 
appreciated and so that the organ itself, with 
its special lighting, forms a focal point behind 
the orchestra. 





Se 
* The instrument has five manual departments: the 


Great organ, solo organ, positive, swell and indepen- 
dent pedal organ. It is controlled by four keyboards 
(61 notes), 24 octaves of concave and radiating pedals 
(32 notes) and 102 speaking stops and 18 couplers, 
making 120 drawstops. 
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Royal Festival Hall Organ 


THE VISUAL EFFECT OF PIPES 


Architect to the LCC 
JF. L. MARTIN, MA, Ph.D, FRIBA 


Organ Consultant 
RALPH DOWNES, MA, B.Mus(Oxon), ARCM 


Organ Builders 
HARRISON & HARRISON 


HE London County Council has always intended 
to provide a fine organ in the Royal Festival Hall. 

The auditorium was therefore planned with the organ 
as an essential element, and this feature conditioned 
many aspects of the main design. In considering the 
provision of an organ it is necessary in the first instance 
to ask “what type of organ?” and “what position 
should it occupy in the auditorium?” Concert halls 
have been provided with various forms of organ. There 
is, for instance, the electronic instrument where the 
arch'tectural problem is merely one of arranging for a 

(Continued on previous page.) 
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View from Copthorne-road. 


BROMLEY HOUSE OLD PEOPLE’S HOME, SHREWSBURY 


County Architect, Salop 
C. H. SIMMONS, ARIBA 


| etiam HOUSE is the sixth old people’s home 

to be opened in Shropshire since 1948, but 
whereas the homes already opened have been provided 
by adapting existing properties, Bromley House has 
been specially designed and built for the purpose— 
one of the first of its kind in the country. The site, 
which is about a mile from the centre of the town, 
was carefully selected to enable residents to lead as 
full a life as possible, with easy access to the shops and 
other amenities. 


The building is laid out in a semi-quadrangular 
form and there is accommodation for 37 persons of 
both sexes and three resident staff ; married couples 
can be accommodated, and those who find stairs 
difficult have bedrooms on the ground floor. 


The ground floor provides three common rooms, a 
dining-room, interviewing room, drying room, six 
single bedrooms, two double bedrooms and a bedroom 
for three persons which can be divided by a folding 
partition into a double and a single room as required. 
The dining-room is furnished with small tables, each 
seating four, and one of the walls can be used as a 
cinematograph screen. 


On the first floor there are 16 single bedrooms, 
four double bedrooms, a sewing room, linen room 
and three staff rooms. A utility room is provided on 
both floors. All bedrooms have separate wash-hand 
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Builders 
W. HIGLEY & SON 


basins with hot and cold water supplies. Electric 
call bells and fire alarm systems are also provided 
throughout. ‘The wrought-iron balconies at the front 
and sides of the building, whilst forming an elevational 
feature, also provide a means of escape in case of fire. 


Construction is in load-bearing brickwork with 
11-in. cavity external walls, precast concrete suspended 
floors, and a trussed timber roof covered with inter- 
locking roofing tiles. The central heating is by low- 
pressure boiler and radiators with open fires in the 
three common rooms. 


The cost of the home was £26,640, representing 
£720 per place for 37 old people, or if the three 
resident staff are included, £666 per place. The 
building was designed in the Salop County Architect’s 
Department. Following is a list of the main sub- 
contractors : 


Facing bricks, Blockleys, Ltd., Shropshire; metal 
windows, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., Smethwick ; 
roofing tiles, Colthurst Symons, Ltd., Somerset; floor 
coverings, Semtex, Ltd., Birmingham, and Standard 
Pavements, Ltd., Birmingham; wrought ironwork, 
Davies (Atlas Foundry), Ltd., Shrewsbury, and Wm. 
Haywood and Sons, Ltd., Wolverhampton; suspended 
floors, Tarmac, Ltd., Wolverhampton ; central heating, 
J. H. Heath and Co., Shrewsbury ; electrical installation, 
Midlands Electricity Board ; suspended ccilings, Structural 
Insulation, Ltd., London. 
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View from south-east. 
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BROMLEY HOUSE OLD PEOPLE’S HOME, SHREWSBURY 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 


. SINGLE BEDROOMS. 

2 
. DOUBLE BEDROOMS. ~ 
. BEDROOM FOR ‘THREE PERSONS 13. 


KEY TO PLAN 10. 


WITH DIVIDING SCREEN. 14, 
. STAFF BEDROOMS. 15. 
. STAFF SITTING Rooms 16. 
. SMOKE Room. 17. 
. COMMON Room. 18. 
. LIBRARY. 19. 


. DINING Room. 20. 
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View of Ainsworth House from Abbey-road. 


FLATS ON THE AINSWORTH ESTATE, BOUNDARY ROAD, NW3 


for London County Council 


Architects 


ANDERSON, FORSTER & WILCOX, FF.RIBA 


Assistant Architects HIS scheme, which was carried out during the 

¥. S. NEISH, AADip., ARIBA period September, 1950, to May, 1953, com- 
A. IKIN, ARVIA, ARAIA prises seven blocks of flats containing a total of 180 

G. E. P. DAY, AADip., ARIBA dwellings on a site of approximately five acres at a 
density of 37 dwellings to the acre. The blocks are 

Quantity Surveyors disposed in three open courtyards, the four blocks at 

E. C. HARRIS AND PARTNERS right angles to Boundary-road being five storeys in 


height and those parallel to the road six storeys. 


Ciinitites Miameaees A ring service road running behind the blocks gives 





access to the 16 staircases and lifts. "There are two 









R. TRAVERS MORGAN AND PARTNERS laundries planned between adjoining blocks of flats, 
: : and along the rear boundary are a tenants’ club room 
Clerk of Works and hobbies room, a children’s fitted playground, 
H. OLIVER 90 storage sheds, 18 garages and 30 garden plots a!! 
separated from the adjoining Eyre Estate properties 
Builders by a 7-ft. high brick wall. The accommodation pri 





WILLIAM MOSS AND SONS, LTD. vided is as follows : 
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View of Besant and Fielding Houses. Below : Edgeworth and Stevenson Houses. 
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plans. 


Layout 
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A typical entrance. 


Rooms I II III IV V 
Number of flats 11 22 69 58 20 
Percentage 5 10 40 35 10 


The entrance staircases are identical and are 
designed to fit any combination of flats. They are 
tiled in cream wall tiling to the full height and con- 
tain passenger lift, dust chute served from the half- 
landings, and fuel hoppers next to the entrance doors 
of flats. All the flats have private sun balconies and 
balconies at the rear, the latter providing an additional 
amenity to the kitchens and a feature to the rear 
elevations. Habitable rooms are generally planned 
with south or west aspects overlooking the »lanted 
areas, while kitchens, bathrooms and small bedrooms 
are on the other side of a spine wall. The entrance 
to each staircase and lift has a canopy over, continuing 
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the roof of the dust chamber, and is panelled in coloured 
tiles and provided with flower boxes and flush swing 
doors with circular panels. 


Hot water supply in the flats is by back boiler to the 
gas-ignited coke open fires in the living-rooms, with a 
short run to a lagged copper cylinder which is also 
provided with an immersion heater for summer use. 
A bookcase fitting in the living-rooms conceals the 
flow and return pipes. All flats are carcassed for gas 
and electricity, bedrooms having gas or electric fires, 
kitchens points for gas or electric cookers and refrigera- 
tors and gas water heaters. Radio relay points are 
provided in each living-room. Bedrooms, generally, 
are provided with wardrobe cupboards, and _ halls 
with hat and coat and fuel cupboards. 


Kitchens are fitted with EJMA type broom and 
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china cupboards with work-top and vegetable racks, 
and the sinks are fitted with pot, pan and lid racks and 
space for refrigerator under the draining board. 
Kitchen walls have coloured cement glazed dadoes 
and tiling over sinks. Windows are metal casements 
set flush with the face of the walls in the case of the 
bedrooms and are recessed with stone heads and cills 
in the living-rooms. The internal cills are heather 
quarry tiles and pelmet boards are provided at window 
heads. 

The construction is of calculated load-bearing brick- 
work, external walls being 14 in. thick and internal 
spine and party walls 9 in. for the full height. The 
lower storeys of the spine walls and some of the 
narrower piers of the external walls are built in semi- 
engineering bricks on the lower storeys. "There is one 
stanchion and one tie beam per flat, the latter at each 
floor level. Floors and roofs are in hollow tile rein- 
forced concrete, the floors being covered with a 2-in. 
screed finished in semastic tiles and the roofs are 
covered with a light-weight screed and asphalt. 
External walls to all the buildings and boundary walls 
are faced in a Tonbridge wealden stock brick. 

The laundries are equipped with Bendix washing 
machines, gas heated drying cabinets, wash boilers, 
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FLATS ON THE 
AINSWORTH ESTATE, 
BOUNDARY ROAD, NW3 


End view of Besant House. 


sinks and wringers. ‘The tenants’ club has a paved 
terrace and small garden, lavatory accommodation 
and a removable stage. Adjoining it is a hobbies 
room containing two work benches. The club room 
is heated by a triple gas fire and points are provided 
for gas radiators. The gardens were planned and 
executed by the LCC Parks Department. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors : 


RC floors, Helical Bar and Engineering Co. ; lifts, Express 
Lift Co., Ltd. ; electrical installation, Samuel Reed and 
Co. ; metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
plastic tile flooring, Semtex, Ltd.; wall tiling, Wiggins 
Sankey ;_ kitchen fittings, John Dight, Ltd.; kitchen 
dadoes, Prodorite, Ltd. ; asphalt, Val de Travers ; boun- 
dary railings, Scaffolding (GB), Ltd.; hairpin railings, 
Shinkfields, Ltd. ; staircase balustrading, George Wright 
(London), Ltd. 


Ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; fuel hoppers, 
Geo. Baker and Co.; fireplaces, Bratt Colbran, Ltd. ; 
laundry vents, Fenton, Byrn and Co., Ltd. ; laundry root 
lights, Luxfer, Ltd.; laundry partitions, Diespeker and 
Co., Ltd.; roof ladders, Loft Ladders, Ltd. ;_ strip 
flooring (club), Vigers Bros. ; tarmacadam, Home Counties 
Tarmac Co. ; plastering, General Plasterers, Ltd. ; plumb- 
ing, (Ellis) Kensington, Ltd.; decorating, C. and T. 
Painters, Ltd. ; tiling, cills, Harradine Rouse and Co. 
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LONDON BUILDING ACT APPEAL 
Height of New City Buildings 


HE Tribunal of Appeal (president: Mr. 
Philip Fores) sat at County Hall, 
Westminster, SE1, on March 12, to hear 
an appeal by the City of London Real Pro- 
xrty Company against a consent granted 
wy the LCC under Section 51 of the London 
Building Acts, 1930-39 (which limits the 
height of buildings to 80 ft. except by con- 
gat), to the Corn Exchange Company in 
respect of the proposed erection of a new 
Com Exchange building, to replace the old 
yar-edamaged structure, on a site between 
Mark-lane and Seething-lane, in the City of 
London. 


The proposed building will face on to 
the rear of No. 50, Mark-lane, of which 
the appellants are the owners and which 
was itself badly damaged during the war, 
and it was contended by them that the 
proposed new Corn Exchange, which will be 
considerably taller than the old single-storey 
domed building, will cause a serious loss 
of light to No. 50, Mark-lane, when that 
building is eventually reinstated on its former 
site. 

Reference was made during the hearing 
to the LCC General Powers Bill, now before 
Parliament. It was stated by counsel for 
the respondent company that the Bill con- 
tains a clause which seeks to amend Sec- 
tion 51 of the London Building Act to the 
extent of raising the maximum height to 
which new buildings in London may be 
erected, without consent, from 80 ft. to 
100 ft. It will also be permissive, he said, 
under the proposed amending legislation, to 
add an additional tower or turret for orna- 
mental purposes or for accommodating lift 
gear or water tanks, to a height not exceed- 
ing 10 ft. 


THE PRESIDENT of the Tribunal pointed 
out that the Bill might meet with opposi- 
tion from esthetic interests, and said the 
present appeal must be decided on the basis 
of the existing statutory limits. 


Mr. DEREK WALKER-SMITH, MP (for the 
appellant company), said that in place of 
the earlier Corn Exchange, consisting of 
a one-storey domed building rising to a 
height of some 76 ft. to the apex of the 
gable or superstructure surmounting the 
dome, there was to be erected a building 
which would rise to a sheer height of 97 ft. 
80 far as its main structure was concerned, 
plus a lift and tank tower, which would 
bring the total height to 112 ft. 6 in., as 
against the permissive height allowed under 
the Act of 80 ft., plus a possible further 
two storeys enclosed in the roof and set 
back at an angle of 75 deg. There would 
thus be a very great difference between the 
tespective heights of the old and the new 
Corn Exchange and a serious deprivation 
of light would be caused to the appellants’ 
premises by that portion of the additional 
height which was in excess of the maximum 
allowed under Section 51 of the Act. 


Mr. W. H. Rocers, ARIBA, head of the 
architect’s department of the City of London 
Real Property Company, said that if the 
main structure of the proposed building were 
allowed to rise to a sheer height of 97 ft. 
accordance with the consent granted by 
the LOC instead of to a maximum 80 ft. 
4 Was permitted under the Act, it would 
tesult in a difference of three degrees in 
the angle of light to the appellants’ premises. 


In cross-examination by Mr. Eric BLAIN, 
who appeared for the Corn Exchange Com- 
pany, the witness agreed that the new Corn 
Exchange would principally affect three of 
the rear windows on the first, second and 
third floors of No. 50, Mark-lane. 


Mr. BLAIN: Those windows existed in 
your pre-war building, and we are assuming 
that they will be incorporated in the new 
building when it is eventually constructed? 
—Yes. 


Have the plans for your reinstated build- 
ing been approved?—No; we have not yet 
submitted them. 


Are you aware that the LCC General 
Powers Bill is now before Parliament and 
that, if it becomes law, the maximum per- 
mitted height under Section 51 will be raised 
to 100 ft.?—No. 


In answer to Mr. T. C. Gibson (represent- 
ing the London County Council), Mr. 
ROGERS agreed that, considering the matter 
purely from a London Building Act point 
of view, it would be possible for the Corn 
Exchange Company to advance their build- 
ing 6 ft. nearer to the rear boundary of 
No. 50, Mark-lane. 


Mr. GIBSON: If they were to do that it 
would be still more objectionable to you, 
would it not, even if they then restricted the 
height of their building to 80 feet? —I 
imagine it would. 


Dr. J. W. T. WALSH also gave evidence 
for the appellants and said he had prepared 
a series of Waldram diagrams showing the 
difference between the loss of light which 
would be caused by a building rising to a 
sheer height of 97 ft. as compared with an 
alternative building of 80 ft. That differ- 
ence, so far as the three rooms to which 
Mr. Rogers had referred were concerned, 
would amount to a loss of .4 per cent. day- 
light factor in the case of one of the windows 
and .5 per cent. in respect of the other 
two. That was a very appreciable loss. The 
“grumble point” usually regarded as accept- 
able was .2 per cent. If the new Corn 
Exchange were set back, certain of the 
appellants’ windows would receive some 
amount of direct light, but that light would 
completely disappear if the proposed build- 
ing were erected to a sheer height of 97 ft. 
The existence of an additional lift and tank 
tower would be a further aggravating circum- 
stance. 


The Respondents’ Case 


Evidence on behalf of the London County 
Council was given by Mr. W. J. Wabey, 
ARICS, a principal assistant in the Archi- 
tect’s Department of the LCC. The witness 
said that if the respondent company “ did 
their worst” under the London Building Act 
they could bring the proposed Corn 
Exchange right up to the appellants’ 
boundary, whereas under the consent granted 
by the Council the nearest portion of the 
building—the projecting staircase block— 
would be nine feet away. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH  (cross-examining): 
That possibility is quite academic, is it not, 
in view of existing planning control?—It is 
not academic from the point of view of the 
London Building Acts. 

Are you of the opinion that such a pro- 
posal would have any prospect of receiving 
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planning permission?—I am not sure that 
it would. 

Mr. T. E. HEYSHAM, FRIBA, architect to 
the Corn Exchange Company, was called by 
Mr. Blain, and gave evidence regarding the 
form and height of the original Corn 
Exchange building. In cross-examination, 
he said he did not necessarily accept all the 
views expressed by Dr. Walsh, but agreed 
that his company’s new building might cause 
some loss of amenity to certain of the rooms 
in the appellants’ premises. 

In his final submission on behalf of the 
respondents, Mr. BLAIN said that the crux 
of the matter was not the position as it 
existed before the old Corn Exchange was 
destroyed, but the fact that certain of the 
rooms in the appellants’ premises would 
have rather more light if their present appeal 
succeeded than they would if it failed. The 
Tribunal therefore had to look to see 
whether the matters complained of were of 
such overriding importance that the Coun- 
cil’s consent should be overruled. The 
appellants possessed a site upon which they 
were entitled to erect a vast and profitable 
building, and their plans for the reinstate- 
ment of that building would appear to be 
at such a stage that it was open to them 
to use their available space to the best advan- 
tage in the light of the position which would 
exist if the present appeal were dismissed. 
They still had the opportunity, in his sub- 
mission, of considering whether the rooms 
which would be principally affected by his 
clients’ proposed building might be used 
for a purpose other than that of a day- 
dwelling for an office worker, but in any 
event he asked the Tribunal to say that the 
issue was so small that the provisions of the 
Act should not be invoked to prevent his 
clients’ development. 

The Tribunal’s decision will be announced. 


BUILDING ESTIMATORS 


Officers and Council 


OFFICERS and Council of the Institute of 
Building Estimators (limited by guaran- 
tee) have been elected as follows: Pre- 
sident: L. <A. Taylor, LIOB; Vice- 
Presidents: C. Loring Rees and J. C. P. 
Cocksedge. Members of Council : 
J. C. P. Cocksedge, J. R. Dales, D. H. Eng- 
lish, G. R. H. Gilbey, A. C. Hawkes, K M. L. 
Hill, W. G. Jones, E. G. Key, H. A. Lambert, 
C. Loring Rees, L. A. Taylor, C. Walker 
Smith and C. P. Wykeham-Martin. 

The Secretary is Mr. R. G. Meredith. 
FCIS, 10, Cromwell-place, South Kensington. 
London, SW7. Tel.: Kensington 3885 and 
Knightsbridge 2996. 


Register of Students 


THE COUNCIL have now approved the sylla- 
bus and rules for the Institute’s Examina- 
tions, the first of which will be held in May, 
1955. A register of students is now open, 
details of which can be obtained from the 
Secretary of the Institute. 

At their next meeting the Council will con- 
sider a recommendation that direct admission 
to the grade of Fellowship should be dis- 
continued and that Fellowships should be 
granted only by way of transfer from Associ- 
ate Membership, subject to a minimum of 
two years as an Associate before an applica- 
tion for transfer may be considered. 


Painters’ President 

The president-elect of the Midland Region 
of the National Federation of Master 
Painters and Decorators of England and 
Wales is Mr. W. G. White, of Shrewsbury. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Hereford City Council’s Objection to 
Proposed New Store Upheld 


ON the grounds that part of No. 3, High- 

street, Hereford, is scheduled under 
Section 30 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, as being of special 
architectural and historic interest and that 
the erection of a shop and café of the 
character proposed would increase the 
already considerable congestion of a narrow 
street, Hereford City Council refused to 
allow Littlewoods Mail Order Stores, Ltd., 
to build a new “walk-round” store and 
cafeteria on the sites of Nos. 3, 4, and 5, 
High-street. 

This refusal was the subject of a public 
inquiry before Mr. A. L. Mortimer, FRIBA, 
in the course of which Mr. DEREK WALKER- 
SmitH (for the appellants) submitted that if 
the legislature had wanted to bring about 
the position that buildings of architectural 
quality should never be removed it would 
have been perfectly simple to have made an 
express indication of the fact. The High- 
street as a whole was a thoroughfare of 
mixed and undistinguished character and 
No. 3 was badly placed for esthetic con- 
templation. 

All over the city there were numerous 
listed buildings, “ rather like the currants in 
a pudding,” and if they were all to be pre- 
served it would place a very heavy premium 
on the prospects of future development. 
No. 3 was an early 17th century building 
which had been altered by the ultra or 
would-be improver and now ranked as “ sub- 
altered.” There were far better examples of 
this type of architecture in other parts of 
the city, and in his submission the preserva- 
tion of No. 3 could be justified only on the 
basis of a sentimental desire. 

On behalf of the Committee, Mr. T. B. 
FELTHAM (Town Clerk) said that the Council 
did not like the idea of the present half- 
timbered buildings being pulled down and 
replaced by a modern functional store. He 
considered that, with the company’s good- 
will, the appeal site could be so developed 
that the existing buildings, which were a 
fine example of medieval architecture, could 
be retained. 

The Council’s action was supported by 
various organisations, including the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England, the Hereford Geographical Asso- 
ciation and the Hereford and _ District 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Minister’s Decision 


In the course of his decision the Minister 
confirms that the right-hand wing of No. 3 
is listed as a building of architectural inter- 
est. He agrees with the Council that it is 
important that the listed portion of No. 3 
should be retained and he thinks that means 
should be found of incorporating it in any 
new building which might be erected. He 
could not, therefore, regard as satisfactory 
the plan which was submitted with the 
appellants’ application. 

He has considered whether he should 
allow the appeal.and impose conditions with 
the object of preserving the part of the 
building which is of architectural interest 
and of securing the widening of the pave- 
ment which is desired by the Ministry of 
Transport, but it appears to him that the 
matter will require further examination in 
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detail before such conditions can be framed 
in sufficiently definite terms. In the circum- 
stances he thinks that the better course will 
be for him formally to dismiss the appeal 
without prejudice to a further application 
by Messrs. Littlewoods. 

In connection with any further applica- 
tion, the Minister suggests that there should 
be consultation with the City Council with 
a view to the incorporation of the following 
points in the plan:— 

(1) Preservation of the right-hand wing of No. 3, 
High-st., on its present site, with the exception of 
the part of the ground floor which projects over a 
line slightly behind the first-floor facade. 

(2) The provision of a suitable new ground-floor 
facade set back behind the first-floor facade. 

(3) The fenestration on the first-floor of the right- 
hand wing to be removed and replaced by suitable 
fenestration and facade, set back slightly behind the 
bressumer supporting the second-floor facade. 

(4) The retention of the floor levels so far as pos- 
sible. 

(5) The construction of the adjoining buildings in 
conformity with the newly constructed ground-floor 
facade of the right-hand wing, which should result in 
~ setting back of the whole of the frontage by five 
eet. 

(6) The provision of a means of ingress and egress 
to and from West-st. 


Minister’s Decision on Colour of 
Roofing Tiles in National Park 


AN APPEAL against a condition imposed 
by the Haverfordwest RDC in granting con- 
sent for the retention of dark red sand-faced 
tiles forming the roof of a dwelling-house 
on land at Broad Haven, Pembrokeshire, has 
been considered by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. The condition, 
which specified that “the said red tiles be 
coloured with a substance of a_ blue-grey 
or similar colour of a permanent character,” 
was imposed because the Council considered 
that (1) the use of red tiles on the building, 
which is in close proximity to the coast 
in a conspicuous part of the Pembrokeshire 
National Park, seriously conflicts with the 
landscape and detracts from the natural 
beauty of the area, and (2) the use of red 
tiles seriously conflicts with traditional build- 
ings in the area, which are primarily roofed 
with blue Welsh slates, cedarwood shingles 
or Cotswold grey tiles. 

On behalf of the appellant it was stated 
that in building his house all the five con- 
ditions imposed by the Council were com- 
plied with except the one relating to the 
roofing material—which specified the use 
of either blue Welsh slates, Cotswold grey 
tiles or cedarwood shingles—and that 
through an oversight the roof was covered 
with dark red tiles. He agreed, in cross- 
examination, that he had not considered the 
roofing condition to be important. Similar 
conditions had been attached to permissions 
for other houses he had designed and he 
had subsequently obtained permission to use 
red tiles. He described the tiles of the 
appeal house as dark red or maroon, and 
claimed that they had darkened since they 
had been in place, and would be still darker 
when they had become properly seasoned. 

On behalf of the Council it was contended 
that Broad Haven had great landscape value 
and that the traditional building materials 
of the area, which were stone and slate, 
harmonised with the landscape. They felt 
that in such surroundings red tiles would 
be an intrusion. There seemed no good 
reason why the roofing condition of the 
original consent had not been complied with, 
but they appreciated the difficulty of com- 
pletely stripping the roof, and felt that the 
condition attached to the present consent 
represented a solution which would not be 
too offensive to the appearance of the 
locality. 
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In giving his decision, the Minister says 
he is in full sympathy with the broad ain 
of the Council in their endeavour to protec 
the amenities of the Pembrokeshire coag 
National Park, and he has noted that the 
roof in question was constructed in direg, 
contravention of a clearly expressed cop. 
dition attached to a planning consent. He 
is advised, however, that the tiles cannot te 
coloured with a substance of blue-grey o 
similar colour of permanent character to 
resemble blue Welsh slates or grey Cotswold 
tiles and he has, therefore, come to the cop. 
clusion that, in the light of this advice, he 
has no option but to discharge the condition 
appealed against. 





























































































Manchester Assize Courts: Minister 
Rejects Application for Rebuilding on 
Old Site 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has decided that the rebuilding 
of the Manchester Assize Courts in the pre- 
dominantly industrial area of Strangeways, 
as proposed by the Manchester Assize 
Courts Committee, would be out of place, 
He has suggested that it would be a mistake 
to throw away the opportunity, as favoured 
by the Corporation, of rebuilding the courts 
more centrally, near other important public 
buildings, in what will ultimately be a 
central civic area. His decision was reported 
to the Manchester town hall committee on 
March 10. 

An application by the Assize Courts com- 
mittee to rebuild the bomb-damaged courts 
at Strangeways, at a cost of just under 
£700,000, was the subject of a public inquiry 
last November. It was then stated that the 
Corporation’s objections to the plan were 
that the site was in an area zoned for light 
industry and affected by road proposals, and 
that it would be impossible to extend it to 
house other courts in the city. 


CHURCH MAINTENANCE 
Fungal Decay and Infestation 


A SHORT COURSE arranged in consultation 
with the Central Council for the Care of 
Churches is to be given at the Forest Pro- 
ducts Research Laboratory, Princes Ris- | 
borough, Aylesbury, Bucks., from May 5 | 
to 7, for architects concerned in the inspec- | 
tion, repair or maintenance of churches, with | 
particular reference to the detection and | 
eradication of fungal decay and infestation 
by the death-watch beetle. The course, for 
which there will be no fee, will be under the 
direction of the specialist officers-in-charge 
of the Mycology and Entomology Sections | 
of the Laboratory and will be restricted toa | 
maximum of 12 applicants. 

The syllabus will be covered by lectures 
and discussions supplemented by demonstta- 
tions of insect and fungal material which 
will be available for handling and examina- 
tion under the microscope. 

Two days will be spent in the Laboratory: 
for the third day it is hoped to arrange a visll 
to a church within a reasonable distance of 
Princes Risborough where problems of i- 
spection in relation to activity by the death- 
watch beetle could be discussed and demon 
strated. Laboratory transport for this visit 
will not be available and arrangements will 
have to be made individually by those 
attending the course. 

Applications to attend the course should 
be made to the Central Council for the Care 
of Churches, Dunster, Somerset, and not to 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory. 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAPS 


By F. S. KELF, AMTPI 


The following article, which appeared in 
the January issue of the “Journal of the 
Town Planning Institute,” is reproduced by 
kind permission of the Editor and of Mr. Kelf. 


RECENT articles in the Town Planning 
Institute’s Journal have already covered 
many of the technical problems associated 
with the reproduction of Development Plan 
maps. The main purpose of this brief ac- 
count, however, is to explain how some of 
these problems appeared and were tackled 
in the local setting of South Shields, especi- 
ally from an economic standpoint. 


The economic background 


The method of presentation and printing 
chosen for the maps forming part of a 
Development Plan may well have a decisive 
effect on the cost at which copies of the com- 
plete document are made available to the 
public. This is particularly so in the case of 
the smaller planning authorities, as on the 
one hand the amount of written matter com- 
prised in the Statement and Analysis will 
usually be fairly limited, and on the other. 
the economic advantages of printing maps in 
quantity by lithographic means will not be 
available. 


In South Shields the estimated proportion 
of the overall cost attributable to the repro- 
duction of the maps themselves was further 
increased by the need to place on sale a 
Comprehensive Development Area Map, and 
accompanying Programme Map, showing 


proposals for almost the whole of the central 
area of the town. 


Objectives 

After the Minister had given full approval 
to the Development Plan, work was com- 
menced on the preparation of the compon- 
ent maps for publication. It was felt that to 
ensure the successful completion of this task, 
the form of presentation would need to 
satisfy certain requirements. These included 
the ability to distinguish clearly the proposals 
as a whole as well as their effect on individual 
properties; an appearance which would be 
interesting and attractive; and a method of 
printing which would allow the Development 
Plan to be placed on sale at a “ reasonable ” 
price, without the necessity of asking for a 
subsidy from a Council already hard pressed 
to keep down the burden of rates 


The disadvantages of the Ministry’s notations 


Initial investigations revealed that the full 
colour notation, while enabling the Town 
Map and Comprehensive Development Area 
Map to be combined successfully with their 
respective Programme Maps, and making 
possible the achievement of a high standard 
of clarity and attractiveness. would not be 
sufficiently economical for the number of 
copies required. 

The compromise method of using a more 
limited range of colours, as suggested by 
Circular 92, was also rejected on grounds of 
cost, particularly as the printing of separate 
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Programme Maps would have been necessary 
here to avoid the confusion of detail which 
is apt to arise when one form of hatching 
overlays another. 

The next step was to study the effects of 
using the Circular 92 monochrome notation. 


A number of maps_ had previously 
been printed in accordance with this 
notation and their general appear- 


ance and clarity of detail had been dis- 
appointing, to say the least. Furthermore, 
the saving in cost arising from the use of 
only a single colour overlay would again 
have been largely negatived by the need to 
print the Programme Maps separately to 
avoid confusion. 


The evolution of a black and white notation 


Research was then undertaken into the 
possibility of indicating the zoning proposals 
by means of a system of hatching and stip- 
pling in black (the same colour as the detail 
of the base map, and therefore able to be 
printed directly off the one negative by the 
dyeline or true-to-scale process), the pro- 
gramming to be shown in colour applied by 
hand. 

The method was only elevated into the 
realms of practicability, however, by the 
discovery of the potentialities inherent in the 
use of a range of machine-printed hatchings, 
stipplings, etc., each of which is printed on 
to separate sheets (8 in. by 13 in. in area) 
of a type of thin transparent film. This 
adheres very strongly to tracing paper, cloth, 
astrafoil and other materials used for nega- 
tives when pressure is applied, the boundaries 
required being cut simply and quickly by 
means of a special cutting needle, when the 
film is lightly attached to the negative itself. 
These sheets, which are of American manu- 
facture, are obtainable in this country, and 
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a small section of a chart illustrating the 
range available is reproduced above. 

It was, of course, necessary to prepare a 
negative based on Ordnance Survey Sheets, 
but excluding such matter as the internal 
detail of street blocks and railway reserva- 
tions, the result produced being similar in 
principle to that obtained in street guide 
maps. 

Road lines, the boundaries of the proposed 
uses and all lettering relative thereto were 
then drawn on to this negative, and finally, 
portions of the adhesive film were superim- 
posed in accordance with a notation which 
sought to give emphasis to the areas of most 
intensive use. This can be seen on the copy 
of a map, at a reduced scale, at the foot of 
this page. 

A negative was then printed by the usual 








2? 


AV—32 


A-9 

















































































































Xx AA 


true-to-scale method from the prepared nega- 
tive and touched up where necessary. (This 
course is advisable, as otherwise there is a 
tendency for the attached film to strip off if 
the original negative is used to obtain prints 
by the dyeline process. Small panels should 
also be cut out of the film to avoid obscuring 
street names.) 

It is worthy of mention at this point that 
the employment of only one printing opera- 
tion, as with this notation, avoids a fault 
which is sometimes encountered when one 
or more overprints are made, namely, the 
failure of the superimposed colour to key 
in with the underlying detail. 

The use of this type of presentation for 
copies to be placed on sale to the public has, 
incidentally, been approved by the Ministry. 

There may well be scope for improvement 
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in the notation, not only with a view to 
combining the desired intensity of treatment 
of particular land uses with the maximum 
preservation of the base detail, but also to 
allow the programme colours to be used 
in the most effective manner. 
Nevertheless. the results achieved have 
been encouraging, fulfilling to a consider- 
able extent as they do the initial obiectives. 
Particularly striking has been the effect 
on printing costs. This may be illustrated 
by the fact that the lowest estimate obtained 
for the printing of maps in accordance with 
the Circular 92 monochrome notation 
worked out at just under £1 per set, as 
compared with an estimated cost of 3s. per 
set for reproduction in black and white, 
royalty charges payable to the Ordnance 
Survey being inclusive in each case. The 
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latter figure is based on printing by dyeline, 
a process to which the notation evolved was 
found to be admirably suited. To enable 
3 fair comparison between the two above 
figures to be made, however, it is necessary 
to add roughly 2s. per set to the latter to 
cover hand colouring of the programme de- 
tail, or a rather larger figure if this detail 
were to be printed from lithographic plates. 

The initial labour associated with the pre- 
paration of a special base negative has not 
been taken into account here, as this will 
not be a recurring item at five-yearly reviews 
of the Development Plan, and against it 
should also be offset the hand-drawn hatch- 
ing which would otherwise be necessary to 
fulfil the requirements of the Circular 92 
notation. It is important to note here that 
the use of the adhesive sheets, which can 
be stripped off and replaced without damage 
to the negative, enables future amendments 
to zoning proposals to be carried out very 
easily. (To facilitate this the film should 
not be affixed to the same side of the nega- 
tive as the ink work.) 

No doubt most of the larger planning 
authorities, especially County Boroughs, will 
be taking advantage of the relatively favour- 
able rates offered by lithographic reproduc- 
tion in quantity, by employing several 
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colours in the usual manner to show zoning 
proposals. 

Where this is not the case, however, and 
a monochrome notation is used, the replace- 
ment of the Circular 92 hand-drawn detail 
by a more attractive notation, based on the 
large range of machine-drawn hatchings and 
stipplings mentioned previously, may well be 
worthy of consideration. (It is understood 
that the attachment of these adhesive sheets 
will not distort an astrafoil overlay negative, 
as required for superimposed detail.) In 
consequence of this improved notation, it 
might even be possible to show the program- 
ming as a second overprint without confusion, 
thus saving part of the cost which the re- 
production of separate Programme Maps 
would otherwise entail. The need to draw 
up a special negative, as required by the 
black and white notation, would therefore be 
avoided, and in fact less drawing work would 
be necessary than to conform with the Cir- 
cular 92 hand-drawn notation. 

Although this article has dealt only with 
those aspects of the use of this new material 
relating to’ Development Plan maps, there 
also seem to be considerable possibilities for 
its employment in wider fields, particularly 
where diagrammatic treatment is required 
in the rendering of maps and drawings. 





FELLING OF TREES IN 
LONDON PARKS 


Public Meeting of Protest 


A VIGOROUS protest against the felling 
*™ of elm trees in Kensington Gardens and 
Hyde Park, and the proposed cutting down 
of a great many more, was made at a crowded 
meeting held in Kensington Town Hall on 
March 8, organised by the Men of the Trees, 
whose founder, Mr. Richard St. Barbe Baker, 
was the principal speaker. 

Opening the proceedings LorD SEMPIL, the 
chairman, said the situation had changed 
since it had been determined to hold the 
meeting. The original intention of the 
Ministry of Works had been to fell 400 elms 
out of 4,000 in Hyde Park and Kensington 
Gardens, and 200 had been taken down in 
the Broad Walk and elsewhere; but as the 
result of the public interest a substantial 
number of trees scheduled for destruction 
had been saved. He moved a resolution 
deploring the wholesale felling at Christmas 
of all trees lining the Broad Walk and else- 
where, but welcoming “the wise and construc- 
tive policy since adopted by the Minister at 
the eastern end, of preserving the lines of 
the existing avenues, felling only trees as- 
certained to be unsound and planting well- 
grown young forest trees in the gaps.” 

_The resolution recorded the meeting’s con- 
viction that the main beauty of London’s 
parks lies in the skyline and foliage of their 
forest trees, and prayed the Minister to use 
his best endeavours to ensure the continuance 
of that unique beauty by preserving all grown 
trees not proved unsound, and to remedy 
the neglect of the past two decades by plant- 
ing young forest trees whenever possible. 

Miss Nancy PRIcE seconded the resolution, 
saying that she protested against the ini- 
quitous axing of trees taking place not only 
in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens but 
Sweeping the whole country. She had two 
Points to put to the Minister, Sir David 
Eccles. One was that if the trees were 
dangerous to the public how had he dared 
eacamp thousands of men under thenf for 
the Coronation? The other point was that 
she would like statistics of deaths caused by 





falling trees. The figures, if given, would 
show that the danger was negligible. 

Mr. JOHN EDEN, MP, said Sir David 
Eccles had acted believing that what he was 
doing was necessary, and they were all grate- 
ful that he had called a halt to further felling. 

SiR SHANE LESLIE said beech trees were not 
suitable for London parks; grass would not 
grow under them: there was mud in winter 
and dust in summer. 


Trees “ Vitalising Work ” 

Mr. St. BARBE BAKER said he had been try- 
ing for 30 years to make people aware of the 
vitalising work of living trees. If the leaf 
surface of one of the Broad Walk elms was 
spread out it would cover ten acres. Think 
of the stomata, millions of them on the 
leaves of one tree, all transpiring moisture 
and absorbing carbon-dioxide. We paid too 
little attention to the vitalising function of 
trees. New trees had been planted in Ken- 
sington Gardens but it would take 200 years 
for them to become as effective as those that 
had been sacrificed. He had examined the 
trees that had been felled: four per cent. of 
them were unsound but none had elm disease. 
When he asked what he would plant in place 
of the elms his answer was, “ Plant the same 
again.” He thought words should be added 
to the resolution saying something about 
the vital function of living trees. 

COLONEL BuRNS said that Miss Nancy Price 
had asked for statistics. He reckoned that it 
was approximately 1,500 times as dangerous 
to go into a cinema as it was to go for a 
walk in Kensington Gardens. 

A speaker from Paddington said his 
borough was interested: Paddington was on 
the northern side of Hyde Park. Another 
said that trees were being felled in Finsbury 
Park and elsewhere. A third said we were 
governed by people who thought trees un- 
tidy and wished to cut them down. There 
was support on all sides for Mr. St. Barbe 
Baker’s suggestion that the resolution should 
be amended to stress the amenity value of 
the trees, and words to that effect were 
added to it. 

The amended resolution was passed un- 
animously and THE CHAIRMAN promised that 
he and Sir Shane Leslie would wait on the 
Minister with it. 
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THE PLUMBING TRADES 


Joint Institute and Federation Dinner 
and Dance . 


HE view that standards of work and regi- 
stration of plumbers go hand in hand, 
and that a little more thought on this matter 
may well produce something satisfactory both 
to Her Majesty's Government and to the 
industry was expressed by Mr. J. R. BEVINS, 
MP, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Works, speaking at the combined annual 
dance and dinner of the Institute of Plumbers 
and the National Federation of Plumbers 
and Domestic Engineers held at the Park 
Lane Hotel on March 10. 


Mr. Bevins, who was responding to the 
toast of Her Majesty’s Government, said 
that the past few years had seen some big 
changes in the building industry. Mr. Mac- 
millan had been derided by some critics for 
his Rents and Repairs Bill proposals; he had 
confounded the critics on his housing policy 
and he would do the same on the matter of 
repairs. That was a development in which 
the plumbers would find many opportunities 
of making their contribution. As for licens- 
ing, apart from one or two areas the going 
had become easy; the Government had been 
bold not only in lifting controls; they had 
challenged and proved to be unfounded the 
fears of dire consequences which, some had 
said, must follow. “A Government, like a 
business, must take risks or stagnate,” 
declared Mr. Bevins, who added that while 
there might be a risk attached to a return to 
fixed price tendering, he thought that risk 
no greater than that which attached to the 
present situation where the building industry 
might price itself out of a job. 


Referring to what had been described as 
“the big freeze-up,” Mr. Bevins said that he 
found it hard to believe that a country whose 
scientists produced those magical things 
called detergents and had split the atom 
should yet be reduced to impotence before 
this nuisance of frost. ‘“ All the research was 
done years ago,” said Mr. Bevins, “and I 
cannot help feeling that we devote too much 
cleverness to’ research and not sufficient to 
its application.” 

The Parliamentary Secretary’s reference to 
fixed price tendering arose from the remarks 
of Mr. S. R. SyMonps, MRSan.I, President 
National Federation of Plumbers and 
Domestic Engineers, who, in proposing the 
toast, said that while up to six months ago 
fixed price tendering might have been pos- 
sible, increasing cost of materials and of 
transport now made the time inopportune. 
“The aim of the industry must be” he 
declared, “to provide a service for the public 
at a price which permits our own survival.” 


The toast of the Guests, proposed by Mr. 
C. B. Rosinson, President, Institute of 
Plumbers, was responded to by Sir Frederick 
Leggett, KBE, and Mrs. J. C. Cox, MM. 
Sir FREDERICK paid tribute to the wonderful 
record of the plumbers in the sphere of 
apprenticeship, and Mrs. Cox, responding 
for the Ladies, congratulated Miss N. 
Williams (Assistant Secretary, Institute of 
Plumbers) on her work for the industry and 
the apprentices. 


Dancing and a cabaret followed dinner. 


Members and guests present included: Mr. 
and Mrs. C. H. Aslin; Mr. and Mrs. R. J. 
Audrey; Mr. Norman Bastable; Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. R. Binney; Mr. H. Blackman (Secretary 
Institute of Plumbers); Mr. and Mrs. A. D. 
R. Caroe; Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Cox; Mr. T. 
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Crossland; Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Francis; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Haig; Mr. and Mrs. I. Ernest 
Jones; Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Kelly; Mr. H. 
Leighton (Director National Federation of 
‘Plumbers and Domestic Engineers) and Mrs. 
Leighton; Mr. Ian M. Leslie; Maj.-Gen. C. 
Lloyd; Mr. D. C. Mallam; Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Martin; Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Palmer; Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Porter; Mr. and Mrs. D. A. G. Reid; 
Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Rowlands; Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Ryland; Sir Graham Savage; Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. Soones, Mr. H. R. Thompson (Master, 
Worshipful Company of Plumbers); Mr. and 
Mrs. E. H. Vick; Mr. and Mrs. Norman H. 
Walls; Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Westwood; Mr. 
= D. E. Wheatley; and Mr. F. Wood- 
cock. 


PLUMBING AWARDS 


Presentation to Apprentices 


A PRESENTATION of those prizes 

awarded for 1953 examinations by the 
Plumbing Trades Central Apprenticeship 
Council was held at County Hali, West- 
minster, on February 12. The awards were 
presented by Mr. H. R. Thompson, FIOB. 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Plumbers; and Mr. R. L. Bell, deputy chair- 
man of the London Apprenticeship Council, 
presided. 

In his address, MR. THOMPSON emphasised 
that the Worshipful Company had 600 years 
of history behind it, commencing with the 
first Ordinance made by Edward III in 1365, 
which stipulated that only Freemen of the 
City could be members. There were now 
81 companies in the City. Mr. Thompson 
then presented the Challenge Cup to J. 
Pruckner. who received it on behalf of the 
winning firm, R. J. Audrey, Ltd. 

Mr. Bell stated that unfortunately Mr. 
Edwin Rice, FRIBA, principal of the Ham- 
mersmith School of Building and Arts and 
Crafts, and chairman of the Apprenticeship 
Council, was to have presided, but was pre- 
vented from doing so by illness, and had 
asked that his congratulations be extended 
to the successful apprentices. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Thompson was 
moved by Mr. H. Blackman, secretary of 
the Associated Master Plumbers. 

The individual awards were as follows:— 

Grade 1 (4th and 5th year apprentices): 
N. H. Yard; P. W. Cowcher; and D. A. 
Smith (all of Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.). 

Grade 2 (2nd and 3rd year apprentices): 
J. Pruckner (R. J. Audrey, Ltd.); L. D. Coyte 
(Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.); and R. Slaw- 
son (Matthew Hall and Co.. Ltd.). 

Special Prize (highest percentage in theory 
or practical): L. D. Coyte (Matthew Hall 
and Co., Ltd.). 

BATC prize-winners: J. F. Averillo 
(Matthew Hall and Co.. Ltd.): T. J. Barrett 
(Building Installations. Ltd.); K. S. Curlewis 
(Engineering Service Installations, Ltd.); P. 
Hamilton (J. H. Shouksmith and Sons, Ltd.); 
_ A. Woodietts (Ellis (Kensington), 

td.). 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


(CARPENTRY, JOINERY AND WOODCUTTING 
MACHINERY. By W. E. Kelsey. (London: 
Macmillan and Co., Ltd.) Price 50s. 


MODERN LETTERING AND CALLIGRAPHY. 
(London: The Studio, Ltd.) Price 25s. 


CLIMATE AND ARCHITECTURE. By Jeffrey 
Ellis Aronin. (London: Chapman and Hall.) 
Price 100s. 

KEMPE’S ENGINEER'S YEAR Book, 1954. 
(London: Morgan Bros. (Publishers), Ltd.) 
Price 75s. 





THE BUILDER 


DISPUTES IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


National President’s Faith in 
Arbitration 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National presi- 
dent, speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, at Leeds, on March 10, said that the 
Minister of Labour, Sir Walter Monckton, 
had made it clear that he believed in self- 
government in industry and that he would 
like to see provision made for the inclusion 
of some form of voluntary arbitration in the 
constitutional machinery for settling disputes 
in all industries. 

“I agree with him because the machinery 
of the National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry, which already provides for 
arbitration in the event of deadlock, is one 
of the main reasons why we have had no 
serious disputes for some thirty years,” he 
declared. 

“I hope that, in the difficult weeks which 
lie ahead, negotiators on both sides of the 
industry will use the existing machinery to 
the full and will, therefore, should it prove 
necessary, proceed to arbitration on any 
issue which cannot otherwise be settled.” 


LCC 


Crystal Palace TV Station 


GREEMENT has been reached with the 
British Broadcasting Corporation for 
the lease to the Corporation of a site of just 
under two acres on the upper terrace at the 
Crystal Palace for the erection of a television 
station with a self-supporting mast. The 
mast will be 640 feet high and the station 
buildings will be placed below ground. The 
terms of the 99-year lease have been prepared 
bearing in mind the long-term development 
of the Crystal Palace, and will provide for 
public access over the whole site, that is, 
below the mast and above the underground 
buildings. 


South Bank Development 


AS ALREADY REPORTED to the council in 
November last, in the proposals for the per- 
manent development of the South Bank 
agreement had been reached with the Shell 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., for the leasing to the 
company of a site between the County Hall 
and Hungerford Bridge for the erection of an 
office block to serve as the company’s inter- 
national headquarters, and it was proposed 
in due course to seek by public advertisement 
a lessee and developer for the office block site 
between Hungerford and Waterloo Bridges. 

On closer investigation, however, the com- 
pany has discovered that on the standards it 
wishes to adopt it cannot secure the total 
area of floor space it needs in the proposed 
building. _ The company has accordingly 
asked to be allowed to take a lease also of the 
site which it had been proposed to advertise. 
The company’s proposals for this second site 
conform with town planning requirements 
and the South Bank Sub-Committee have 
decided that it was in the council’s interests 
to accept the offer. The site for the down- 
stream office block is accordingly being 
leased to Shell Petroleum Co., Ltd. 


Festival Hall Pier 


THE general purposes committee are of the 
opinion that the inclusion of a permanent 
pier in the development of the South Bank 
area would add to the amenities; the River 
Thames passenger services committee have 
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also drawn attention to the advantage of g I 
pier serving this part of the south bank of the 
river. ‘ aon ds Hous 
Pending further consideration of this 
matter, it is proposed to retain the Festiva = ‘= 
Hall Pier and consents have been given by _ k 
the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation ger 
on the understanding that an early financial Cause 
settlement is reached in respect of the hand. jiminary 
ing over of the pier from the Ministry to the § ™ eal 
council. This settlement will represent the Mr. MI 
present disposal value of the pier which the § provided 
Ministry assess at £5,500. A small licence § declaratior 
fee wili also be payable to the Port of Lop. § way of ret 
don Authority. certain €X, 
The pier has been closed during the winter § a period ¢ 
and will be reopened for the river season for § before the 
about four months starting on June 1, 1954. & that the te 
the cost of maintenance, including a staff of § and no m 
three temporary piermen, will not exceed § the landl 
£2,000. made a 
required b 
BUILDING SITES FOR HULL J © 20% 
Housing Project Inquiry a P 
’ to ro 
Wit 15,000 people on their housing list J jeing fe ( 
Hull had a problem to find sites § crelessnes 
outside the city boundary which would not § fuman an 
take up good agricultural land, for people put past t 
to work in Hull and live outside. it was J of proper 
stated at the Beverley inquiry on March 10 § would do 
into the appeal against East Riding County § jg him t 
Council’s refusal to give planning permission J simply to 
for a site at Ganstead of 20 acres. way of re] 
In an effort to alleviate the problem, a § to his de 
group of men interested in building found § opportunit 
what they thought was a perfect site and § check exa 
laid plans to put up 200 houses on the site, In the a 
it was stated, but the county council objected J sn) was 1 
on the grounds that it would be bad plan- § the matte 
ning to develop such a site in isolation from J yas left to 
an established community and that the B ought to 1 
development would be detrimental to agri- B of slum 5 
cultural land. tion of the 
There were ten objectors, including the § commonly 
ERCC, to the appeal, which was supported B was to 5 
by Holderness Rural Council. Schedule / 
Mr. P. H. S. PitcHer, of Pocklington, § the repair: 
Yorks, said he was one of those who would F the statut: 
form part of a small company which & The secon 
intended to promote development at Gan- § matter la 
stead if approval was given. The company, § another, h: 
he said, would contribute a substantial par! § Jp that cas 
of the cost of sewerage for Coniston, Gan- § ip be the 
stead and Swine and if the scheme did not F the puilde 
go through the whole of the residents of the B the repair 
three villages would suffer from the defer- F dificulty a 
ment of their sewerage scheme and would ; 
have to pay more when it was finally con- be 
structed. It was his intention to build — " Minist 
houses at a profit. That was the normal Pe Sac 
course of private enterprise. He added that f ™ ich the 
as a business man he would not have pur § “fold: 
sued his plan if he had not believed there f “0nd, to 
would be an effective demand. bo and 
Mr. J. WILLIAMSON, of the East Riding ey had 
County Planning Department, contended that — '*Palr—or 
the creation of a 200-house estate at Gat P the loc 
stead would be an over-provision of housing —, 
without any corresponding provision of bing test 
places of work. ; “ Whi 
The refusal to give planning permission, ae the te: 
he said, was not misconceived in that It now prett 
recognised the proposal as yet another — ‘We had te 
example of the outmoded housing estate s@ = wit! 
commonly met with before the war. Such an f “ought th 
estate would not be particularly appropriate Tate, he 
anywhere. If it were really considered B Sunty co 
necessary to have such development it could F ‘ourt the « 
best form part of a neighbourhood unit All those 
Haltemprice or one of those within the city. — “eng wh 
The appellant at the inquiry was Mr. H. — "pairs ar 
Ingham, a Preston solicitor, who was actilé nm mai 
in conjunction with Mr. P. H. S. Pilcher. normousl 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


TAN DING Committee C of the House of 
Commons resumed consideration of the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill on- March 9. 
Clause 20 (Notice and Declarations Pre- 
jminary to recovery of repairs increase) 
yas then considered. 


Mr. MITCHISON explained that the clause 
povided that a landlord should make a 
declaration, before recovering any sum by 
yay of repairs increase, that he had incurred 
ertain expenditure on certain work during 
a period either of 12 months or three years 
yefore the relevant date. It was suggested 
that the tenant should receive that document 
ad no more. He admitted at once that if 
the landlord had wilfully and wickedly 
mde a misstatement in a_ declaration 
required by an Act of Parliament he could 
te prosecuted under the Perjury Act, but 
prosecutions under that Act were singularly 
dificult proceedings, because so much had 
to be proved. They were certainly far from 
being an effective deterrent to a prejudiced 
carelessness, which was not altogether in- 
human and which certainly could not be 
put past the average landlord of this type 
of property. He did not suggest that he 
would do anything wicked, but it was offer- 
ing him too much temptation to ask him 
simply to declare what he had spent by 
way of repairs without any sort of support 
to his declaration and without any real 
opportunity being given to the tenant to 
check exactly what had been done. 

In the amendment which he (Mr. Mitchi- 
son) was moving, two ways of dealing with 
the matter were suggested, and the choice 
was left to the landlord. The method which 
ought to meet the case of the large owner 
of slum property was that of the produc- 
tion of the documents produced in what was 
commonly called a maintenance claim, that 
was to say, a claim for relief against 
Schedule A Income Tax on the ground that 
the repairs and maintenance had exceeded 
the statutory production in a given period. 
The second method was where they had a 
smaller landlord who, for one reason or 
another, had not put in a maintenance claim. 
In that case the confirming documents ought 
to be the receipts which had been given by 
the builder for money paid in respect of 
the repairs, and he could see no special 
difficulty about producing those receipts. 


Mr. MareLes, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, said that the principle and’ object 
which the Government had in mind were 
twofold: first, to get repairs done, and 
second, to see that the tenants were pro- 
tected and that the repairs were in fact done. 
They had done that by a certificate of good 
tepair—or at any rate the tenant could go 
to the local] authority for a certificate of 
distepair—and also by the expenditure test. 
That test as it stood in the Bill was surely 
fai. What would happen in practice was 
that the tenant who lived in the house would 
know pretty well whether or not the expendi- 
ture had taken place, and generally he would 
agree with it with the landlord. If he 
thought that the landlord was wildly inaccu- 
rate, he could take the landlord to the 
county court. When he got to the county 
court the onus of proof was on the landlord. 
All those difficult physical circumstances of 
seing whether the work was actually on 
Tepairs and whether the expenditure had 
been made—circumstances which varied 
tnormously—were such that surely the 
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county court was the best authority to decide 
whether the work had been done or not. 
It was a much simpler procedure than that 
suggested in the amendment, which would 
result in no repairs being carried out at all. 


Mr. BEVAN said if the amendment was 
resisted a landlord would be able to conceal 
from the tenant particulars about the 
increase. He hoped it would be noted that 
it was regarded as a matter of high principle 
that a landlord should be able to conceal 
that information; the Opposition would refer 
to that again on third reading. There was 
a point that the Minister might consider 
seriously. 

Very often the landlord never saw his 
house, but issued instructions through his 
agent to a builder to do certain work. It 
would be admitted that there was some 
variation in scruple among builders of this 
class. There were persons who did jobbing 
repairs in the building industry who would 
be hard put to it to win a high reputation 
for virtue and craftsmanship. There might 
be a landlord, acting in good faith, who 
had instructed the builder to do certain 
work. The builder, maybe not in such good 
faith, had declared that he had carried out 
the work. Then, of course, the landlord 
served a notice of increased rent on the 
tenant. 

The real live witness in this case was the 
tenant. He was living in the house. If he 
were told in the documents the items on 
which the landlord alleged that the builder 
had carried out repairs, he could check the 
builder against the landlord. He could then 
say in good faith: “This builder is telling 
you lies. He did no such thing. He did not 
do a thing to the tiles or the slates or the 
windows or the door. He did do some other 
things, but not all that. If, therefore, he 
claims to have spent the money. you gave 
him on these items, I can assure you he has 
not done so.” It would be most valuable 
in such cases for the protection of absentee 
landlords that the tenant should be able to 
check what had been done. He could not 
do so if he did not know. He was only 
told that a global sum had been spent, 
repairs had been carried out, and a certificate 
of disrepair refused. How much, nobody 
knew. That was a very serious situation, 
and he hoped the Minister would reconsider 
It. 

Mr. GIBSON appealed to the Minister to 
reconsider the matter, and Mr. Hay, from 
the Government benches, said he could not 
see why the Ministry, when prescribing the 
form, should not provide in the declaration 
required for the work to be itemised in some 
way. 

After a long debate, in which Mr. Marples 
promised to consider any further sugges- 
tions that might be put forward, the amend- 
ment was negatived by 23 votes to 21. 

The Clause was ordered to stand part of 
the Bill by 24 votes to 21. Clauses up to 
and including Clause 27 were also ordered 
to stand part of the Bill before the Com- 
mittee adjourned. 


Lettings by Local Authorities, etc. 


At the afternoon sitting, considerable 
attention was given to Clause 28 (Exclusion 
from Rent Acts of lettings by local authori- 
ties, development corporations and housing 
associations and trusts). 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved a series of amend- 
ments, which, he said, tidied up the clause. 
It had been widely agreed that housing 
associations and housing trusts, bodies which 
were formed for charitable purposes, should 
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have the same freedom to control their 
tenancies as housing authorities which were 
local authorities, because all the reasons 
which made it unnecessary to apply rent 
restrictions to those local authorities seemed 
to the Ministry to apply to housing associa- 
tions and housing trusts. The main purpose 
of the clause, therefore, was to give them 
the same freedom, the reason being that 
they were not subjected to the temptation— 
if it were a temptation — to exploit a 
monopoly or shortage situation, which was 
the cause of the Rent Acts. They were 
non-profit-making bodies, existing solely for 
the purpose of carrying out the functions 
of their founders and applying their revenues 
on a non-profit basis to the maintenance and 
improvement of the houses belonging to 
them. 


Housing Associations and Trusts 


The reason for the amendments was that 
it had been found that they had both to 
narrow it and to widen the clause. The reason 
was that housing associations were not quite 
the same in law as housing trusts. They 
might have property apart from the property 
which they held as a housing association; 
they might have investments in property 
which they held as normal investors. The 
provision must therefore be narrowed to 
make sure that this exemption did not apply 
to property which they held as investors in 
the ordinary sense of the word, but merely 
to the property which they held in their 
function as housing trusts. It -might there- 
fore be said that the purpose of the narrow- 
ing part of this series of amendments was to 
limit this exemption to the houses provided 
by an association under arrangements 
entered into with the local authority under 
Section 94 of the principal Act, or the corre- 
sponding provisions of earlier Housing Acts. 

The reason why it had also been found 
necessary to widen the clause slightly was 
that there were certain housing trusts where 
the definition and exemption extended to 
those registered under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1893, but some of 
the most successful and best known of the 
trusts which were operating, and which ‘were 
doing the best works, such, for instance, as 
the Guinness, Peabody and the Lewis Trusts, 
were not so registered. Therefore, they had 
to widen this a little in order to give the 
cover to bona fide housing trusts which pro- 
vided houses on a non-profit-making basis. 
The trusts with which they were concerned 
were, without exception, under the juris- 
diction of the Charity Commissioners, who 
exercised sufficient control to ‘prevent the 
possibility of abuse. Therefore, he thought 
it right that these trusts should be included 
in a Clause from which they were only exclu- 
ded by the purely technical fact that they 
were not registered under the Act concerned. 

After debate, the amendments were agreed 
to. 

Before the Committee adjourned, the 
clauses up to and including Clause 43 were 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

On March 11 Clause 44 (Short Title, 
Commencement, extent and repeals) was 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

The Committee then proceeded to consider 
the new clauses. Mr. MACMILLAN moved 
a new clause which, he said, was designed 
to reverse a decision in the High Court in 
case of Brown vy. the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. In that case the 
Court held that statutory tenants were 
included among the persons required under 
paragraph 3 (1, b) of the First Schedule to 
the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Pro- 
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cedure) Act, 1946, to be served by a local 
authority with a notice of a compulsory 
purchase order for the acquisition of a rent- 
controlled house when the compulsory pur- 
chase order was submitted to the Minister 
for confirmation. That was rather a shock, 
because it had not been happening under his 
administration or under that of his pre- 
decessors. It was a decision which was 
stated in law rather differently from that 
which had been thought to be the law, and 
it had had some rather embarrassing and 
costly results to the local authorities. At the 
same time, they had to be careful not to 
do anything which would injure the tenant. 

The new clause was read a second time 
and added to the Bill. 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved another new 
clause (Powers of local authorities in con- 
nection with lending money for housing pur- 
poses). He explained that some local 
authorities, mot a very great number, 
encouraged people to whom they loaned 
money for the purpose of house purchase, to 
make additional periodical payments to 
cover the cost of maintaining the house in 
good repair. He thought that was a good 
practice. The effect of it was to set up a 
fund or a credit in respect of the borrower 
from which money could be _ drawn. 
Under the existing law, local authorities had 
no power to pay interest on any such savings 
—because that was what they really were— 
which were banked for this purpose with 
the local authority. The purpose of the new 
clause was to give the right to pay interest 
on that money. That obviously was a prac- 
tice which it would be a good thing to 
encourage. A man should be able to build 
up his little savings either to complete the 
purchase more rapidly, or against possible 
repairs to the house. The local authority 
associations had been consulted and had 
approved the Clause. 


The only possible objection was that it 
might be argued that local authorities were 
usurping the functions of the savings banks 
in this matter. But that was only to a 
limited degree and, having advanced the 
money originally, they were in effect already 
acting as bankers. They also had an interest 
in the good maintenance of the house, 
because they had advanced the money on 
the value of it. He hoped, therefore, that 
the Committee would consider this a small 
thing of general advantage. 


Mr. BEVAN said that this seemed to be 
a desirable extension of existing powers. As 
the Minister knew, under the 1949 Act they 
increased considerably the amount of money 
which could be lent by local authorities for 
house purchase. They raised the limit on 
two occasions, first to £1,500, and then to 
£5,000. It seemed to him a provident thing 
to encourage the borrower of the money to 
set aside sums for repairs to the house. It 
was obviously to the interest of the local 
authority that a property on which it had 
advanced money should be kept at a proper 
value and the Opposition supported the new 
clause. 


The new clause was read a second time 
and added to the Bill, as was also a further 
new clause (Exemption from Section 2(2) of 
the Act of 1949 for long leases). In moving 
this clause Mr. MACMILLAN explained that 
it merely carried out technical changes 
which it was desired to make on Clause 33. 


New Clauses (Protection of Sub-Tenants in 
parts of premises) moved by MR. JANNER, 
and (Default powers of county councils) 
moved by Mr. MITCHISON, were also read a 
second time and added to the Bill. 
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Transmission of Tenancy on Death 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved a new clause 
(Amendment of the meaning of the 
expression “ tenant” in the Act of 1920). He 
said that its purpose was to correct a flaw 
in the law relating to the transmission of a 
statutory tenancy on the death of a tenant. 
By virtue of the appropriate section in the 
Rent Acts, on the death of a controlled or 
statutory tenant, the tenancy passed to his 
widow, if she was living with him at the 
time of his death, or, if there was no widow, 
or the tenant is a woman, it was passed to 
a member of the tenant’s family living with 
him for at least six months before his death. 
The existence of a widow who had not 
been living with her husband thus defeated 
the right of any other member of the family 
who had been living with him. This result 
was almost certainly not intended and it was 
clearly inequitable. The Government hoped 
that there would not be many such cases 
because they hoped that there were not 
many cases of these separated families; but 
this provision would put right an injustice 
which had shown itself. 


The new clause was read a second time 
and added to the Bill. 


Mr. John Hay moved a new clause (Power 
to postpone demolition of condemned houses 
pending execution of works) in the following 
terms :— 


**(1) If. an owner of a house in respect of which 
a demolition order has become operative submits 
proposals to the local authority for the execution by 
him of works designed to secure the reconstruction, 
enlargement or improvement of the house, or of any 
buildings of which the house is one, and the local 
authority are satisfied that the result of the works 
will be the provision of one or more houses fit for 
human habitation, the authority shall have power to 
extend for such period as they may specify the time 
within which the owner or owners of the house are 
required under subsection (1) of section thirteen of the 
principal Act to demolish it, in order that the said 
owner may have an opportunity of carrying out the 
works. 

““(2) The said time may be further extended by 
the local authority once or more often as occasion may 
require, if the works have been begun and appear to 
the authority to be making satisfactory progress or, 
though they have not been begun, the authority think 
there has been no unreasonable delay; and if the 
works are completed to the satisfaction of the authority 


.they shall revoke the demolition order without pre- 


judice to any subsequent proceedings under Part II of 
the principal Act. 


“* (3) Where in relation to a house a local authority 
determine to extend or further extend the time men- 
tioned in subsection (1) of this section, notice of the 
determination shall be served by the authority on every 
person having an interest in the house, whether as 


freeholder, mortgagee, lessee or otherwise. 


He said that the clause had been agreed 
on by all the local authority associations, 
and had the blessing of the Minister. The 
clause would prevent houses which could 
be made thoroughly fit for human habitation 
and thoroughly up to date going out of 
existence altogether. Local authorities 
already had power to revoke the demolition 
orders which were made for a temporary 
period. The purpose of the new clause 
would be, with all the safeguards, to give 
them more power of having second thoughts 
about a house where they were satisfied 
that it was in the public interest to keep 
the house in being provided the necessary 
work was done. 


In response to an appeal from Mr. Bevan, 
Mr. MACMILLAN gave the reasons why he 
was prepared to accept the new clause. He 
said they were all determined that houses 
which were condemned should be demo- 
lished. Indeed, he hoped very soon to start 
a new type of score-board for the housing 
campaign. “Not only the houses built but 
the houses pulled down each month.” That 
would be a great effort upon which to 
ask local authorities to concentrate, because 
their performance before the war under those 
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Acts was a remarkable one, reaching some. 
thing like a million houses a year to be 
demolished. There was, however, this diff- 
culty about procedure, that once a demoli- 
tion order had been made, for whatever 
reason, the local authority could never 
reprieve a house. Quite a number of demo- 
lition orders had been made. He did not 
think that this would apply very much ip 
the towns, although it might possibly apply 
in some special instances. He imagined that 
had it not been for the proximity of Par. 
liament, streets like North-street and Barton. 
street would probably have been pulled down 
as slums many years ago. Because these 
small houses were owned or were taken 
over by people who would have lived in 
larger houses in a different period, they had 
become valuable property, but intrinsically 
they were bad houses. It was, however, 
worth while for these people to do 50, 
because it suited their convenience. The 
clause would relate mainly to country 
cottages. They had such a case brought 
to their notice the other day, where a nun- 
ber of rural cottages were made the subject 
of a demolition order before the war, but 
the order was not proceeded with because 
of the war. The cottages were occupied, 
and the owner said to the county council: 
“Instead of pulling them down, may | 
build them up again?” He was told by 
the county council: “Sorry, but there is a 
demolition order on them and all you can 
do is to pull them down.” 

That was a pity, because those properties 
might have been made into good cottages 
or houses, and might, as was suggested, be 
purchased by people who wished to us 
them and could make them valuable, and 
who would be able to keep them in repair. 

The clause would give an easement and 
the possibility of the preservation of a house 
or houses which obviously should be pre- 
served if people chose to spend money on 
them. He admitted that in many cases this 
kind of expenditure would not be on an 
economic basis, but because someone con- 
sidered it to be a pity that these houses 
should go, or because he wished to make 
a nice house for himself. It would not be 
economic in the sense that he could build 
a new house cheaper. However, he thought 
it worth while taking these powers and trust- 
ing the local authorities to use them properly. 

The new clause was read a second time 
and added to the Bill, and the Committee 
adjourned. 


Town and Country Planning Bill 


ON Marcu 15, Mr. MACMILLAN moved the 
second reading of the Town and Country 
Planning Bill. He explained that it was the 
second stage in the Government’s plans for 
amending the Town and Country Planning 
Act of 1947. The interim Act passed last 
session abolished the development charge and 
suspended the great pay-out of £300 millions. 

This Bill was the second stage, the building 
up of new provisions by substituting for the 
great pay-out a new system of compensation. 
The development charge had passed unlament 
and the Government undertook to provide a 
system which he had called ‘* pay-as-you-g0- 
That was in the present Bill. The essence of 
the present scheme was that claims were 1 
future to attach to the land. There would only 
be payment where a claim was established. and 
the purpose was to provide a system of com 
pensation which would enable a local authority 
to exercise planning control without fear of 
cost, and which was free from the difficulties 
associated with the development charge. 
Government had an obligation toward thos 
who had suffered injury, some of whom had 
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waited for payment for many years. Some owed 
large sums and some were in serious financial 
difficulties. The Government regretted that there 
had been delay in payment where it was due. 
The control established under the 1947 Act over 
the development of land was unaltered. The 

ition of lo¢al authorities in controlling de- 
velopment was unchanged. There was no 
amendment of the planning provisions of the 
1947 Act in the present Bill, except some minor 
consequential amendments. Within the next twa 
ot three years the Government of the day might 
well find it necessary to introduce a general 
amending Bill, not to make any fundamental 
change but to put right some difficulties, and, 
if possible, to simplify the procedure. 


Under the Bill there would be compensation 
only as and when damage was done. Nothing 
made the position of people who failed to claim 
under the 1947 Act any worse than if the original 
scheme had gone through, but in every case 
where they were allowed to develop their land 
they were better off. because they no longer 
had to pay the development charge. There was 
an unfounded fear that the principle of “ pay- 
as-you-go ” might mean that short-term finance, 
or economy, might dominate planning. If he 
thought that he would not have introduced the 
scheme, but he would admit that it was theoreti- 
cally possible. Since the money had to be 
found ‘‘ as-you-go”” a Government could, if 
they wished, bring the whole thing to ruin by 
refusing to propose the necessary moncy 
supplies, or the House could do so by refusing 
to vote the money. Nevertheless, he did not 
think it need be feared that any Government 
would fail to ask for it or that any House 
would refuse to vote the money to finance 
compensation, always provided the Government 
stuck to the principle of paying only the estab- 
lished claims and so maintaining a strict hold 
over the money that would be needed. The 
amount could not be more than £300 millions, 
because it could not be more than the claims, 
and it would probably be less. The Govern- 
ment had no intention of subordinating the 
proper use of land to the need of Budgetary 
economy. There would be a heavy bill over the 
past six years because so much of the work of re- 
striction was done then, and it was estimated that 
£30 millions was due to claim holders. It 
could only be guessed what was due to those 
under planning restrictions, but it must be a 
large sum. No Parliament could effectively bind 
its successors to the amount they would vote 
nor could he assume how much planning com- 
pensation would be required from year to year 
after the backlog had been cleared. but ke 
thought it would be small in terms of ‘modern 
finance and budgets; probably a few millions a 
year would be the order of things. The Govern- 
ment had already made it clear that they were 
willing to find £30 millions compensation pay- 
ments within a period of five years and indicated 
that they were ready to find it in a shorter 
period should it be required. It was unlikely 
that more than £30 millions would be required 
in the five years, but it was an indication to 
future Parliaments that they intended to take 
the matter seriously. It was not his intention, 
nor the intention of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that decisions about the right use sf 
land should be governed by the cost of compen- 
sation. Provided they held to the maximum 
compensation payable on the basis of estab- 
lished claims, they were glad to pay what was 
necessary as it fell due. The Bill enabled the 
Minister to review a planning decision when 
compensation was claimed. and, if he saw fit, 
to alter the decision and allow the development. 
The Government would endeavour to have the 
most urgently needed regulations ready as soon 
as the Bil! was passed and to invite applica- 
tions under Part I immediately after the passing 
of the Bill. If the Bill received the Royal 
Assent, as he hoped, before the summer recess. 
then the Central Land Board would be able to 
begin making payments before the end of this 
year, but if it did not pass until the autumn 
then the board would have to postpone payment 
until early next year 


Dealing with the clauses relating to the exclu- 
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sion of compensation in certain cases, he said 
that the line the Government had taken was to 
set out a number of types of restriction common 
in planning, which had the effect of limiting, 
controlling or postponing the development that 
might take place, but not, generally speaking, 
of preventing building development altogether. 
The only exception was where development 
might he dangerous or liable to involve the 
local authority in heavy expenditure, such as 
where land was liable to flooding or subsidence. 
Building could be prohibited on that kind of 
land without compensation becoming payable. 
Compensation would not be payable for refusal 
to allow change in the use of buildings. Very 
often a change of use would be thoroughly 
unneighbourly. Supposing somebody wanted 
to start a noisy industrial process in a quiet 
residential street. Sometimes it would not be 
so much unneighbourly as wrong. Planning 
authorities sometimes tried to interfere too much 
in preventing changes of use, and their power 
should be invoked sparingly. If the power was 
used only to prevent changes of use that were 
wrong and harmful, it was reasonable that 
compensation should not be payable. 

The Government did not seek to increase the 
powers of local authorities for compulsory 
acquisition. They were already very wide. There 
was no evidence that unreasonably high prices 
were being asked by landowners. 

In the debate which followed, the Opposition 
strongly opposed the Bill. Sir Lynn UNGoED- 
THOMAS moved the rejection in the following 
terms:—“‘ That this House declines to give a 
second reading to a Bill which fails to safe- 
guard the public interest in land values created 
by community endeavour, prejudices the 
planning work of local authorities and will be 


. detrimental to future land use planning.” 


He said that the Bill put the clock back to 
the position before the Silkin Act. It restored at 
central government level instead of local 
government level the financial stranglehold 
which condemned planning before the war. If 
planning was to be preserved the element of 
development values must be taken out of pri- 
vate sales. Planning could not be obtained 
without the State or the local authorities having 
the advantage of betterment. Planning would 
be sacrificed and warped by the financial con- 
tractions inserted in the Bill. The only way 
was to provide a financial solution which would 
make compensation and betterment in some 
form or another inter-dependent. 

The motion for rejection was negatived by 
296 votes to 262, and the Bill was read a second 
time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Church Buildings 


On March 2, in the House of Lords, the 
New Housing Areas (Church Building) 
Measure, 1954, to enable the Church Com- 
missioners to make grants or loans in respect 
of church buildings in certain areas in view 
of recent housing developments and the 
absence or insufficiency of suitable church 
buildings, was agreed to. 


Sizes of Houses 


On March 9, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many four- and five-bedroomed houses 
were built in 1953; and how this compared 
with 1951. 


Mr. MaArPLeEs, who replied, said that in 
1953, 4,211 dwellings with four bedrooms 
and 36 dwellings with five or more bed- 
rooms were completed. The figures for 
1951 were 4,295 and 69 respectively. These 
figures applied only to houses built by local 
authorities and new town corporations. 


House Purchase Deposits 


On March 9, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
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what progress had been made in his talks 
with building societies to secure a reduction 
in the deposit which a house purchaser had 
to find. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that two comple- 
mentary schemes of guarantee under 
Section 5 (2) of the Housing Act, 1949, had 
been worked out. These schemes were now 
being considered by the associations of local 
authorities concerned. The Minister hoped 
to have their comments shortly. 


Planning Appeals 


On March 9, Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked 
the Minister of Housing and. Local Govern- 
ment whether he had had regard to recent 
representations made to him as to possible 
improvements in the procedure relating to 
the adjudication of planning appeals. 

Mr. MarPLES said that the Minister hac 
considered these representations, but he 
thought that the present procedure for deal- 
ing with planning appeals was appropriate. 
He was concerned, however, about the time 
taken for decisions; this had lengthened 
because of the increase in the number of 
appeals; he was taking measures to 
shorten it. 


Building Costs 

On March 9, in reply to Mr. Gibson, the 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
MarRPLES, said that he estimated the cost 
of the average three-bedroom house built in 
1953 at £1,385, of which £457 (33 per cent.) 


represented labour and £790 (57 per cent.) 
materials, 


Requisitioned Property 


On March 9, Mrs. LENA JEGER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Gevernment 
if he would state the number of families 
in London housed in requisitioned property; 
what expenditure he permitced on repair 
and maintenance of those premises; and 
whether he was aware that local authorities 
frequently found the permitted expenditure 
insufficient to keep these houses fit for 
families to live in. 

Mr. MARPLES said that the approximate 
number of families occupying: requisitioned 
premises in the London area was 85,000, of 
whom about 56,500 were in the Metropolitan 
Boroughs. The annual sum now allowed 
to a local authority for repairs to requi- 
sitioned houses was an overall average of 
£25 per family. unit, or the average of the 
preceding three years, whichever was the 
less. Within this limit a loca] authority 
might spend without prior approval up to 
£100 on the repair of an individual unit. 
These limits were fixed as recently as 
October last, and discussions which officers 
of the Department had had wi-h representa- 
tives of the authorities should help to over- 
come any difficulties. 3 


Codes of Practice 


On March 9, SiR WILLIAM DarLING asked 
the Minister of Works what changes were 
contemplated in the responsibilities of his 
department for codes of practice in building. 

Sirk Davip Eccceés said that in agreement 
with the professional insti:utions the British 
Standards Institution were establishing a 
Council for Codes of Practice to be respon- 
sible for all work on codes of practice, 
including building construction and civil. 
mechanical and electrical engineering codes. 
The chairman-elect was Mr. A. S. Quarter- 
maine, CBE, MC, Past-president of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. After March 
31 the services carried out by his Depart- 
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ment for the present Council for Codes of 
Practice for Buildings would be undertaken 
by the British Standards Institution. During 
the eleven years that this Council had 
worked under the egis of his Department 
some 150 codes of practice, covering nearly 
every aspect of building, had been published, 
and he would like to take this opportunity 
of paying tribute to the value of this work 
and expressing gratitude to the members of 
the code and drafting committees whose 
voluntary service had made this achieve- 
ment possible. 


Employment in Building 

On March 9, Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister of Works how many building 
workers were employed in each quarter in 
1953 on new houses, industrial building, 
agricultural building, school building, repair 
work and all other forms of building work, 
respectively. 

Sir Davip Ecc es said the following was 
the information: 
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The building would be four storeys high 
and the ground floor would be entirely 
devoted to a loading platform and a park- 
ing space. The reason it had been necessary 
to present a hybrid Bill was because the 
Post Office railway had to be diverted for 
about 600 yards and it would be necessary 
to tunnel under other people’s property. The 
estimated cost of the first part of the scheme 
would be of the order of £4 million. 


Mr. Hosson supported the Bill on behalf 
of the Opposition. 


Str LESLIE PLUMMER said that, as a Lon- 
doner, he welcomed new buildings, but he 
wanted them to be beautiful. He believed 
it was the Minister of Works who so wisely 
said that we did not want to see a neo- 
Georgian London. While the Post Office or 
Ministry of Works architects had done very 
good work in the past and had built reason- 
ably decent post offices, which were at least 
distinct from horrible buildings like certain 
chain store buildings, they were now begin- 
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These figures excluded the building trades 
workers directly employed by local authori- 
ties, public utilities and private firms in 
other industries, e.g., brewing, shipbuilding, 
etc.. Of these, about 30,000. men had been 
throughout the period employed by local 
authorities on new house construction. The 
remainder were employed mainly on repairs 
and maintenance: 


(a) Excluding work exempted from 
authorisation and licensing; men engaged 
on such work were included under “all 
other work (including repair and main- 
tenance).” 


(b) These figures covered -the contrac- 
tors’ labour force employed on the erec- 
tion of factory storage premises and on 
work for the basic industries, including 
gas, electricity, transport and communica- 
tions. The amount of work done in this 
category rose during the year despite the 
fall in the labour force. 


The Post Office Bill 


On March 10 Mr. GAMMANS, Assistant 
Postmaster-General, moved the second read- 
ing of the Post Office (Site and Railway) 
Bill, the object of which is to enable the 
Post Office to put up a new building to 
replace the present Western District Office 
in London. He said that since the war the 
office had had to cope with vastly increased 
work. 


The site which had been chosen was 
between. Rathbone-place and Newman-street 
and had largely been cleared by bombs, It 
was very close to the Post Office railway 
running between Whitechapel and Padding- 
ton. It was proposed to undertake building 
in two stages. The first, which would be 
started as soon as the Bill was passed, affec- 
ted an area of ‘one and a half acres and 
would entail the demolition of only five 
buildings. The second stage, which it was 
not proposed to start for 10 years, would 
mean the demolishing of a row of offices 
and shops. ; 


ning to slip into the error of simply repeat- 
ing the successes of 20 or 30 years ago. Post 
offices were certainly easily recognisable, but 
then, so were public conveniences, and 
nobody attributed to them any great artistic 
or architectural merit. The new building 
provided a great opportunity for a proper 
design. The public services were neglecting 
our young established designers, muralists 
and artists to a shocking degree. This new 
building on a magnificent site provided an 
opportunity for our great monumental 
sculptors. f 


Sir Davip Ecc es, the Minister of Works, 
said that his Ministry acted on behalf of 
the Post Office in putting up these buildings, 
and had an arrangement with the Treasury 
whereby a specific percentage of the total 
cost of the building could be used for 
sculptures, interior treatment and treatment 
outside the building. In that way he thought 
they would be able to associate with the 
architect, sculptors and designers, whom he 
thought would embellish his building. They 

ere putting out to competition the furnish- 
ings of some of the new buildings. One 
very successful effort had been received and 
he was pressing on with another. In that 
way they could give the various designers 
of modern furniture a chance to see what 
they could do. 


The Bill was read a second time. 


Smokeless Zone for London 


On March 10, after the City of London 
(Various Powers) Bill had been read a 
second time, SiR HERBERT WILLIAMS moved 
that it be an instruction to the Committee 
which is to consider the: Bill to leave out 
Clause 4, which empowers the City Corpora- 
tion to prohibit the emission of smoke in 
the City. He spoke of the deaths from the 
fogs of 15 months ago, and said that investi- 
gation and research were needed to find out 
where the danger lay. The major trouble 
was ‘ sulphur dioxide. Combined with 
moisture, it produced sulphurous acid, and 
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if it could take a bit more oxygen from the 
air it became sulphuric acid. That was 
the main cause of the attack on our build. 
ings and metalwork. 


Considerable efforts had been made to 
eliminate sulphur dioxide from power 
stations. Only three power stations in the 
world had had plant designed for the pur- 
pose. One was the power station built by 
the Fulham Corporation and now owned by 
the British Electricity Authority. It hada 
sulphur-dioxide washing plant, but was out 
of action. The second was the Battersea 
Power Station, which used coal, and the 
other the Bankside Power Station which used 
oil, just the other side of the river opposite 
St. Paul’s. These devices were not only 
failures; in his judgment. they were worse, 
for they were aggravating the prob!em. The 
great tragedy was Bankside. To-day §, 
Paul’s was in greater peril of destruction 
through sulphuric acid because there had 
been insistence on the Bankside Power 
Station using oil fuel instead of coal, with 
a 4 per cent. sulphur content instead of 
the 14 per cent. in coal. Bankside also had 
the washing plant. St. Paul’s was in greater 
peri] than if its friends had not taken action 
to insist on the British Electricity Authority 
installing that plant. 

Sir ALFRED Bossom, seconding, said that 
many members of the House would 
remember how parts of the stone pinnacles 
and pieces of stone used to fall off the river 
fagade of the House on to the Terrace, 
Stones of the wall had to be dug out and 
replaced by new ones, and he understood the 
cost of that was double the cost of. the 
original erection over the whole facade. That 
sort of thing was going on all over London, 
and it was undoubtedly due to sulphuric acid 
penetrating and disintegrating the stones. 
There was no mention in the Bill of anything 
to attempt to prevent that. As the years 
went by he believed they would see the same 
damage to St. Pauil’s unless some preventive 
action was taken. 

SiR HAROLD WEBBE said it would seem 
that we were suffering from three troubles 
—first, from sulphur dioxide; second, from 
carbon monoxide; and’ third, from soot. 
The City of London were seeking the powers 
contained in the Bill because they were 
embarking on the colossal business of re- 
building large areas, and it was the most 
appropriate time to establish a smokeless 
zone so that new buildings could be made 
to prevent the emission of smoke. 

Mr. MArPLES said the issue was a narrow 
one whether there should be a smokeless 
zone in the City of London. The whole 
House would agree that there should be, and 
the Government hoped the Bill would go 
through. The Government were determined 
to conquer the evil of air pollution generally. 
They would welcome carefully _ planned 
expansion of the smokeless zones. The 
Ministry of Fuel and Power would welcome 
their expansion, because they had larger 
quantities of smokeless fuel than they had 
had for a long time, as Jarger quantities of 
oil from the new refineries were being used 
by industry. It was estimated that there 
were 12 million houses with open fires, which 
was too many if there were to be smokeless 
cities. The Government wished to instal 
modern grates in the old houses, and to 
ensure a steady supply of smokeless fuel. 
They proposed to persuade as many local 
authorities as possible to display for several 
months two or three improvements and col 
versions, including fuel-saving appliances, 
with details of their weekly running expenses. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Employment Figures 

According to the latest employment 
figures issued by the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. in the building and con- 
tracting industries employment declined by 
11,000 during the month of January, to a 
figure of 1,390,000. 


Sea Wall 


Within a week of the flooding by the sea 
at Penrhyn Bay on the North Wales coast, 
Llandudno Council has received notification 
from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government that its scheme for building 
part of the sea wall has been approved. 
The work will cost about £100,000. 


Best Student’s Award 


Mr. R. S. Williams, president of the 
LMBA, made his Association’s presentation 
of the Award of Merit and Citation to Mr. 
J. Rhodes, a student of the Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts, at 
the school on March 10. This award is 
given by the LMBA to the best student in 
the school. 


Apprentices’ Competition 
Apprentices competitions in brickwork. 
carpentry and joinery, plumbing, wood- 


' machining, painting and decorating were 


held in the Building Centre attached to the 
South-East Essex Technical College and 
School of Art, Longbridge-road, Dagenham, 
on March 13. Representatives from various 
colleges participated, each selecting one 
apprentice under 18 years of age and one 
under 21 years of age. The competitions 
were held in conjunction with an exhibition 
of building and surveying students’ work 


Competitive Decorating 


Master painters and decorators had to face 
increased competition last year from part- 
time workers and people carrying out 
decorations in their own homes, Mr. J. 
Smith, president of the Wolverhampton and 
district branch of the National Federation of 
Master Painters and Decorators of England 
and Wales, said at the annual dinner of the 
branch in Wolverhampton, on March 5. Mr. 
Smith declared: “‘ The only way we can meet 
this competition is to do a good job at a 
reasonable price.” 


Ewell Technical College 


The official opening of the new Ewell 
County Technical College in Reigate Road, 
Ewell, Surrey, is to be performed by Lt. Gen. 
Sir Ronald M. Weeks, KCB, CBE, DSO, 
chairman of the National Advisory Council 
on Education for Industry and Commerce, 
on March 22. It has been planned that this 
College shall be the main centre in Surrey 
for science and building education, and the 
present building is the first stage of the pro- 
ject, and only about one-third of the future 
technical college. More than 1,000 students 
have been enrolled in the current session, 
and during the latter part of the opening day 
members of the public will be able to visit 
the buildings and see the scope of tuition 
Provided by the College. 

‘ Courses in surveying are to start on April 
25 at the College. There will be part-time 
day and evening courses in preparation 
for the First and Intermediate examinations 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. Students should make application 
immediately to the Principal of the College. 
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Course on Brickwork 

A full-time course lasting one week will 
be provided in the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the Brixton School of Building from 
July 19 until July 23 inclusive. The course 
will include lectures, demonstrations, visits 
to works and opportunities of workshop 
practice in relation to gauged brickwork, 
under the guidance of specially skilled and 
experienced instructors. The number of 
places available is limited to 20, and further 
particulars are available from the Secretary, 
LCC Brixton School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, SW4. 


Spread of Towns 

One of the latest booklets published by 
the Conservative Political Centre in their 
Research Series is ‘“‘ The Spread of Towns,” 
by Mr. Geoffrey D. M. Block. It has a 
foreword by Mr. Harold Macmillan, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
and is a general survey based on research of 
present and future land-use and urban de- 
velopment in Great Britain. Copies are 
available from the Sales Section, Conserva- 
tive Central Office, Abbey House, 2-8, 
Victoria-street, SW1, price 1s. 6d. 


Progress in 1953 

The accounts of the Abbey National 
Building Society for the past year show that 
total assets have risen from £153,974,000 to 
£181,183,000 at the end of 1953. During 
1953 the record sum of £38,362,000 was 
advanced on mortgage to assist home owner- 
ship, as compared with £30,039,000 in -1952. 
The sum received by way of new share sub- 
scriptions was also a record at £35,435,000. 
Meantime, the Society’s proportion of 
liquidity has been fully maintained, trustee 
investments and cash at December 31, 1953, 
totalling £23,478,000. The reserves’ and 
carry forward have been strengthened during 
the year to reach £7,740,000. 


BUILDING BOARDS 
Results of Fire Tests 

NATIONAL BUILDING Study Special Report 
No. 22, entitled “Fire Hazard of Internal 
Linings,” has been published by the 
Stationery Office for the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, price 
Is, 3d. 

Since the war there has been a great 
increase in the use of building boards as 
internal linings for walls and ceilings. These 
boards have many advantages, but when 
used in certain ways some of them can con- 
tribute to the rapid growth of fire, particu- 
larly during the early stages. In view of the 
importance of these materials to the build- 
ing industry, it is essential to know where 
they may be used with safety, and experi- 
ments have been carried out at the Fire 
Research Station to assess the fire hazard of 
different types of board and the efficiency 
of various flame-retardant treatments. The 
results are given in this special report. 

The fire tests were carried out on small- 
scale models (down to 1/10 size) of furnished 
rooms which were lined with various build- 
ing boards, both in their natural state and 
with flame-retardant treatments applied. It 
was found that the most important effect 
of fire-retardant paints lies in preventing the 
ignition of boards by small sources of 
ignition and by retarding the development 
of fire in the early stages, when every 
moment is precious. Many are less effective 
in stopping the spread of fire once some of 
the furniture is alight. The results are sum- 
marised in a form that will help in inter- 
preting the results of the “Surface spread 
of flame test” of BS 476 
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Friendly Relationship with LCC 


(THE LMBA has sent a letter of congatula- 

tions and good wishes to Mr. R. J. 
Allerton, who becomes Director of Housing 
to the LCC at the end of the month, follow- 
ing the retirement of Mr. Cyril Walker. 

In a letter to the Director, LMBA, Mr. 
Cyril Walker says: “ I should like to. take this 
opportunity of thanking you and your officers 
and ask you to let it be known to your 
members how much I have appreciated the 
friendly relationship which has existed be- 
tween us in the consideration of all our 
problems.” 


Donation to BBI 


The LMBA has sent a donation of 25 gns. 
to the Builders’ Benevolent Institution, of 
which Mr. F. Taylor, of Taylor, Woodrow, 
Ltd., is this year’s president. The annual 
dinner of the Institution takes place in the 
Dorchester Hotel on April 6. 


South African Builders’ Jubilee 


Mr. H. C. Harland, who was president in 
1943 and 1944, is to represent the LMBA at 
the fiftieth anniversary congress in Durban 
in October of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers in South Africa. 


NON-AQUEOUS SUSPENSIONS 
Their Rheological Behaviour 


KNOWLEDGE OF the flow properties of 
mixtures of powdered solids and liquids 
other than water is of importance in many 
industries, and investigations made at the 
Road Research Laboratory over a number 
of years on suspensions of this type are 
described in Road Research Technical Paper 
No. 28, price 2s., published by the Stationery 
Office for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research. 


The powders used for the work included 
limestone, granites, slate, silica, slag and 
Portland cement. Some of the tests were 
made with very fine powders collected from 
air-separating systems or were specially pre- 
pared in a ball mill. Two types of liquid 
were used for the suspension of the powders. 
One was a refined coal tar obtained from 
the high-temperature carbonization of coal 
and consisting of hydrocarbons of a pre- 
dominantly aromatic character, the other a 
bitumen containing hydrocarbons of a pre- 
dominantly aliphatic nature which was 
obtained as a residue in the distillation of 
crude petroleum. Both liquids had a similar 
viscosity at a temperature of 15 degrees C 
and behaved substantially as simple Newton- 
ian liquids at temperatures above that figure. 


The main problem was to find the effect 
on the flow properties of the mixture of the 
amount and physical characteristics of the 
powder used, particularly when it was present 
in large quantities. The work was therefore 
concerned first with the study of the flow 
properties of two-phase systems and secondly 
with the physical characteristics of finely 
divided materials. The first part of the paper 
describes a systematic study of the flow pro- 
perties of the powder/liquid suspensions over 
a wide range of concentration. The results 
showed the importance of the voids fraction 
in the dry powders. The second part describes 
work on the void structure of the packed 
powders and the third part relates the results 
to the rheological behaviour of systems of 
high solid concentration. 
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PRODUCTION IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Higher Output per Man Achievable 


TMHE Westminster Bank Review. issued to 
shareholders and others, contains a 
striking note on the greater productivity of 
the building industry. The Bank quotes from 
the Treasury’s “ Bulletin for Industry,” which 
gave encouraging news on this point, and 
held out the hope of still further progress. 
The following is an extract from the Review: 
The labour force in the building and con- 
tracting industry has not varied much from 
year to year since 1948, and it is unlikely 
that it will change much in the near future. 
The increases in production which have 
occurred in the past two years are therefore 
attributable chiefly to higher output per man, 
in other words to greater productivity, and 
future increases will have to be attained in 
the same way. The following table shows the 
relation between man-power and output for 
the past six years. 
LUILDING AND CONTRACTING 
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
Production* ... 100 105 105 101 103 $108 
Manpowert_ ... 1,450 1,438 1,434 1,449 1,435 1,448 

* Index 1948 = 100 

t+ Numbers employed in June—thousands. 

t Average of first nine months. 

In 1951 production was up by only 1 per 
cent. on 1948, whereas for manufacturing 
industries it was up by nearly 20 per cent. 
There were various reasons for this. Not 
only were materials short, especially building 
steel, but too much new work was started. 
so that the efforts of the industry were spread 
wastefully over too large a field. These 
matters have now been put right, but there 
are other factors, according to the Treasury’s 
Bulletin, which account for the recovery of 
productivity: more building equipment and 
machinery has been brought into use, mainly 
by the larger firms; there have been import- 
ant developments in the manufacture of parts 
away from the site; labour has been trans- 
ferred during the past two years from repairs 
to new building where on account of the 
more continuous and uniform nature of the 
work output per man is higher. 

Most of the increase of production in 1952 
and 1953 was taken up by the housing pro- 
gramme, but in 1953 there was in addition a 
small increase (reckoned by value) in building 
for educational purposes. The labour and 
other resources for this expansion were di- 
verted from repair work, which has declined 
steadily as war damage repairs dwindled. In- 
dustrial building declined in 1951 from the 
maximum reached in 1950 and failed to re- 
cover in 1952, partly because of the steel 
shortage. But in the first three quarters of 
1953 there was a big increase in the value of 
industrial work licensed as compared with 
1952, and the number of buildings under 
construction was increasing. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. W. C. Goprrey, who has been with Cellactite 
and British Uralite, Ltd:, for 25 years, is now com- 
mencing business in London as a manufacturers’ agent. 
In this new venture he has the good wishes of the 
directors of Cellactite and British Uralite, Ltd. 


W. H. Heywood & Co., Ltd., patent glazing and 
roofing engineers, Bayhall Works, Huddersfield, Yorks, 
have appointed Mr. GeorGe NosLeE as general sales 
manager. Mr. Noble is succeeded in Scotland by Mr. 
J._L. THomas, who is working from Heywood’s new 
office address, 5, Newton-place, Glasgew, C.3. Tel.: 
Glasgow, Douglas 0103. 


Ministry Circulars 


Circular No. 7/54, ‘Disabled Persons,” 
and circular No. 8/54, “ Rivers (Prevention 
of Pollution) Act, 1951,” have now been 
issued by the MOHLG. 
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ACCIDENT DURING 
DEMOLITION 
Firm Fined £50 


ADEQUATE precautions were not taken 

during a demolition operation at the 
Smethwick firm of Chance Bros., Ltd., in 
which four men were killed. 

This was the opinion of Mr. William 
Douglas Short, a Government inspector of 
engineering works, who was giving evidence 
at Smethwick Magistrates’ Court recently, 
when the firm was fined £50 with 5s. costs. 

The firm was summoned with contraven- 
ing the Building (Safety, Health and Wel- 
fare) Regulations of 1949, in that demolition 
of a certain building was carried out and 
that during the progress of the work, pre- 
cautions were not taken to prevent the 
accidental collapse of part of the building, 
in consequence of which John Hinton, of 
Grafton-road, Causeway Green, Langley, 
was killed. 

“In my opinion, the precautions taken in 
this case were not adequate,” he said. ““ When 
any work is being done on structures of this 
type, an additional safety precaution is to 
provide support for the arches themselves.” 

The firm, the court was told, had been 
concerned with the provision of a new pump- 
ing station with filter beds for pumping 
canal water for use in their factory. 

It was decided to use an existing erection 
consisting of three brick-built arches which 
had been used for some other purpose, many 
years ago. On December 7 work was 
started on demolishing the middle arch. 
When the work was finished the middle arch 
completely collapsed and John Hinton, who 
was standing on that arch, was killed. 

Mr. William Henry Green, works  sur- 
veyor, of Chances,: said that Mr. Hinton, 
who was his assistant, had been with the 
firm for five years and had great experience 
of building works. 

Mr. Hinton had previously demolished 
similar arches in other parts of the works 
without incident. The works surveyor said 
that no mention was made of taking the 
arch crown down. “I always said that 
must not be destroyed until we could make 
certain of that wall,” he added. Mr. Green 
said he had told Mr. Hinton not to take 
the arch down. 

Charles Edward Prince, who was engaged 
on the work, said that Mr. Hinton gave him 
his instructions and on the Monday before 
the accident told him: ‘“ Now it is all clear. 
We can take away arch ‘C’.” 

“At the time of the accident,” said Mr. 
Prince, ‘““I was standing on the wall between 
*B’ and ‘C’ arches, talking to Mr. Hinton. 
I heard him shout ‘Hey, up,’ and then he 
disappeared. I did not see him again. He 
fell under the rubble, but I managed to jump 
clear and escape.” 


Scandinavian Tour 

Each year the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association arranges a study holiday 
tour for members, their families and friends. 
This year Norway and Sweden are to be 
visited from August 25 to September 13. 
Mr. Osborn, chairman of the Executive, will 
lead the party which is limited to 35 per- 
sons, and local planners, architects, engin- 
eers, housing and other experts will act as 
guides. A number of municipalities will 
entertain the party at luncheon er dinner. 
A leaflet giving details is obtainable from 
the Association at 28, King-street, Covent 
Garden, WC2. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Aluminium for Industrial Roofing 


A new type of corrugated aluminium roof. 
ing sheet, specially designed for industria, 
purposes and which, it is claimed, can be 
expected to last for more than 50 years jg 
marine or industrial environments and oye 
100 years in tropical or rural situations, has 





sheets 
aluminium alloy. 


A_ roof covered with of Noral 


been produced by the Northern Aluminium 
Co., Ltd., of Banbury, Oxfordshire. Made 
of Noral alloy 3S, the sheet has been designed 
to withstand the weight of a man and to 
resist denting by the boots of maintenance 
parties. The standard thickness for roofing 
purposes is 20 SWG, which makes possible 
a span of up to 9ft.; thinner sheet (22 SWG) 
can be used for the sides of buildings in the 
interests of economy. The sheet’s profile, 
which was shown by development work to be 
the most suitable, is an asymmetrical section 
having deep straight-sided corrugations with 
wide troughs for rapid water-shedding and 
narrow crests. This profile, it is claimed, 
imparts to a building clean lines unobtainable 
with symmetrical profiles. 


Church Heating 


A booklet illustrating the various installa 
tions in churches both at home and overseas 
of their method of overhead radiant heating 
has been issued by Bratt Colbran, Ltd., 10, 
Mortimer-street, W1. 


Material Loader 


A unit which is understood to enable one 
man to load, transport, elevate and deposit 
large volumes of loose material is being 
produced by David Roberts and Co. (Eng 
neers), Ltd., 58 Petty France, SW1. Known 
as the “ Rotor-Loader,” it gives a continuous 
flow of materials at a rate of 30/50 cub. yds. 
per hour. Its maximum efficiency is obtalt 
able with sizes up to 3 in., but it can also 
handle up to 6 in. The loader is powered 
by a 5 hp unit, either electric or diesel, and 
the discharge height can be varied by adjust 
ment of the telescopic mounting on the steel 
ing carriage. 
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-CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright, It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ s ¢ 
Pit Ballast a ass ag ner ve a r yd. 
Pit Sand a ee ve a ox, oe — §¢@ 3 
Washed Sand . “ee re ve aie fe ms 23 
in. Shingle... aes rie aes iat des A 18 Il 
{i Broken Brick _... ai ae act tes pe 19 3 
Breeze... ae sas - 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate per ton 241% 1 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site a 416 6 
1 to 6 tons, site rs sa 5 3 G6 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site ye 5 4 6 
1 to 6 ton do. site . pe 513 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots oe pot 618 0 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. had ton. 


32s. 6d. per 


White Portland Cement ae pe 1217 0 
Under | ton per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 6 9 0 


i Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up si 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London re » $18 3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks per 1,000 11 0 6 
Second Hard Stocks . ye 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... Es 8 13 6 
Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... - re ; 4a $13 0 
Cellular do. Pe 513 0 
Keyed do. ‘“ $15 90 
Rustics . Ae 5 618 0 
Cellular Rustics _... ‘S 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ie 613 0 
Sandfaced ... a 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — js 24 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) a 25 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . <a 21 19 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) mee 9 18 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... a 9 | 
2gin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ‘sa y 
3in. = do. (London Stations) .. RA 27 3 


2%}in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 
ji > +, made Multi Red Facings (London 


2 Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

i ‘ 14 3 

2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) hee 

24jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt ‘Multi “Stock Facings 
(London Sites) eas 


N 
_ 
N 
o a - -) a WH ACSce 










£ axe 

2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) .. per!,000 13 18 0 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, ‘Brown— : 

Stretchers... - “s 64 0 9 
Headers - : aa a Ee 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. Flats” ee ae mi 80 0 O 
Double Stretchers ... R ha aes saa wh 85 0 0 
Double Headers a 7710 0 
One side and two ends 3 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ‘ ars das ed oe 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ot ne asa ‘os 83 0 0 


Second quality — 10°/ Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
; lorry loads. 
Zim. ss mes ..- 140 yds. , ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
2hin. ... x .» 140 yds. saa wes <i 4 6 
3 in. .- 120 yds. a ad a 3 0 
4 in. (6 cavit y) .. 95 yds. aki ee fa 6-7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONERETE. 
2 in. ae ae ... 100 yds. ve aia fe 3°¢ 
2¢ in. o .. 85 yds. Os Be 4 1 
< e ae .. 75 yds. ee ae . 4 10 
4m .. aa «+ SS yds. aed ea ne 6 
CRANHAM 
2 in. a 6 5 
2} in. a ae was °c ata tas a i oe 
- a ne eat waa aca ack ae a ee. 
ee aie ve de pa 10 2 
rf in. Load bearing quality aoe ea sts wie ad 2 


FLoorR BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. dad 12 in. me in full 


lorry-loads ... -. per 1,000 3110 0 
4 in. Gls sx Sea aa aaa or eee pa 34 13 0 
5 in. ae aaa aaa ee eae pats “ 5 er 
6 in. do. ... ” eo is as ‘as < 46 16 0 
7 in. Ce foe Gas aaa sie Sins ps 4 61¢0 
8 in. Ge. a xe roe aaa ads ate qie 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


sone 2tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality 674% +974% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do. Baty +674% +10% +973% +10% +1073% 
Tested Quality +3748¢t670% tes ton? +374%4+1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do.  +473°2+675 +474°%+974% +47472-4 10787 
3 in. Land Drain eal (in 12 in. cnpediy .-- per 1,000 10 8 * 
4in. do. a aa “a 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park.. as a ae . per ft. cube 6 10 

St. Aldheim Box Ground — oa 7 10 


Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area pm ie oe 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region a “a ues s 7 Tt 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

jin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 1} ft. 
super in area “S 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


ss 
wan 


per ft. sup. 6 2 


described ‘on 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. <X 3in. Rubbed, weathered, viene ons 

stooled cills - . perft.cube 3 1 9 
12in. X 6in. do. “do. se - a & 3 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... ns 114 0 
12in. X 3in. Weathered -—: twice throated engine ne 2 Ss. 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do. pe - 2% &@ 
4$in. x 9in. Plinth, ae. .. on top and face . wea 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 


THE BUILDER 


£ sd. 


thick, —— oye r rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. one edge ose i faced 
Po le * Ss eee 169 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 


14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front “ 

12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ae Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district es : see eee 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district. |. : 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district | 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district eee 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district . acs 
Hand-made Hip.and Valley tiles per doz. res 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} : 

do. Interlocking (49S) 

Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


per ft. cube : 2 


per ft. sup. 
per yd. sup. 2 1 


wnwoS 


_ 
w 
wn 
ADAAWNADQOOAAN 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 a re 100 16 9 
ze 12 86 6 6 
ee x 44 78 O 6 
20 x 12 733 3 3 
20 x 10 68 10 9 
18 x 10 50 17 0 
1 re bet 43 15 0 
16 X90 .s0 een 42 18 3 
16x 8 33 13-3 
Note. —Breakage i in ‘transit, ‘purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality n . .Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. ne £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. aA £106 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. sea do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. aA do. 5 215 0 
Oak European do. see do. a 187° 6 
do. Japanese do. cee do. fe 200 
do. English Logs.sawn do. E 43550 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ‘ 3 0 20 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ss 2 4. 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel neces 4 in. eee 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. Ke a each 1 12 
21: 3in. x Oft. i i gas ees nae me 1 13 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ane one me 114 


2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. = soe ae 
2 in. do. but top panel _ Pattern 4 x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 see oe ee = 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in, ae — see 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 

2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ee = es = 

2 ft.9in.*x 6ft.6in. ... 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area ats 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0-in. x 2 ft. Oin. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... per yd. 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) oe a 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ase ad 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) _ ina 

3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. 


per 100 sq. ft. 
Fin “ra ae en Kes oon aoe me 
in. = a 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets .-» per yd. sup 
mene Felt, 4 wd wee sas ws Ke 
a “ere Glue, in slabs” .-. per $ cwt. 
pearl ... . ” 
Croia ‘Glue 28 Ib. 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton 
do. 4/in. and up (I-ton lots) Ss 
per cwt. 


Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) Ane te 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... ee a 


METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 


Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin.,8in. X Sin.,8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. X 6 in. ~— cut to aii delivered London 


area “ °=.. per ton 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 1} in. a as 
3 in. xX 3 in., 4 in. "x 3in., Sin. x Qbim 2. = 
4in. X 1} in. ‘ . ows eco - 
43 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x Thi in. nee 5. 
5 in. x 3 in., 22 in. poy ft wee ove << 


- 
_ 
a 

aS AS aCcCoSO 


5:8 

7 4 

8 113 

10; 3 
11 5} 

2. 2256 
2 3 6 
3.2 6 
ie | 

1 6 

1 9 

5 0 10 
5 5. 6 
2 28 
545 0 
50 15 0 
2163 
212 9 
37 10 0° 
310 0 
sO 
3 0 0 
20 0 
iQ: 0 





’ . Ge 
6in. X 3in. ae Se - naa + perton | 10 9 
91n. X 74M. oe = a : ove cn ae 5 0 
10in. X 4}in., 12 in. Xx in. F ee am 15 9 
Sin. X 44in., 6in. X 4} in., Tin. X 3}in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 

10 in. x Sin., 10in. X 8in., 12in. X 8in., 

13 in. X Sin., 14 in. x S5din., 14in. X 6in., = 10 0 | 
14 in. X 8in., 1Sin. < 53n:, 15 in. xX 6in., 

16 in. X Gin., 16 in. X 8in., 18 in. X 6in., 

18in. < Tin, 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. xX 64in 

20 in. Xx 7h in. a oe Bee 

Steel angles average price me 38 15 6 
Steel tees average price BF 39 15 Q 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted en 52, 226 

Compound girders ee Si 7-6 

Stanchions ue re Be 62 7 6 

Compound stanchions sty ia 65 7 6 

In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins oe Tl t=@ 

Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 

Stock } in. diam., and dana : ao Se 

3 in. diam. ‘ P ar :. per ton extra 312 6 
3s in. do. ; > 217 0 

in. do. BA 2 a6 

4 in. do. ” 1 70 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Clas A — 341% 
ClasB + 53% + 203% Malleable List — 393% +35% 
ClassC + 213°2 Heavy + 284% 
Black— 
Clas A — 23% 
ClasB — 13% Light + 9% Malleable List — 39$°% 
ClasC — 3% Heavy + 163% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. 3/1 /9 
33 in. y 3/44 3/- 
4 in. ; we we «= 4/4 3/4 
4% in. 5 seh <a, 3/8 
5 in. ae 5/4 4/1 
Cc L O. G. Gunnin 
§ in. : 4/- 3/7 
34 in. 4/53 aha 
4 in. 4/104 3/8 
4h in. 5/4 4/4 
5 in. 5/94 4/11 
CL Rial PIPES 
Per yd. in as nian Pipe Bends 
2 in. 6/4 3/4 
2} in. 6/7 3/8 
3 in. 7/5 4/8 
34 in. 8/44 5/7 
4in. 9/84 6/9 
LC. Cc: Gus Sort Pires 
2 in. 7/53 5/9 
24 in. 7/104 6/4 
3 in. 8/10 T/- 
3hi in. 9/11 8/8 
4in. 11/34 9/9 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74% and 


tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 23 per cent. 


4 in. 
6 in. 


Pipes 6-ft. lengths 
Shoes... Fos 


Single Branches 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN PIPEs 


March 19 


List prices and following discounts : 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
os Pen ieee (ee | 20/5 13/10 
0. 2 30/4 28/10 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


Bends square or obtuse ,, 
Swan Necks 4$ in. proj. ,, 


do. 


Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 
. co neagn 


Drop ends 
Stop Ends 
Angles wae 
Nozzles 

Union Clips 


6 in. 


GO. 45 


Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS 


per yd. 
«- @ach 


2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 
3/9 4/- 4/10 
2/5 2/8 3/2 
3/9 4/6 5/4 
2/8 2/11 3/9 
2/11 3/9 4/3 
3/2 3/9 4/10 
AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4} in. Sin. 
3/7 3/11 4/8 
2/10 3/4 3/10 
/10 /\l 1/- 
Zu a/5 4/1 
2/10 3/4 3/10 
F/5 1/8 2/1 


AspesTos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 


Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 
Hie eos CRG 


Drop ends 
Stop ends 
Angles 
Nozzles ee 
Union Clips 


3 in. 4in. 4} in. 


2/6 2/114 3/03 
2/1 2/5 2/8 
jo * (0 /i1 
2/5 2/8 2/11 
2/1 2/5 2/8 
1/- 1/1 1/2 


5 in. 
3/7 
2/11 





1954 


Branches. 
24/5 
49/11 
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METAL 


Jron—Sté 
Mild Stee 
Mild Stee 


Soft shee 
20 gau; 
24 gau: 
26 gau: 

Galvanis¢ 
20 gau; 
24 gau: 
26 gau; 

Galvanis 
20 gau; 
24 gau: 
26 gau; 
Metal 

applicatic 


Al 
Screwdor 
head fc 
Toilet bit 
Screwdo\ 
do. Ww 
Double | 
Heavy C1 
Plum 
iron 


Caps anc 
Brass sle 


Lead P. t 
screws 

Lead S. t 

Solder 
Plumb 
Tinme 
Blow ¢ 


1} in. 
I} in. 
2 in. 
Rolled ¢ C 
plus g 
Sheet Zi 
do. 
Brass tul 
ing ex! 
LEAD 
Basis sel 
or Ho 


Lead Sh 
Lead W: 
Lead So 
d 
Lead Gz 
Extras © 
5 cwt. a 
3 ewt. 
1 cwt. 
Smaller 
Supplyii 
weigh 
extra 
Allowar 
ton w 


PLAST 
Coarse | 
do. 
Sirapite 


0. 
Blue Li 
Hydrat 
Lump | 
White | 
Pink K 
Granite 
Hair 
Gypsur 

yds. < 
Gypsur 
12 ft. 
Delis 
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Per ton basis 


Jron—Staffordshire Crown a apie 
Mild Steel Bars 
Mild Steel Hoops 


39 10 
37 15 
38 10 


in London 
is. 4 


0 
0 
0 


Ex Merchant’s 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£2. 6 


Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge re 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft— 
20 gauge ae 
24 gauge 
26 gaug 
gieanasd Flat sheets c. R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge 
24 gauge eee ies 
26 gauge... 
Metal Windows. —Standard Metal Windows, "B.S. 940. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorRK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Deliveied in London area. 
M.O. 


45 19 
47 4 
49 4 


53 4 
55 4 
57 19 


54 4 
56 4 


ooo coco AAN 


19 
Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 


All per doz. sin. fin. lin. Ifin. Ihin. 2in. 
ae bib cocks ome 
head for iron. 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron 90/- 129/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for i iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions forlead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
seme nut boiler screws 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Pumbers union ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
rs’ union eal to 
a 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
lfdin. 1fin. 2in. 3in. 343in. 4in. 
Caps and screws we «2h a 48/- 75/- 96/- ss 
Brass sleeves... as aes 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 6b. 2 x 71b. 3 X 7 |b. 
— P. we with wae remain 
. 57f/- 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead trap do. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder Ss. ¢. 
Plumbers’ oe peorlb. 3 0 
Tinmen’s ns 3 


Blow pi 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


pipe 3 9 
Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 28d. per Ib. plus gauge 


Extra 
din. x 19 gauge se coe GbE Total per Ib 
fin. x19 ,, aes wee 5104 Me bs 
nm xis ,, ade oe «= «BR “ . 
Ijin. X 18, ius ae) OE me e 
pein. a ae ace iva SF fi a 
2 i ee U ” ” 
Rolled Copper "sheets up ‘to 48 in. o basic eke £ @: 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 298 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 6 12 
do. 12 gauge do. a 6 10 
Brass tubes basic sine ~ eas and manufactur- 
ing extras per lb. 1 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards per ton 


Lead Water Pipe in coils see » 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ia. aes a 

do. over 4 in. dia. wai ie ue 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe wee oa 


Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 


5 cwt. and under 1 ton se per cwt 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. den aus «ea = ~ 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. : ave ee 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £81 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 


do. White do. do. * 
Sirapite C a do. do. Pee oa 

do. Fi do. do. eae ee 
Blue Lias Line 4 in 6-ton loads fre ies as a 
Hydrated Lime do. aan Sie see re . 
Lump Lime do. pas Py 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads... os 
Pink Kcen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads Pere $a 


Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 


Hair cs ne per cwt. 


Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site 

Gypsum Pi aster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., 2 in. thick, 600 aan and over in one aed 
Delivered site ee ” 


per yd. 


SPNrNOSCUUAIAIAs 
ak’, lek — om tm 
ADUNCH KORDA W 
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No 


coo cooooe 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
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Delivered London area £ea@ 
Ceiling Distemper... a por po per cwt. ie ae 
Washable Distemper ; “$ 5 12:0 
Gloss Paint <i per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 cwt. drums) .... per cwt. 311° 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 8 0 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 ‘gal. lots in 1 | gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 6 8 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 2-9 76 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. per ‘tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ad ... per gal. 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. .. = ne “a 13 0 
Seemann. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra aos si 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. er J 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ie _ 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ‘e - <a a 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. — per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece | 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. « 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 115 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae say aad es 113 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... ee au; xa ‘a 20 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish ae an Sas eas i 28-9 
Front Door Varnish ... aaa Pe a sae * 115 6 
Japan Gold Size ae aes a ree de ne 1 8 0 
Black Japan ... Sue wae ana a i - ' 3 @ 
Brunswick Black ae — sas ie Sad = 100 
Berlin Black ... er $e Sai a? -” a 15 0 
Terebene ae ae aaa ‘ 15 0 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... oe en oe ‘a 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) aa ea waa ee 113 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. ‘* 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut —_ 3 
oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” ee 
26 OZ. 55 99 < = ia aa 9t 
32 oz. ” ” ” ” ” 1 0 
4in. Rolled Plate 9 
fein. and 3} in. Rough Cas 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 
White 4s “a 9 
do. Standard Tints ... : 1 4} 
do. Special Tints hag aa a ita pas 29 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating <a “x4 asa g J 
4 in. Wired Cast . 1 2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
nies Glass Blocks— Each 
B.2 5% x 5} X 3fin 29 
P. B 3 72 xX 7% xX 4 in. 42 
P.B.. 32 7% X 73 X 3f in. 4 2 
Radiused Corner a to monn up with— 
P.B.2 ‘ ‘ 3 
P.B.3 aad 6 9 
P.B.32 : 6 9 
1 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ia ‘Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. = iy 
ko Ae - pe 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
ss a ‘“ 45 ft. sup. > 
ae e 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates onnetin 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one Sean or 135 in. 
both ways ... an " 4 
Not palin al 180 ft. sup., or ditto” Be 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ad ad “ee : 

ZA OE: x aa <a ane aes pee 2,000 
26 = a Page dea oer oe “a 2,000 
320 : zea isa «. 2,000 
+ in. "Rolled Plate 1,000 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White Be 1,000 
4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... : 1,000 
fin. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough _— 2,000 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... aa 2,000 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast on <et se. —- 2,000 


s d. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES | 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. 





Burnham-on-Crouch 


a Somerset, Coun f 
ee Trent C.B. erse ty of 


Southend. -on-Sea Dist. Fn 





Gainsborough U.D. 





Cardizanshie, County of 
Ecpaaeslisniisiseltey of 
Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of 


A 
Ashby Woulds U.D... Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 
A2 


Market Harborough U.D. 


Sees: 


Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U. 


7 .D. (parts of 
eee eee et) A Grimsby R. D. (remainder) re 





Stratford- -on-Avon M.B. ee 
Sunderland District 


>>>>23 


Chatham & District .. 


Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. é 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. 


>! 


>> 


tw 


Barnard Castle U.D... 


>> 


Newark-on-Trent R.D... 


> >: 
Ne 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 


(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. 





R>d>d>>>25>>255>55 


Barry 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
sings -the-Wolds A2) A 


Newcastle-under-Lyme 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
New Forest District 


-ham Within and Harden- 


B>>d>>>2255 522 


Hatfield (Herts. ee one 


i> 


A 
North of, to Billericay A 
A 






Beaconsfield & District. 


>>>2>>> 


es 
nN 


Uppingham Galop) . ee 
LD... 


>>>>d>R>d>d} 





Ossett and Horbury 
IIGUN wessccsescsencsesee 


>>> 


P>>>>> 





z 


we > 


Huntingdon (Staffs) 


i >> 


>Dod>d>d>d>d>Bz B>>>>5d>55> 
Bebe E> 


>d>>>2E23>52 


Pontypridd District 


> 
N 


Portland Stoneyards . West Bromwich C.B. 





sp: 
2>B>>ed 


Weston-super-Mare . 
Radennbiee, County of pie 


y U.D 
Kidderminster M.B. . Whitstable and’ District . 








Dorset, County of (ex 
ing Poole, Swanage and 


>>>2>>>>d>d>d>d>d>>3', 


Redhill and Reigate 
Knaresborough U.D.. i rer 


>e 


Bournemouth District 





Breconshire, County of... 





Wolverhampton C.B. 


>>PZPs5555 RS52rarssiy 


Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. 
Ebbw Vale & District... 


> 
— #N 


> 





Broughton (Cheshire) 





>>PU>S>52B>2E2>5z2 52 


TRTEseeggeeeeseess 


a M.B 
M.B. 











g PRED o> 


* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is aia se 5 

t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.-—-Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Too! Allowances. 

Women’s Ratrs.—In al! districts rye ag lg the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 
other than craft processes,2s. 4d. per h 


Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. 
Women introduced to carry out work 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 528° 
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SOFTWOOD FLOORING 
TDA Introduce New Design 


AN important factor in personal comfort 
is good flooring, so to find out to-day’s 
preferences an independent investigation 
into housewives’ opinions of wooden and 
solid floors has been carried out on behalf 
of the Timber Development Association. 
Interviewers visited municipal housing 
estates in London and recorded the results 
of their inquiries with 100 housewives with 
wooden floors and 100 with solid floors. 

Questions asked covered comfort, warmth, 
damp and resistance to marking. 

Of the housewives with wooden floors, 79 
reported complete satisfaction, 91 said they 
were comfortable to the feet, 73 said warm 
enough in winter and 26 complained of 
damp. 

Of the housewives with solid floors, 42 
expressed complete satisfaction, 72 said com- 
fortable to the feet, 31 warm enough in 
winter and 30 said damp. 

Nearly all housewives with partly 
uncovered solid floors said they had trouble 
with marking and about half of those with 
wooden floors said so. Sixty of those with 
solid floors said they would prefer a wooden 
floor, 30 preferred the solid floor, eight had 
no preference and two, having no experi- 
ence of wooden floors, would not express an 
opinion. 

The details of this investigation were 
referred to by Mr. G. B. Crow, chairman ‘of 
TDA, at a Press conference on Tuesday 
(March 16) when he announced the intro- 
duction by his Association of a modified 
type of softwood floor which, it is claimed, 
costs less than the solid floor covered with 
thermoplastic tiles. 

A pamphlet prepared by the TDA which 
sets out reasons in favour of suspended soft- 
wood floors, states that for the living-rooms 
of a house the estimated cost of a solid 
ground floor covered with thermoplastic tiles 
is about £44 for an area of 275 sq. ft. The 
comparative cost of a modern softwood 
floor is only £35 7s. 6d. or about £9 less. 

The pamphlet further states:—Before the 
war, suspended timber floors were traditional 
because of their comfort, ease of construc- 
tion and low cost. . . . During the war the 
solid floor covered by synthetic substitutes 
came into use solely through war-time 
restrictions on timber, not because of any 
advantage in their performance or cost. 


AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS’ 
VISIT 


Study of Production and Materials 


AN Australian building industry produc- 

tivity team is due to arrive in this 
country from Paris tomorrow, March 20. 
The team, which is sponsored by the Build- 
ing Industry Congress, of Melbourne, left 
Sydney at the end of February, and since 
then has visited Singapore, Calcutta, 
Karachi, Beirut, Athens, Rome, Milan, Berne 
and Zurich. 

The purpose of this overseas tour, which 
will also include a visit to the USA and 
Canada, is to study production methods and 
new materials in building industries over- 
seas so that advanced ideas may be adopted 
with benefit to the Australian economy. 

In this country, the team will be Officially 
welcomed by Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, presi- 
dent, NFBTE, next Monday. A conference 
to: be held that morning will cover the sub- 
jects of site organisation and scheduling, and 
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modern plant and equipment in use. Later 
in the day the Australians will be the guests 
of the National Federation at dinner. On 
Tuesday, March 23, there will be a further 
conference, to be held at the RIBA. Among 
the items on the agenda will be the relation- 
ship between the architect, the contractor 
and sub-contractor in British building pro- 
jects, the extent of pre-construction collabo- 
ration in this country and the current trend 
towards the use of light-weight building 
materials. 

The team is under the leadership of Lt.- 
Col. W. R. G. Longmuir, FAIB, senior vice- 
president of the Master Builders’ Association 
of Victoria, and the deputy leader is Pro- 
fessor B. Lewis, FRIBA, Dean of the Faculty 
of Architecture, Melbourne University. 
Other members of the team are:— 


Victoria: O. A. Bayne, FRAIA, ARIBA, of Mel- 
bourne; W. C. Cook, Preston; A. V. Jennings, FAIB, 
Burwood; J. W. Taylor, FICom(Eng.), ACIS, 
Brighton; J. P. Walker, South Melbourne; and D. C. 
Ward, FRAIA, Melbourne. 

New South Wales: W. Bursill, Rose Bay; B. F. 


Compton, FAIB, East Maitland; N. J. Compton. 
AAIB, East Maitland; and W. H. Hudson, New 
Lambton. 

Western Australia: J. B. Hawkins, FAIB, East 
Perth. 


South Australia: H. T. Griggs, FRAIA, ARIBA, 


Adelaide; R. J. Nurse, FAIB (president, South Aus- 
tralian Builders’ & Contractors’ Association); H. 
Wilckens, FAIB (vice-president, South Australian 
Builders’ and Contractors’ Association); and W. C. 
Wood, Camden. 

Tasmania: B. L. Dechaineux, 
chief architect, Hobart; and C. 
FRAIA, Hobart. 

Queensland: V. E. Jennings, 
bane. 

The team manager is Mr. John H. O’Keefe, execu- 
tive director, Building Industry Congress, Melbourne. 


NEW PRICE SCHEDULES AT 
BIRMINGHAM 
Protest by Builders 


Ninety building contractors working for 
the Birmingham City Council in central Bir- 
mingham are reported to be refusing to oper- 
ate the Corporation’s new price schedule. 
They say that it is “impracticable and un- 
workable” and accuse the housing manage- 
ment department of being “ autocratic.” 

A meeting to decide what action to take 
over the new prices was held last week by 
the Birmingham and District branch of the 
Federation of Master Builders. 

The new schedule has been evolved after 
long negotiations between the Corporation 
and the representatives of the contractors. 
It was hoped to find a scale of charges “ more 
on a level with present-day costs.” 

The schedule has been sent to the con- 
tractors with a receipt form to be filled in 
and returned within two weeks. 

The builders say that the receipt form is 
an “ultimatum.” “We are advising our 
members not to send the receipts as such 
acknowledgments are intended to imply 
acceptance of the new prices.’ Mr. E. N. 
Willetts, the secretary, said: ‘‘ Our members 
are angry. They say that they cannot oper- 
ate some of the prices. We wanted a new 
schedule because the old one was full of 
—n but the new list seems just as 

ad.” 


FRAIA, AMTPI, 
E. Philp, FRIBA 


BCE (Melb.), Bris- 


The secretary of the Birmingham Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, who are 
the negotiating body with the Birmingham 
Corporation, informed a representative of 
The Builder that the new proposals were 
being examined trade-by-trade by the Asso- 
ciation. When that examination was com- 


pleted, the Corporation had informed him 
that they would be willing to discuss with 
the Association any suggestions for modifica- 
tions in the price schedule that the builders 
might want to put. forward. 
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ELECTRICIAN STRIKERS 
RETURN TO WORK 


Twopence an Hour Increase 


[HE scattered strikes in the electrical con- 

tracting industry which have continued 
during the past two months, have ended. 
The strikers returned to work on Monday 
(March 15) on the understanding that the 
wages of journeymen electricians will be 
increased by 2d. an hour (7s. 4d. a week), 
with proportionate increases to adult mates 
and apprentices. 

The Electrical Trades Union, it is under- 
stood, regard the present settlement as an 
interim arrangement, not a full settlement of 
their claim, and, in fact, at a meeting of the 
National Joint Council on March 12 the 
union representatives pressed for a decision 
by March 15 on their claim for “a sub- 
stantial increase” on the new rates, believed 
to be of the order of 2d. per hour in London 
and 14d. elsewhere. The employers asked 
for time to consider this, a request to which 
the union were not prepared to accede. No 
further meetings of the National Joint Coun- 
cil have been arranged. 


Their original claim, presented a year ago, 
was for a “ substantial increase.” When the 
union threatened strikes early in January this 
year the employers offered an increase of 
14d. an hour on condition that it should not 
apply to certain areas and that there should 
be a reduction in overtime rates for the first 
six hours. The union stated that if the 
employers would offer more than 14d. an 
hour, without conditions, they would submit 
their claim for an additional increase to 
arbitration. At this point negotiations broke 
down, and the strikes have continued ever 
since. 

The settlement affects about 45,000 
workers, and is estimated to cost the industry 
about £750,000 a year. 

The settlement was announced on March 
11 after several days of confidential 
negotiations carried on with the help of the 
conciliation officers of the Ministry of 
Labour. 

The new hourly wage rates are as follow:— 
Journeymen electricians—Grade “ A” area, 
4s. 2d.; Mersey district, 3s. 10d.; grade ‘B” 
area, 3s. 9d. Adult mates——Bristol, 3s. 13d.; 
London, 3s. 53d.; Mersey district, 3s. O}d.; 
all other areas, 3s. 


FREEDOM FROM CONTROL 
WIDMA Annual Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Wallboard 
Importers’, Distributors’ and Merchants’ 
Association of the United Kingdom was 
held on March 16 at Grosvenor House, ‘Lon- 
don. Mr. Charles W. Anderson, president 
of the Association, was in the chair. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in proposing the toast of 
“ Qur Guests,” stated that they had been 
attached to the Paper Control for 14 years, 
and he felt that they could now justify a 
request for freedom from this. The require- 
ments of the industry expressed in terms of 
sterling would be about £6-8m., fairly modest 
in comparison to many. Home producers 
were now desperately short of buffer stocks, 
and it was hoped that the Ministry.-of 
Materials realised that they had a very good 
case for freedom. WIDMA- had ~ been 
actively engaged in strengthening its.position 
in the trade structure, and ‘the formation..of 
the area organisations had been a major con- 
tributory factor. a 


K 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia-—The Roman Catholic Church 
in South Australia will open eight new 
schools and one college this year at Barmera, 
Nangwarry, Woodville-gardens, Ottoway, 
Dunleith-gardens, Woodlands Park, Brook- 
land Park, and Beverley. The college, 
Mercedes College, will be at Springfield. .. . 
Camberwell City Council, Victoria, hopes to 
build a new £200,000 town hall on one and 
a half acres of Crown land adjoining the 
present hall. It wants the new hall to seat 
more than 1,000 and seeks more car parking 
space. 


Canada. — An international syndicate, 
headed by Sir Robert McAlpine, the British 
contractor, is prepared to finance a $140m. 
(£50m.) housing scheme, covering 65 acres 
in central Toronto. The project, with the 
backing of New York and Swiss capital, 
would serve as a model for other cities. 


Cuba.—The construction of the Havana 
Milton Hotel in Cuba is to go ahead, but 
so far no contract has been signed. Final 
plans are still being worked out. 

A new electric furnace and steel-processing 
mill is to be constructed at Guanabacoa, near 
Havana. The mill is budgeted for $5m. by the 
Cuban Metal and Alloys Corporation, which 
is closely allied with the American Steel 
Corporation. 

The Press forecasts the building of a series 
of hydro-electric plants to harness the waters 
of the Mabanabilla, Guanayona, Negro, 
Jibacoa, Prelite and Boquerones rivers. Of 
these, only the first-named project seems 
likely to develop in the near future. 


Greece.—The Greek Government has been 
approached by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com- 
pany and Socony Vacuum in connection with 
the government scheme for building an oil 
refinery. Tenders have already been sub- 
mitted by the Greek-American Scouras group 
and by the Greek company “ Elvyn.” 

The Greek Government has also now 
finalised its plans for the construction of 
the Axios and Aliakmon Dams. The Greek 
company Chryssopoulos and Hadjanestis has 
been awarded the contract and this com- 
pany can be approached regarding the import 
of the necessary materials for the building 
of these dams. The project is to cost in 
the region of £2m. and it is scheduled to 
take two years to build. 

A tourist hotel is to be built by the 
government organisation for tourism. The 
hotel will be constructed at Kastoria and 
will be similar in design to hotels built at 
other Greek tourist centres. Tenders will 
be called for this hotel in the near future. 

It is reported that the Ministry of Public 
Works is considering a new highway leading 
north from Athens and along the coast of 
the Gulf of Euboea as far as Lamia, thereby 
shortening the distance of the present route 
by some 60 miles. The reconstruction of 
the important Athens-Corinth road is to 
start this spring. 

Honduras.—Sites have been surveyed in 
the Honduras Republic with a view to build- 
ing cement factories. M. Erling Ougaard, a 
Danish engineer, has been in the Republic 
on behalf of the UN Technical Assistance 
Board. According to his suggestions, the 
most suitable localities are near Portrerillos 
and Baracoa, in the Department of Cortes, 
south of San Pedro Sula, where limestone 
is abundant. 

Work is well forward on the construction 
of the new wharf at Puerto Cortes. It is to 
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TROPICAL ROOFING.—An “‘Arcon”’ tropical roof being erected by the boys 
and masters of the technical school at Lira, Uganda, as part of the training provided 


at the school. 
bays. 
structure in only six hours. 


Three buildings are being erected of seven bays, eight bays and nine 
The two instructors and twenty boys erected the steel for the seven-bay 
Of the tropical roof alone, one of the eight types of 


“‘Arcon’’ structure now being marketed in 78 countries by Taylor Woodrow 

(Building Exports), Ltd., of Welbeck Street, W1, 28,000 bays providing coverage 

for 84 m. sq. ft. of housing, industrial or amenity buildings which had been sent 
abroad up to the end of last year. 





be 650 ft. long and 38 ft. high and is being 
built by the Tela Railroad Company under 
contract to the government at a cost of 
nearly £80,000. A number of new long 
roads are to be laid out in the region of 
Trujillo, Tocoa, Sonaguera and Glanchito. 
The roads will link up the towns and facili- 
tate the transport of merchandise to the 
coast. 


New Zealand.—It has now been announced 
by the New Zealand Minister of Works that 
the site for the electric power station to use 
geothermal steam from Wairakei Geyser 
Valley is likely to be on the western bank 
of the Waitate River about half a mile down- 
stream from the Wairakei Hotel. The final 
decision will depend on tests for the founda- 
tions. The Minister stated that the station 











UNITONE 


(REG. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 


Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 


LANgham $736 and MUSeum 7460 


would be located about 50 feet above the 
level of the river. 

The Minister of Housing has asked local 
bodies to consider a uniform housing speci: 
fication which has been designed to simplify 
building. 

The building of 10-storey blocks of flats 
in the Terrace, Wellington, and Grey’: 
avenue, Auckland, has been approved by the 
Government. The work will be given priority 
and will be started in about eight month; 
time. It is estimated that the building of 
flats will take about three years. It has 
been proposed that each block will contain 
80 two-bedroom flats, with nine bed-sitting 
room flats on the ground floor. 

The New Zealand Cabinet has now 
approved the construction of a new road 
bridge across the Waitaki River on the State 
highway between Dunedin and Timaru. The 


present bridge over the three-quarter-mile | 


river bed carries both rail and road traffic, 
and motor transport is frequently held up in 
waiting for trains to cross. It is estimated 
that the new bridge will take two and a half 
years to build. 


Norway.—The Nordland United Woollen 
Goods Factories of Norway are to builda 
new factory near Haarstad. This plant wil 
cost about £4m. and its construction will be 
aided by the North Norway Developmen! 
Fund. 

An association of forest owners in West 
Norway known as Vestlandska Skogelet 
Samband has put forward a project for the 
formation of a company to construct a cellu: 
lose factory at Vedheim, the cellulose to b 
made from the superfluous deciduous trees 
in the district. 
ted at £650,000 and it is to be built in two 
years. 

The Union Company, Norway’s second 
largest timber processing concern, hi 
decided to build a modern pulp factory #! 
Klosteroya in Skien with an annual capaclly 





Cost of the factory is estima | 
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of 400,000 tons wet pulp. Cost will be 








£350,000. 


South Africa—The Bata Shoe Organisa- 
tion of Canada is planning to open a second 
big footwear factory in the Union of South 
Africa. It is reported that a large block of 
land has already been bought at Pinetown, 
Natal, and work on the initial £100,000 block 
of buildings is expected to begin at the end 
of April. 

A £7m. oil refinery has just been com- 
gleted in the Union for the Standard-Vacuum 
Qil Company of New York. The president 
of the company, Mr. H. F. Prioleau, said 
recently that further large sums are to be 
invested and that other refineries are to be 
built at the centres of petrol consumption. 

A new township to house 6,000 natives is 
in the planning stage. It will have parks, 
shopping centres and cinemas. Houses will 
be built at a cost of £44m. and sewerage 
will be installed costing £1m. An electric 
railway service will also be built to convey 
residents to and from local factories. 


*Southern Rhodesia——The Central Mech- 
anical Equipment Department, Government 
of Southern Rhodesia, are calling for 
tenders, for the supply of: three crawler type 
Diesel tractors Class “A” not less than 
25,000 lb. and not more than 41,000 lb. draw 
bar pull complete with hydraulic angle 
dozer and double drum power control unit; 
eight engine-driven motor graders Class 
“B” each weighing not less than 19,000 lb. 
and not more than 22,700 lb. (weight being 
without scarifier and without liquid in tyres), 
and having not less than a 12-ft. standard 
drilled mould board capable of making 90 
deg. bank cuts; eight crawler type Diesel 
tractors Class ““C ” complete with hydraulic 
angle dozer and double drum power control 
unit The closing date for the receipt of 
tenders is March 26 next. All inquiries by 
telephone should be made to Chancery 4411, 
Extension 738 or 771. 


‘Southern Rhodesia—The City of Bula- 
wayo are calling for tenders for the pro- 
vision of 1,400 houses for Africans at 
Bulawayo Western Commonage, comprising 
520 pairs of three-roomed houses and 90 
blocks of four two-roomed houses. Tenders 
for smaller numbers will be considered and 
offers may be made in either traditional or 
specialist forms of construction. The closing 
date for receipt of tenders is March 31 next. 
All inquiries by telephone should be made 
age Russell, Reliance 7611, Extension 


Venezuela—A central power station for 
the electric power network which is to supply 
the eastern states of Venezuela is to be set 
up either in Guanta or Barcelona at a cost 
of £300,000. It has also recently been 
announced that the planning and _ installa- 


, tion of the projected hydro-electric plant 


yg Caroni river will be completed by 
The President of the Republic has made a 
very interesting statement about housing. 
Nearly £4m. is to be spent on houses for 
the capital of Caracas. Money is being 
Invested by the Workers’ Bank. It is estima- 
ted that 304,000 inhabitants will be rehoused. 
This large scheme will take several years and 
the Caracas Authorities will be open to 
offers from builders and contractors for 
various stages of the work as well as for 
materials, 
_ A wire-drawing factory is to be installed 
i Venezuela by the firm Huracan Fance 
of the USA with an initial investment of 
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$im. A factory for the production of 
powdered milk is also to be set up by the 
Dutch company Nutricia. 

The construction of a large naval ‘base has 
recently been started at Turiamo. The cost 
is about £12m. 

An allocation of. £1m. has been set aside 
for the completion of the two skyscrapers 
on the main Avenida Bolivar. These build- 
ings are to be occupied by the Ministries 
of Mines, Agriculture, Public Works and 
part of the Ministry of Development. 


English Flats for France 


Messrs. S. A. Gregory, Ltd., building con- 
tractors, of Chapel Road, Worthing, have had 
plans for flats to be erected in Paris approved 
by the French Ministry of Reconstruction. 
Recently Baron Oswald de Vitrolles visited 
the offices of the company and saw: models 
of flats which are being built in this country 
for local authorities. The cost of four two- 
bedroom flats erected here is about £4,360, 
and it is thought that, using French labour 
and materials, and possibly English fittings 
and with the addition of window shutters and 
cellars to meet French requirements, the cost 
would be about £5,000. 





Housing in British Guiana 

Mr. A. E. Hickinbotham, Assistant Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, has flown to British Guiana to advise 
on the housing problem. He was accom- 
panied by Mr. J. C. Walker, an architect 
on the staff of the housing adviser to the 
Colonial Office. Both are expected to re- 
turn in about three months. Provision has 
been made for the expenditure of £2m. on 
housing in British Guiana during the next 
two years. 
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TOWER CRANE 
Imported French Model 


A SELF-ERECTING, telescopic, power-opera- 
ted tower crane, manufactured by Jules 
Weitz, of Lyon, France, has been bought by 





French the crane at 


workmen 
Wandsworth. 


erecting 


Wates, Ltd., and will be used at Trinity- 
road, Wandsworth, on the erection of five 
ll-storey blocks of flats for the LCC. 

At its fullest extent it stands 300 ft. above 
the ground, with a horizontal jib. On this 
contract the required maximum height will 
be 121 ft. made up of four sections. The 
base alone is 52 ft. high and the top section 
incorporating the jib is 38 ft. high. At 121 ft. 
the crane is fully mobile on its tracks, but 
above that height it has to be braced at the 
side of the building during operation. The 
radius of the jib is 78 ft. through a circle 
of 360 degrees, and the crane’s lifting capa- 
city is 3 tons at a reach of 23 ft. pro- 
gressively reducing to 15 cwt. at the furthest 
extent of the jib. Lifting speed for light 
loads is at the rate of 200 ft. per minute, 
and three electric motors assist the move- 
ment of the crane. A portable generator 
developing 430 volts, 3-phase, will be 
required to provide power at the Trinity- 
road site. Lifting, saddle traverse, slewing 
and track travel can be accomplished in 
simultaneous movements, and lateral move- 
ment of the crane is directed by a normal 
track, 124-ft. gauge, laid to any required 
iength, which can be made to curve on a 
minimum radius of 654 ft. 

The main structure of the crane is of 
rolled steel angles. There is one control 
cabin built into the structure of the top sec- 
tion which is raised together with its jib on 
the screwjack principle whenever another 
section is added. The additional section is 
drawn up by the lifting tackle, and when 
secured surrounds the top section almost to 
the jib. The screwjack is then operated 
and pushes the top section up to the higher 
level. It is understood to take no more than 
two hours’ work to erect each section. 

When dismantled, the whole crane is trans- 
ported in 21 pieces by two trailer-lorries. 


The heaviest piece in the load weighs 64 tons 
and the largest is 27 ft. long by 84 ft. wide. 
The total deadweight is 36 tons. 
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Scottish Design Congress 
MPHE Council of Industrial Design Scottish 
Committee are to stage their third 
major event, a Scottish Design Congress, 
which is to be held in the Assembly Rooms, 
Edinburgh, on May 26 and 27. 

Lord Home, the Minister of State for 
Scotland, is to open the Congress, the theme 
of which will be the promotion of design 
as a high-level responsibility in industry, 
commerce and the public services, and a 
distinguished panel of speakers will be 


presented. 
Hot Air Curtain 


A NEW TYPE OF installation has been put 
into use at Dundee by D. M. Brown’s 
House of Fraser store. The store eliminated 
its arcade and took the space into the 
ground-floor proper; instead of erecting a 
street door the store now uses a novel hot- 
air curtain which has the twin virtues of 
maintaining store temperatures while 
eliminating jamming at the doors. A 14-ft. 
long grid has been built across the entrance 
of the old arcade and cold street air is sucked 
down through this grid. Passed over one or 
two steam heaters, the air is then passed 
back and discharged as heated air from two 
small channels running along the top of the 
main entry. This provides an_ effective 
curtain of warm air which kills the penetra- 
tion of either cold or draughts, yet, at the 
same time, leaves the store completely open 
to the street. 


Community Centres in Fife 


NUMEROUS APPLICATIONS have _ been re- 
ceived by Fife County Council from various 
organisations for assistance in building com- 
munity centres in various parts of the county. 
In order to enable the Education Committee 
to consider each application on its merits it 
was agreed that the Committee should in- 
clude in their programme a sum of £10,000 
annually to meet such contributions. 


Rock-wool Factory 


BRITAIN’S first long-fibred rock-wool fac- 
tory was officially opened recently by the 
Earl of Home, Minister of State for Scot- 
land, at Stirling. It is the second Scottish 
enterprise of the Cape Asbestos Co., of Lon- 
don and South Africa, who last year started 
the manufacture of a marine asbestos board, 
““Marinite,” at Germiston, Glasgow. 

“ Rocksil,” as the rock-wool is called, is 
being marketed by William Kenyon and 
Sons, heat insulation engineers and rope 
and textile manufacturers, of Dukinfield, 
Cheshire, and it is claimed to be an inexpen- 
sive insulation material, providing very low 
thermal conductivity over a range of tem- 
peratures, and possessing great resilience. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to have plans prepared for 
the reconstruction of Woodside prim. sch. with the 
addition of assembly hall and gymnasium at an est. 
cost of £77,500. The architect is Alexander B. Gardner 
(F), Council Offices, Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Aberdeenshire.—Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions, est. to cost £10,000, to be made to the Town 
Hall at Inverurie. Mr. W. Connar, Master of Works, 
The Offices. Inverurie. 

Ayr.—Corporation has plans in hand for 98 houses 
to be erected, at an est. cost of £135,298, at Dalry 
housing site. The council architect is Thomas O’Brien 
(A). Municipal-bldgs., High-st., Ayr. 

Douglas.—Plans in’ hand for the Scottish Special 
Housing Association, Ltd., for 80 houses to be erected 
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at the Glebe site. for which the architect is J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Dunfermline.—Corporation scheme of 52 houses to 
be erected at Aberdour-rd. housing site has been 
approved. The architect is D. H. Shaw, Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Dunfermline. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Clyde Buildings, Ltd., and the Clyde Holdings, Ltd., 
for alterations and additions at 18 to 40, Renfrew-st., 
Garnethill. The architect is Baron Bercott (F), 118, 
Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for extensions and alterations for Ruberoid, Ltd., 616 
to 626, Argyll-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for two additional storeys to the factory of D. H. 
Cohens, Ltd., at Customhouse-rd. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for new warehouse for Thomson Robertson, Sons & 
Co., Ltd., to be erected at Tradeston- and Nelson-sts. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for alterations and additions for Burton, Ltd., at 156 
to 162, Sauchiehall-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions at Mitchell-st. properties, for which the archi- 
tects are John Keppie & Henderson and J. H. Gleave 
(F), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architec- 
tural staff, 5, Hanover-st., Edinburgh, have been 
approved for the alterations and additions for the 
Scottish Gas Board of Glasgow, 20, John-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for John T. Cartwright & Sons, 





Ltd., at St. Vincent-la., for which the architects are 
James M. Monro (F&A), 307, West George-st., 
Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Plans in hand for 18 houses to be 
erected on the John-st. housing scheme. The architect 
is Robert D. Rankine, AMICE, AMTPI, Municipal- 
bldgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for new garage and work- 
shops to be erected at South-st. by the Territorial and 
Auxiliary Forces’ Association of the County of 
Renfrew. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National] 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
ete. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 7$d.; Labourers, 3s. 2g. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of _ For week oj 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d. 
Ist rm Se a es 39 104 
2nd es ne is Sat so 2 
3rd a“ ~ o. a 719 9 
4th “ site .. 66% 106 4 
Sth a 75 119° 74 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. 4. 
probationary period) ae a 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 2 10} 











storey at 31, Hamilton-st., for which the architects are 
James Monro & Son (F&A), 307, West George-st., 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for addi- 
tions at 18, East Hamilton-st. for John C. Kincaid & 
Co., Ltd., East End, Greenock, these being by their 
own staff of designers. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for A. James Porch, 
Ltd., Lower Church Gate, Leicester, for new factory 
buildings to be erected at the Nerston Industrial estate, 
East Kilbride. The architect is Baron Bercott (F), 118, 
Blythswood-st., Glasgow. 





FUTURE 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 22. 
*+East Ham CBC, —Two, ese Poulett-rd. Chief 
Housing Officer. Dep. £2 2: 
MARCH 23. 
*+Winchester City C.—12 dwellings, Highcliffe 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., chartered quantity 
8, Storeys Gate, Westminster, SWI. Dep. 


surveyors, 
£2 2s. 








A en en 


SCAFFOLDING 





ANO CRADLES 
WE Give free advice 


Do the job 
Hire you the materials 


YOU SAVE our way 


[6 OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 














CONSTRUCTION — 


MARCH 27. 
*tHendon BC.—Prefabricated huts at Pig Fairway 


and Broadfields schools. BE&S. Dep. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Boiler house, 
General Hospital, West Hartlepool. R. Dobbin, Sec., 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. 


MARCH 29. 

*+tNewmarket UDC.—Four bungalows and four lock- 
up shops with maisonettes over in Freshfields. P. D. 
Lees, architect, Council Offices, Severals House. 

*tOldbury BC.—{a) About 26,000 cu. yds. bulk 
excavation and carting about } mile; (b) erection of &8 
houses at Brandhall estate. BE. Dep. £3 3s. each 


contract. 
MARCH 31. 

Golborne UDC.—Erection of 50 houses at Culcheth. 
-~ Council Offices, Lowton, nr. Warrington. Dep. 

S. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Extension to theatre 
suite and clinic accommodation at County Hospital, 
York. A to the Board. 

*Norfolk EC.—Classrooms, Fakenham gram. sch. 
F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Education Officer, Stracey- 


rd., Norwich. 
APRIL 1. 
*tBeds CC.—First phase new college of further 
education, Bedford. County A, Bedford. 


APRIL 2. : : 
*t+Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation ot 
block C into psychiatric unit. R. Dobbin, Secretary 
to the Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, 
*tTwickenham BC.—12 flats, 6 garages, etc., Staines- 
rd. BE. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 5. 
*Barrow-in-Furness CBC. ona -  aeae of public 


£2 ah 


baths, Abbey-rd. BE&S. Dep. £ 

*Brighton CBC.—Additional ling ” classrooms at 

Lower Bevendean school. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
BE&S. Dep. 


oom BC.—4S5 flats, Albert-rd. 


APRIL 6. 

Brighton CBC.—Four police houses on Hollingdea® 
estate; six at Craven Vale estate; two on South Wood- 
ingdean estate. BE&S.Dep. £1 1s. each section. 

Maidenhead BC.—30 houses on Larchfield/Curls-8 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 4 

*Newark BC.—Demolition work and erection 0 
public conveniences and market entrance in Chait 
la. BS. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 18. 
*Acton BC.—Panels of contractors for flats of uP 
‘to nine storeys. BE. 


APRIL 12. 

*Berks CC.—Senior police officer’s house Brsy- 
wick-rd., Maidenhead. County A. Dep. £2 

*Walthamstow BC.—Ten flats, Greenieaf-rd. “Boro” 
A, E&S. Dep. £2. i! 

*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Kitchen and incident 
building work at Rjpon secondary school. County 
Wakefield. Dep. £1 1s. 
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APRIL 13. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—16 flats forming contract 
WH16 (4th); 30 flats forming contract WH30; both at 
West Howe estate. Six dwellings at Hadow-rd., East 
Howe estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

*Frinton and Walton® UDC.—Conveniences, Old- 


way. S. E. Carroll, architect, ‘* Conways,’’ Weeley 
Heath, Clacton-on-Sea. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 14. 
*Grantham BC.—72 dwellings, Belton-la. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 15. 
*Chertsey UDC.—32 houses at Sawpit Green, 
Addlestone. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

APRIL 16. 
Hornsea UDC.—Shelter and offices at Edenfield 
Burial Ground, with water service and drain. RR 


Davenport, FCIS, Clerk of C. 


APRIL 17. 
*Market Harborough UDC.—38/40 houses. L. 
Rowen (A), 39, High-st., Dep. £2. 
APRIL 19. 
*Carlton UDC.—28 dwellings at site No. 33, scheme 
No. 75, Chatsworth-ave. Deputy E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 20. 
*Esher UDC.—15 old people’s bungalows and flats 
with common room, Faraday-rd. estate, West Molesey. 


E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
*Tonbridge UDC.—Houses, contract No. 5, Higham 
Wood estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 24. 


*tTwickenham BC.—Ten maisonettes, 4 
etc., Cambridge-rd. BE. Dep. £3 3s. 


garages, 


APRIL 26. 
*Brockworth.—Erection of 16 houses. Cunningham 
and Gibaud, surveyors, All Saints House, The Ex- 


change, Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Cuckfield RDC.—10 dwellings, Staplefield, A. 


Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 27. 
*Ilford BC.—24 old persons’ flats at Huntings Farm, 
Green-la. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 
NO DATE. 


Wallingford BC.—26 houses on St. George's estate. 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
MARCH 25. 


*Harrow UDC.—External decorations to 405 
dwellings. J. H. Melville Richards, E&S. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 29. 

* *¢Billericay UDC.—External decoration to 309 
dwellings. Council’s S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 31. 


*tDurham CC.—Heating and DHW systems at Con- 
sett New Grammar School, Newton Aycliffe Modern 
School, Peterlee County JM and Infants’ Schools. 


County A. 
APRIL 2. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne CC.—Supply and erection of 
steel trusses and asbestos sheeting to form a garage 
roof at Erick’s Yard, Pilgrim-st. City A. 

*Sutton and Cheam BC.—Chain-link fencing and 
gates at scheme 1, Brickley-rd., Browning-ave., Cald- 
beck-ave. and Washington-rd., Worcester Park; scheme 
2, Collingwood-rd., Oldfields-rd. and Gander Green- 
la., Sutton. Chief Hsg. Officer, 24, Cheam-rd. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
: APRIL 5. 

*Chingford BC.—Decorators’ materials. BE&S. 

*Kiagston-upon-Thames BC.—External redecoration 
$ a flats and 62 houses and 17 flats. BS. Dep. 

2s. 

*Southport CBC.—1, Prestressed concrete roof; 2, 
heating and domestic water services; 3, sanitary fittings; 
4, electrical installations, at Day Nursery, Talbot-st. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. each specification. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


3 MARCH 30. 

Burton-upon-Trent CBC.—Roads and sewers for 
Part 1 of Edge Hill estate (contract A); and erection 
of 100 houses (contract B) Dep. £3 3s. each 
contract. Tenders by April 27. 

MARCH 31. 

Blackpool CB.—Improvement of Common Edge- 

ee. BS, Municipal-bldgs., Blackpool. 


Camelford RDC.—R.c. reservoir, 40,000 galls. 
Capacity, with treatment plant house. Lemon and 
Blizard, engineers, College-ave., Mannamead, Ply- 


mouth. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 5. 
. Carmarthen RDC.—Construction of a concrete ser- 
se reservoir, capacity 400,000 gals., at Rhydargaeau. 
lerbert Lapworth Partners, engineers, 25, Victoria- 
st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5. 
" ’ _ APRIL 6. 
Truincolushire River Board.—Construction of the 
Fore pumping station. Clerk of the Board. 50, 
ide. Bargate, Boston, Lincs. Dep. £5. 


F APRIL 7. 
‘ Brixworth RDC.—About 5,300 yds. sewers at Moul- 
Mii Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, engineers. 6, 
listone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 


Ww APRIL 9. 
B akefield RDC.—Woolley water supply. Grantham, 
rundell and Farran, consultant engineers. 1, Princes- 
st., Doncaster. Dep. £3 3s. 
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APRIL 10. f ; 

Bishop Auckland UDC.—Advance preparation of 

Woodhouse-cl. estate, western section. E&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Gipping RDC.—About 5,500 yds. sewers, 700 yds. 

main, sewage disposal works and pumping station. 


Lemon and Blizard, engineers, 59, Tufton-st., West- 

minster. Dep. £3 3s. . 
APRIL 12. ; 

*Ampthill RDC.—About 3,200 yds. mains from 


Shillington to Lower Stondon; and 3,000 yds. from 


Shillington to Pegsdon. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. . 
Berwick-upon-Tweed BC.—Site clearance, roads, 


sewers, water supply, etc., at West Field housing site. 
BS. Dep. £3 3s. 

Hornchurch UDC.—Construction of the Ingrebourne 
Valley soil sewer. S, Council Offices, Hornchurch. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Hornchurch RDC.—Construction of St. 
soil sewer. S, Council Offices, Hornchurch. 
£2 2s. 

Midhurst RDC.—Rogate drainage, contract No. 7. 
John Taylor & Sons, engineers, Artillery House, 
Artillery-row, Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. 
£5. 


APRIL 14. 

Derby CB.—Spondon sewage disposal works exten- 
sions—contract No. 4. D. and D. M. Watson, 
MM.ICE, engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 

APRIL 17. 

Richmond (Yorks) RDC.—Contract No. 1, pump- 
ing station, ejector station, about 700 yds. sewers, 
1.250 yds. mains, etc., at Scorton; contract No. 2, 
electric pumping plant: contract No. 3, ejector plant. 
Arnold Brooksbank, MICE, 14, The Exchange, Brad- 
ford. Dep. £3 3s. each contract. 


Mary’s-la. 
Dep. 


RIL 19. 
Newport Pagnell RDC.—Bow Brickhill sewerage and 
sewage disposal, contract No. 1. Lemon and Blizard, 
engineers, 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
APRIL 26. 
*Cheshunt UDC.—Completion of road works at 
Crossbrooke-st. estate Clifford Culpin & Ptnr., 3, 
Southampton-pl., WCI. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnet.—Housinc.—George Reed (Builders), Ltd., 
256a, Green-lanes, The Triangle, N13, are proposing 
to build approximately 34 houses on two sites, one 
comprising 4.5 acres and another 1.3 acres (fronting 
the main Arkley-rd). In addition, they are to build 
45 houses on 5.4 acres to the north of Whitings Hill 
Estate, near Arkley village, for BC under the Tenant 
Purchase Scheme. 

Camberwell.—Sit—E AcqQuisiTION.—The acquisition 
of site No. 146 at Craford-rd. and Coldharbour-la. for 
permanent housing development has been recom- 
mended by Hsg. Com., at an estimated cost of 
£4,315. Also the acquisition of the land within the 
Astley-st. redevelopment scheme at an estimated cost 
of £36,900. 

Enfield. —GyMnasiumM.—Middlesex EC 


ENTOKIL 


TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 


recommend 












‘A 
Prompt action is essential when dealing with 
these increasingly dangerous timber pests, 
RENTOKIL TIMBER FLUIDS exterminate wood- 
borers and prevent re-infestation. For specialist 
advice or identification of specimens, call 
or ‘phone Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre 
(B), 23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 
Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 
RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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that, subject to M of E approval, CC approves the 
erection of a new gymnasium at Enfield Boys’ 
Grammar School at estimated cost £18,530. 

St. Marylebone. — AppolinTMENTS. — Hsg. Com. 
recommend the appointment of W. D. Hoskins, 
FRICS, and S. J. Long, ARICS, of William C. Inman 
& Partners, quantity surveyors, 7, New-sq., WC2, 
for the completion of the housing scheme at 35-55, 
Boundary-rd., NW8. BC have approved the appoint- 
ment of H. H. B. Stewart, MBE, FIAS, AlJIStructE, 
33, Craven-st., WC2, as quantity surveyor for the 
17-19, Balcombe-st. housing scheme; and also the 
appointment of Smith & Bowl, 115, Ebury-st., SW1, as 
quantity surveyors for the Aquila-st. scheme. 

St. Marylebone.—Sit—E Acquisition.—BC have 
approved the acquisition of Nos. 22-30, Balcombe-st., 
NWI, from Western Suburban Estates, Ltd., 
Crawford-st.,W1, at £4,500, and the appointment of 
Welch & Lander, FF.RIBA, 38, Gloucester-pl., Port- 
man-sq., Wl, as architects for the development of 
the site. 

St. Pancras.—Housinc ProGress.—Hsg. Com. has 
reported to MBC the progress of the following per- 
manent housing schemes:— 

Bill of quantities being prepared for Regent’s Park 
(area ‘* B,’’ 100 flats). 

Detailed drawings have been approved for Lamble- 
st. (2nd stage, 27 flats); and are awaiting approval for 
Regent’s Park (area ** C ’’—2nd stage, 40 flats), and 
Goldington-cres (No. 1, 62 flats). They are being 
prepared for Regent’s Park (area ‘* A ’’—remainder. 
176 flats). 

Preliminary drawings are awaiting approval for 
Allcroft-rd. (No. 1, 50 flats); and Weedington-rd. (No. 
3, 52 flats). They are being prepared for Clarence- 
way (remainder, 58 flats); Regent-sq. (No. 1, 205 flats); 
Sidmouth-mews (No. 1. 93 flats); Peckwater-st. 
= 5), extension (107 flats); Albert-st. (No. 1, 64 
ats). 

Properties acquired include Regent’s Park (remain- 
ing Crown area) (544 flats). 

Power of compulsory purchase has been granted for 
Athlone-st. (No. 1). 

Acquisition is sought for Heathcote-st. (No. 1, 17 
flats); Arlington-rd. (No. 1, 12 flats); Brunswick-sq. 
(No. 1); Camden-sq. (No. 2, 46 flats); Spencer-rise 
(No. 1, 46 flats); Rhyl-st. (No. 1. 22 flats); Burghley- 
rd. (No. 2, 16 flats); Athlone-st. (No. 2) (for Housing 
Association) (34 flats). 

Acquisition is not yet sought for Brecknock-rd. 
(Nos. 1 and 2); Judd-st. (2nd stage, 46 flats); Regent’s 
Park (area ‘‘ A’”’ extension, 165 flats). 

The total number of flats envisaged is 4,388. 

St. Pancras.—APpPOINTMENT.—MH and LG has 
approved the expenditure by MBC of £16,984 on the 
erection of the new ‘* Ancient Briton ’’ public-house 
to form part of the shopping and maisonettes block 
known as Stanhope-parade, Regent’s Park Area “‘ A ”’ 
housing scheme. The brewers are Mann, Crossman 
& Paulin, Ltd., and their architects, Stewart & 
Hendry, 90, Fenchurch-st., EC3, have been nominated 
as architects for the scheme; with Waggett & 
Bradford, 25, Victoria-st., SW1, as quantity surveyors 
for the contract. 

Southall.—SeconpDary ScHoot.—The erection of a 
new secondary school for 600 children at Western-rd. 
has been proposed by Middlesex EC. 

Southwark.—PuBLIc-HOUSE.—MBC is to acquire 
the ‘* Lord Nelson ’’ public-house, 63, Nelson-sq., at 
a cost of £13, The site is required for the 
Nelson-sq. housing scheme, and MBC is to erect 
premises for a new public-house at an estimated 
cost of £10,300 on a site facing Union-st., on the 
corner of the north entrance to Nelson-sq., for lease 
to Charrington & Co., Ltd. 

Southwark.—CotTTaGEs, MAISONETTES AND FLATs.— 
MBC have approved for transmission to the LCC a 
sketch scheme for the redevelopment of the Alberta- 
st. housing site providing for the erection of 115 
cottages, 92 maisonettes and 129 flats in blocks of 
from four to 12 storeys. 

Uxbridge.—Primary ScHoo.r.—Middlesex CC is 
recommended to approve the proposals of the London 
Diocesan Board of Education to erect the first instal- 
ment of the new Cowley CE primary school to accom- 
modate 200 pupils in accordance with plans to be 
approved by County A. 

Willesden.—ScHoo. IMPROVEMENTS.—CC are recom- 


mended to approve proposals for the improvement 
of the canteen and teaching accommodation at 
Kilburn Grammar School at estimated cost of 
£5,420. 

(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—UDC to build 116 houses on Waggonway- 
rd. allotments, and it is also proposed to redevelop 
slum property at Green Batt. UDC S, G. Beaty. 

Bagworth and Ellistown.—Improvements to NCB 
houses. 84 in Station-rd., Bagworth and 24 in South- 
st., Ellistown (£44,000). 

Birkenhead.—Cammell Laird & Co., Ltd., consider- 
ing erection of new dry dock, est. cost over £3m. 

Birkenhead.—TC approved plans for 12 flats at 
Abbey Buildings, 64 flats at Oak-st. and 52 flats at 
Eldon-st., 24 flats and maisonettes at Ashford House 
and block of flats at Brattan-rd. : 

Birmingham.—Reg. Hospital Brd. seek Min. 
approval for reconstruction of operating theatre block 
at Birmingham Accident Hospital, £110,000 est.; 
modernisation of ‘‘ D” block and annexes at Selly 
Oak Hospital, £95,000 est.: operating block and X-ray 
dept. at Little Bromwich Hospital, £94,500 est.; 
casualty and admission units at Dudley Hospital, 
£40,000 est. : 2 

Blackburn.—EC propose new jun. and inf. sch. at 
Witton Park. 
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Blyth.—Northern (N and C) Coal Brd., Cramling- 
ton, to erect jetty and store disposal plant at Bates 
Colliery.—J. B. Bilton & Co., Ltd., Quayside, pro- 
pose coppersmiths’ and plumbers’ shops in Back 
Sussex-st.—CC to erect four police houses at junction 
Tyneside-dr., Hallside-rd.—TC submitted to MH&LG 
a proposal to develop Broadway Field as part of pro- 
posed sports stadium.—TC appealed against refusal of 
Cty. Planning Officer to allow housing developments 
on 14 acres of land at Laverock Hall and 18 acres at 
Bebside. D. W. Foster, BE. 

Bollington.—UDC approved amended layout pro- 
viding for 72 houses at Henshall-rd. 

Bolton-le-Sands.—Trustees of Parish Church propose 
extensions to CoE sch. 

Bradford.—EC approved plans for new inf. sch. at 
Shirley Manor, Wyke. 

Bradford.—City of Bradford YMCA propose erec- 
tion of premises. Architects, Barker & Jordan, 
Bradford. ; 

Bredbury and Romiley.—UDC propose erection of 
21 bungalows at School Brow, Romiley. 

Burnley.—RC Auth. propose erection of Church of 
St. Augustine’s, at Lowerhouse. 

Burnley.—BC propose erection of 10 shops at Far 
Brunshaw estate. Plans by S. 

Bury.—EC propose erection of gymnasium at Elton 
sec. mod. sch. and extensions to Bury high sch. in 1955 
programme:—Propose erection of sec. tech. sch., near 
Radcliffe-rd., and jun. sch. on Goshen estate, in 1955 
programme. 

Buxton.—TC approved layout for further 77 houses 
at Victoria Park No. 3 site. 

Caernarvon.—Thomas & Evans, Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of works at Balaclava-rd. Architect, S. Colwyn 
Foulkes, Merton-pl., Pwllycrachan-ave., Colwyn Bay. 

Caernarvonshire.—EC propose erection of tech. col. 
at Ffriddoedd, £100,000 est. 

Carlisle.—Bullough & Co., Ltd., 45, Castle-st., pro- 
pose extensions to shops and offices. Architects, 
Martindale & Jackson, Castle-st., Carlisle. 

Carlisle.—TC to negotiate with John Laing & Son, 
Ltd., Dalston-rd., for erection of 26 bungalows at 
Upperby. 

Chester.—EC propose erection of sec. mod. sch. at 
Hoole, and inf. and jun. sch. on Plas Newton estate, 
in 1955 programme.—Propose completion of extension 
to City high sch. in 1955 programme.—TC to erect 
additional block of 11 shops at Blacon estate.—To sell 
site at Blacon site to Chester Diocesan Brd. of Finance 
for erection of church.—Plans approved, rebuilding of 
Trainers’ Stand and new totalisator building at Roodee 
Racecourse. 

Chesterfield.—Ministry of Works propose adapta- 
tions to Court Restaurant to form new offices. 

Clitheroe.—RDC approved plans for large exten- 
sions to Chipping Village Hall. 

Coventry.—Plans prepared by Claude Redgrave, 
ARIBA, 6, Fhe Quadrant, Coventry, for building of 
new five-storey YWCA hostel for 50 residents, at est. 
cost £53,000, fronting proposed new ring road round 
city centre. 

Coventry.—E. S. Playdell, 29, Three Spiers-ave., 
Coventry, propose erection of new factory at Broad- 
la. Architect, B. Reyner, 5, Manor-rd., Coventry. 

Crewe.—TC approved 120 houses and 24 bungalows 
for aged at Wistaston Green estate, £240,967 est. 

Cumberland.—EC’s building programme includes 
RC sec. mod. sch. at Cleator Moor, to cost £100,000. 
Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Daventry.—TC propose 540 houses, 250 flats, 40 
aged persons’ dwellings, subsidiary shopping centre 
of eight to ten shops with sites for public buildings 
adjoining new factory of British Timken, Ltd. 

Daventry.—RDC propose six houses at Crick, six at 
Barby, six at Kilsby, 12 at Weedon, four at Welton 
and four at West Haddon. 

Disley.—UDC propose erection of 32 houses in 1954. 

Durham.—RDC has received approval for building 
of 32 houses at West Rainton, 34 at Kelloe and 78 at 
Bowburn. Sanction sought for 32 houses at Bearpark. 
Plans by Hsg. A, RDC Offices. 

Eston.—Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, offered £16,000 building licence 
for proposed public-house to be known as ‘‘ Normanby 
Hotel,’’ at South Bank. The company have their own 
Architects’ Dept. 

Fleetwood.—TC approved erection of houses at 
West-way and Rossall-cl., for Fleetwood Estate, Ltd., 
29, Queen’s-ter. 

Gateshead.—Northern Gen. Transport Co., Ltd., 
Bensham, considering erection of garage to accommo- 
date 50 buses in Sunderland-rd., Gateshead. 

Harrogate.—Territorial Army and Aux. Forces 
Assoc. propose erection of married soldiers’ quarters 
at Knaresborough-rd. Architects, Jackson & Calvert, 
4, Raglan-st., Harrogate. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC TP Com. approved in 
principle plans by S, R. C. Bestow, for erection of 
block of flats in Carr-st. area. 

Hebbarn-on-Tyne.—Plans approved for four bunga- 
lows in St. John’s-ave., for J. M. Black, Ltd., builders, 
Glen-st., Hebburn.—UDC approved site in Campbell- 
st. for new premises for Gas Workers’ Social Club. 

Hexham.—Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, are to carry out developments at 
‘“* County Hotel.’’ The firm have own Architects’ 


Dept. 

Huddersfield.—TC propose adaptation of ‘‘ Longen- 
holme,’’ Greenhead-rd., as home for aged, £23,500 est. 

IoM.—J. P. Crump, of E. Clegg & Son, Ltd., Shore 
Mills, Littleborough, Lancs, is to acquire premises in 
Douglas area for adaptation as cotton mill. 

Jarrow (Co. Durham).—TC allocated sites in Calf- 
cl. la. area to Durham CC for erection of six police 
houses. 

Kettering.—P. Phipps & Co., Ltd., Northampton, 
propose erection of licensed premises at Hallwood-rd. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association have 
announced that, following changes in the market 
.prices of metals, basis prices have been increased 
as from midnight, March 10, as follows:— 


Increased by Basis price 


per lb. per Ib. 
Copper tubes... is 4d. 28d. 
Brass tubes et - 7d. 223d. 
Brazed brass tubes. 4d. 344d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 334d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 id. 35$d. 











The list prices of ferrules are increased as 
follows:— 
Increased by 
= per Ib. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules .. dd. 
Copper-nickel ferrules 70/30 .. oe 3d. 
Kidderminster.—W. Butler & Co., Ltd., Wolver- 


hampton, received licence of £17,000 for erection of 
licensed premises at Birchen Coppice estate. 

Lanes.—EC propose second phase of Lancaster Col. 
of FE and extensions to Worsley Co. of FE in 1955 
programme. 

Leamington Spa.—TC approved plans for social club 
and canteen at Grove-pl. for S. Flavel & Co., Ltd. 

Leeds.—Leeds Permanent Building Soc., Permanent 
House, Leeds, propose extensions to premises. 

Liverpool.—Lovell & Christmas, Ltd., Schéol-la., 
Liverpool, propose erection of new factory at Brook- 
field-dr. and Atherton-rd., Fazackerley. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans, licensed 
hotel - Heeley-rd., for Catterall & Swarbrick Brewery 
Co., Ltd. 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans, workshops and 
stores at Newcastle-st., for Mansfield, Sutton and Dis- 
trict Co-op. Soc., Ltd.—New licensed premises at 
Ladybrook-la., for Mansfield Brewery Co., Ltd.—Addi- 
tional floor to factory at Belvedere-st., for Foister, 
Clay & Ward, Ltd.; six houses at Helmsley-rd., for 
C. Mason. 

Matlock.—UDC approved plans, offices, stores, 
lavatory accommodation, canteen and social club at 
Bakewell-rd., for North Western Road Car Co., Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—P. H. Knighton, Chief A, New- 
castle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for additions to 
St. Luke’s Hospital and alterations to North Ormesby 
Hospital.—CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for alterations 
to shop in Acklam-rd., for Middlesbrough Co-op. Soc. 
—Additions proposed at Dent’s Wharf, Depot-rd., for 
T. Roddam Dent & Son, Ltd.—Plans by W. Clark & 
Co. (Thornaby), Ltd., Bridge-st., Thornaby-on-Tees, 
civil engineers and builders. 

Middlesbrough.—Application made for building 
licence for proposed RC Church in Amersham-rd. 
Architect, Thomas A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd. 

Middleton.—BC approved plans, 14 houses at Kirk- 
way for A. Redfern & Sons, Ltd., Fields New-rd., 
Chadderton; eight houses at Highfield-st., for F. 
Cooke, 8, Thomas-st., Middleton; new factory at 
Green-st. East, for Townley Knitting Co., Ltd.; RC 
temporary church at Wood-st., Langley Neighbour- 
hood Unit, for Rev. Father Murphy, The Assump- 
tion Presbytery, Windermere-rd., Langley, Middleton. 

Nantwich.—RDC to prepare plans for 14 houses and 
13 bungalows at Haslington. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Sinclair & Co., Ltd., Bath- 
la., to extend their cigarette factory. Architects, J. 
Walton Taylor & Son, Gallowgate.—Simons, Ltd., 
Oakwellgate, Gateshead, had plans approved for build- 
ing of another storey to factory. Architect, C. Solo- 
mon, St. Mary’s-pl.—City C negotiating price with R. 
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Bowey & Son, Ltd., Back Raby-st., Newcastle, for 
erection of 202 ‘* Unity ’? houses on Fawdon housing 
site. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market.—Owing 
to number of inquiries received from firms interested 
in obtaining sites, City C_ recommended to increase 33 
acres industrial estate at Fawdon. P. Parr,. City B, 

Northampton.—BC approved layout for 316 houses 
and 176 dwellings in two-storey blocks at an extension 
to Sunnyside estate. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
extensions, new outpatients’ dept., casualty dept. ang 
ward at General Hospital in 1955 programme. 

Nuneaton.—TC seek approval for erection of 48 
~ at Bo eg 

rmskirk.— Propose erection of 40 hous 
Mill Dam-la., Burscough. whi: 

Ormskirk.—Stove Equipments, Ltd.,  Mart-la. 
Burscough, propose erection of engineering works and 
offices at Briars-la., Lathom. 

Otley.—UDC approved plans for power and trans- 
former house at Wharfedale Mills, Otley, for P. Garnett 
& Sons, Ltd.—Club room at Cross Green, for Otley 
Rugby Union Football Club.—UDC propose extensions 
to Springwell Café. 

_ Portsmouth.—Canda Manufacturing Co. has acquired 

site of one acre at Paulsgrove formerly used by St, 
John’s College, Southsea, and will erect a clothing 
factory there. Negotiations were made by H. A, 
Napier, Harding & Ptnrs., Waterlooville. 

Salford.—EC to include in 1955 programme Stage 1 
of proposed Hope Hall sec. mod. sch. 

Salford.—Sinclair Owen & Co., Ltd., Cygnet Works, 
propose rebuilding of premises destroyed by fire. 

Scarborough.—Trustees of Municipal Charities pro- 
pose rebuilding of St. Thomas’s Hospital, Hoxton-rd. 
Plans by BE. 

Scarborough.—C of E Auth., York Diocese, propose 
erection of Church, Church Hall and Parsonage at 
Eastfield estate. 

Seaton Valley (Northumberland).—Seaton Valley 
Miners’ Welfare Com. seek site for new institute. 

Sheffield.—TC appointed Ove, Arup & Partners, 
Ltd., London, as consultant engineers for first phase 
redevelopment scheme at Duke-st.—Liversedge Rein- 
forced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., London, as 
consultant engineers for erection of point block flats 
at Greenhill/Bradway estate. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at Soap House-la., Wood- 
house, to British Glues and Chemicals, Ltd., as site 
for new storage depot; site at Greenland-rd. to Mr. 
George Thorpe for construction of new petrol filling 
stn. and garage; site at Tannery-la. and Back-la. to 
Woodhouse Community Association for new commv- 
nity centre. 

Sheringham.—Hsg. Com. to prepare draft plan for 
building old people’s centre on Cromer-rd. allotments 
site. 

South Shields.—EC proposes including in its 1955- 
56 building programme proposed jun. mixed sch. near 
Biddick Hall; inf. sch. near Galsworthy-rd.; RC sec. 
mod. sch. at Brinkburn; and second instalment of 
proposed tech. college.—Dunns Garages (Sunderland), 
Ltd., North Bridge-st., Sunderland, propose showrooms 
and service garage in Dean-rd., South Shields. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to negotiate price with Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for erection of 109 houses on Newham Grange Exten- 
sion. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The-sq. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—R. G. Clark, Bedford-chbrs., 
Scale-la., Hull, architect for proposed bakery and 
offices in Yarm-rd., for William Jackson & Sons. 

_Stockton-on-Tees.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, granted building 
licence for proposed ‘*‘ Rimswell Hotel ’’ at Stockton, 
cost £17,000. Architect, R. Cowan, Finkle-st., Stock- 
ton. 

Stretford.—BE to prepare plans for erection of 180 
dwellings on site south of Irlam-rd., Urmston.—BC 
approved plans, chemical stores at Westinghouse-rd., 
for Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.; ware- 
house and offices at Warwick-rd. South, for Alfred 
Herbert, Ltd.; factory and canteen at Mosley-rd., also 
Works-rd., and railways for Trussed Concrete Steel 
Co., Ltd.; printing shop at Park-rd. and Barton Dock- 
rd., for Kellogg Co., Ltd.; stores and workshop ex- 
tension at Burleigh-rd., for Lookers, Ltd.; offices and 
stores (five-storey building) at Galgate-st., for E. Boy- 
dell & Co., Ltd.; six houses at St. John’s-rd., for 
Smith & Allcock, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Corp. Health Com. approved expendi- 
ture of £50,000 for health centre at Springwell. Plans 
by Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 

Sunderland.—Corp. propose to extend Thompson 
Park Day Nursery at cost over £10,000. Plans by 
Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 

Sunderland.—RDC to build 94 houses at Ryhope, 
62 at Tunstall, 16 at Silksworth, 36 at Ford, 36 at 
Hylton, six at Herrington and four at Offerton. Coun- 
cil has own direct labour organisation. S, C. Emmer- 
son, Esplanade. 

Wallsend.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., to erect 
hotel at junction Churchill-st./Archer-st Plans by 
firm’s Northern Regional A, Mr. C. L. Fairless, Craig- 
y-don, Llandudno.—TC to negotiate contracts for erec- 
tion of 42 bungalows and 14 houses on Orde-ave. 
estate. G. N. Teasdale, BE.—TC considering erection 
of multi-storey flats. 

West Bridgford (Notts).—CC seek Min. approval for 
garage, repair shop, lecture-room and _ storage facili- 
ties, at Ambulance Depot, £13,750 est. 

West Bridgford (Notts).—Cecil Howarth & Partners. 
St. Andrews House, Nottingham, are erections for 0¢W 
housing estate comprising about 1,000 houses # 
Loughborough-rd. and Rugby-rd., for Arthur Short 
Estates Co., Ltd., Basford. 

Whitby.—UDC S prepared layout plan for 96 houses 
- western section of White Leys estate. No contracts 

et. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

j Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Airdrie.—Plans prepared and approved for flats to 
te erected at Albert and Shanks-sts. Harry Shaw, 
Council A, Master of Works Offices, Old Royal Bank- 
bidgs.. Graham-sq., Aijrdrie. Excavation, brick, 
building and allied works: *J. & R. Clewe, Ltd., Canal- 
s, Coatbridge, £31,745. Plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
ing and allied works: *George Ferguson & Sons, Ltd., 
3, East High-st., Airdrie, £7,067. Joinery, carpentry 
and allied works: *J. & R. Aitken, Ltd., 6, Forsyth- 
¢., Airdrie, £12,746. Glazing and allied works: *The 
Scottish Glass & Glazing Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £261. 
Roof tiling, roughcasting and allied works: *Airdrie 
Corp. Direct Labour Dept., £3,098. Electrical fittings 
installation and allied works: *Alexander Findlay, 6, 
Alexandria-st., Airdrie, £1,350. Plaster lathing and 
allied works: *G. & R. Ross, Mavisbank Electrical 
Works, Airdrie, £4,248. 

Alloa.—Plans prepared and approved for 52 houses 
to be erected at a cost of £65,000, at the Fairyburn 
housing site, Alloa. Peter A. Brown, Council A, 
Master of Works Office, Alloa: *The Weir Housing 
Corp., Ltd., Coatbridge. 

Andover.—General building works at the RAF 
Station. *Beric, Ltd., 131, Bargates, Christchurch, 


Hants. 

Amble.—Erection of 14 houses and two bungalows 
on the Links estate, for UDC. Plans by the S: *R 
Carse & Son, Ltd., Prospect-p!., Amble. 

Birmingham.—Works for City C:—72 flats on the 
Ladywood redevelopment area: *W. J. Simms, Sons & 
Cooke, Ltd., £110,614. 61 flats on the Ladywood 
redevelopment area: *W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, 
Ltd., £96,074. Six houses in Flint Green-rd., Acocks 
Green: *W. J. Whittall & Son, Ltd., £8,947. Four 
” in Victoria-rd., Aston: *Geo. Stubbings, Ltd., 
£4,722. 

Blackpool.—16 houses at Grange Park eState exten- 
sion, for BC: *R. Fielding & Sons, Ltd., Stanhope-rd. 
Works, Blackpool, £20,834. 

Border.—Erection of 71 houses at Madam Banks, 
Dalston. John S. Watson, RDC Housing Officer, 5, 
Victoria-pl., Carlisle: *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., South- 
st., Cockermouth. 

Brackley.—14 houses, roads, sewers and water mains 
at Middleton Cheney, for RDC: *Hinkins & Frewin. 
Ltd., Graham-st., Oxford, £19,536. 

Brighton.—Erection of six-class extension to the 
—* prim. sch., for EC: *Yates (Bow), Ltd., 
£16,210. 

Carlisle.—Construction of married officers’ quarters, 
for Air Ministry: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle. 

Carlisle.—Alterations to works for Cowan, Sheldon 
& Co., Ltd., railway plant manufacturers, St. Nicholas’ 
Works Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle. 

Craghead (Co. Durham).—Factory additions for 
Webwear (Stanley), Ltd. Architect, J. H. Napper, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *H. Ayton & Sons, 
George-st., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Dorchester.—Erection of 40 houses on the Pound- 
bury housing estate, for BC: *Rawlings (Builders), 
Ltd., Harbour-rd., Hamworthy, Poole, Dorset. (Sub- 
ject to MoH&LG approval.) | 

Gateshead.—Erection of proposed Leam-la. inf. sch., 
for EC. BE, G. F. Winters: tR. Bowey & Son, Back 
Raby-st., | Newcastle-on-Tyne (subject to MOE 
approval). 

_Gateshead.—A new office block at the factory of 
Sigmunds Pumps, Ltd., Gateshead. The architects are 
York, Rosenberg & Mardall, FF&ARIBA, 2, Hyde 
Park-pl., Marble Arch, Bayswater-rd., London, W2: 
_— & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., Wallsend-on- 
yne. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
United Glass Bottle Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for re- 
construction and additions to their buildings at Old 
Shettleston-rd.: *P. & R. Fleming & Co., Ltd., Kelvin 
Works, Keith-st., Dumbarton-rd., Partick, Glasgow. 

Haverhill.—Erection of two shops, eight two-bed- 
room flats and seven garages in Beech-gr., on the 
Parkway housing estate. J. Myers, LRIBA, High-st.. 
Haverhill. 

J. S, Alderton & Co., Felstead and London.. £15,678 


T. J. Archer & Co., Ltd., Great Yeldham .. 15,164 
Bury Development Co.. Bury St. Edmunds 15.036 
Duncan, Cameron and Hutchinson, Braintree 14.972 
Rooke & Sons, Ltd.. Saffron Walde' 14.746 
Slater Bros., Glemsford <a 14,712 


*Holmes Bros., Saffron Walden a .. 14,296 
Hexham.—Erection of a bungalow at Dotland, Hex- 
ham, to cost about £7,000. Architects, W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. H. 

Newman & Sons, Hexham 
BE&S,~19, Tower-t. 


Apswich.— Works for CB. 
Fight houses, Chantry estate, *W. Haward, 129. 
Tuddenham-rd., Ipswich, £10,878. Eight flats, Ceme- 
terv-rd., *N. Vosper (Ipswich), Ltd., 212, Cauldwell 
Hall-rd.. Ipswich, £8,500. 

pKnighton.—Erection of 14 houses and site works at 
ontfaen site, Ludlow-rd., for UDC. S. N. Shrimpton 

m, architects, Knighton:— 
W. A. P. McColville. Ltd., Presteigne, Rad- 


Norshire . . = a ee .. £26,854 
J.C. McColville, Ludlow = Ae .. 25,020 
J. L. Griffiths & Co., Llandrindod Wells |. 24,136 


*T. eerie & ‘Sons, Knighton, Radnorshire 23,873 
-—Erection of Kirkby St. Laurence’s RC sch., 
nol gs (Phase II); *C. J. Doyle & Sons, Ltd., Liver- 
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Lanchester (Co. Durham).—Erection of five shops at 
Hamsteels, for RDC. Plans by S: *Direct Labour 
(work to start in April). 

Leeds.—Houses for TC:—80 at Swarcliffe estate: 
*Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Warrengate, Wakefield, 
£106,727; 76 at Stonebridge-la. estate: *West & Sons 
(Leeds), Ltd., 34, Lincoln-rd., Leeds, £100,649; 105 
at Beechwood estate: *Direct Labour, £132,725. 

Liverpool.—Erection of 22 dwellings at Elm-gr.: 
*Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 49, Hamilton-sq., 
Birkenhead (not as stated in our issue of March 12). 

Liverpool.—Following for EC:—Erection of Bank- 
field sec. mod. sch., Green-la.: *Tysons (Contractors), 
Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool 5, £119,938. Erection of 
Arnot-st. sec. mod. sch.: *Morrison & Sons, Ltd., 
Grange-ter., Liverpool 15, £109,547. Restoration and 
alterations at Beaufort-st. cty. prim.: *South End 
Builders & Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., Greig-st., 
£16,836.—Work for TC:—3,511 houses and 444 garages 
at Kirkby estate: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke 
Boulevard, Liverpool, £4,822,510. 22 dwellings at 
Smithdown Ward, Kirkby: *Unit Construction Co., 
Ltd., £34,495. 80 maisonettes at Boyd-st., Netherfield 
Ward: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £172,586. 

London.—New medical department building, for 
George Cohen, Son & Co., Ltd., at Wood-la., London, 
W12: *Frank R. Freeman, Ltd. 

qLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty. 

Falmouth: New jetty, John Garrett & Son, Ltd., 
Embankment-la., Prince Rock, Plymouth. Eglington, 
N. Ireland: One officer’s house, H. Platt, 33, Taylors- 
row, Coleraine, Northern Ireland. Milford Haven: 
Erection of workshops, Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 
Clarence-st., Wolverhampton.  Killingholme: Recon- 
struction and repairs to Dolphins, Sangwin, Ltd., 
Sculcoates-la., Hull. West Leigh: Office and laboratory 
buildings, R. J. Winnicott, Ltd., Copnor-rd., Ports- 
mouth. 

Faslane: Married quarters, Dougal & Cuwo., Ltd., 
Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton. Portsmouth: External 
treatment of corrugated iron and asbestos roof cladding 
to buildings, Bitumen Industries, Ltd., Farnham-rd., 
Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. Gosport: Oversite ex- 
cavation, E. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, 
Wiltshire. Wrabness: New concrete main road, May, 
Gurney & Co., Ltd., Trowse, Norwich. Bramcote: 
Construction of gymnasium floor, G. E. & W. Wincott, 
Ltd., 64, Coton-rd., Nuneaton. Culham: Cleaning 
down and repainting to Pentad hangars, Fields, Ltd., 
248, King’s-rd., Reading, Berks. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended March ]3. 

Building work: William Sindall. Ltd., Gloucester-st., 
Cambridge. Resurfacing work: W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., 
46, Broad-rd., Acocks Green, Birmingham, 27. Surface 
dressing work: Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co., Ltd., Steel House, Tothill-st., London, SW1. 
General maintenance work: Woodcock Marshall & 
Co., Ltd., 2, Westbourne Grove-mews, London, WII; 
Stanwell Crop Driers. Ltd., Horton-rd., Stanwell, 
Staines, Middlesex: Downing, Rudman & Bent, Ltd., 
Spanbourne-ave., Chippenham, Wilts. 

London (British Railways).—Contract placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways: 

Reconstruction of superstructure of Hall-la. Over- 
bridge between Barrow Hill and Killamarsh (West). 
*Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3. 
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LCC.— Erection of a cty. sec. sch. (St. Magnus com- 
prehensive high sch.) in Dacres-rd. and Bampton-rd., 
Lewisham South:— 


W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. £339,567 
Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd., Westminster 337,207 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 334,786 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. .. 326,682 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam .. 43 on oa - .. 325,894 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster... .. 321,417 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 318,524 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

minster ‘ a oe v4 311,954 
*E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 311,248 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £309,781. 


LCC.—Erection of cty. sec. sch. in Sedgehill-rd., 
Lewisham South:— : 


G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. £546,145 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam ne as “ : . 542,749 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 538,074 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham .. 537,231 


Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster. . 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 526,943 


Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington 525,555 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 522,774 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley i es oa» Sapte 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 519,648 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 505,771 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £525,518. 

LCC.—Adaptations and repairs to provide accom- 
modation for 140 students at Cadogan Court hotel, 
Queen’s Gate-gdns., Kensington:— 


Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington .. £35,120 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney 34,256 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 33,821 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn.. 33,573 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. 32,475 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 32,445 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 30,358 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £31,985. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:—Ext., repairs and redecorations 
at Wapping Police Stn.: *J. Appleby & Sons, Ltd., 
£640. Int. redecorations at Richmond Police Stn.: 
*Middlesex Paint Craftsman, £635. Erection of 10 
mais. and four flats at Blackheath Hill: *W. E. & S. 
Rumph, Ltd., £41,509. 

{London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended March 6: 

London: Admiralty, Whitehall, SW1, Renewal of 
asphalte roofs, areas and balconies, Natural Rock 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., 361, Goswell-rd., London, EC1:; 


HM Custom House, London, EC3, grouting river 
wall, John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Byng-st. Gate, 
Millwall Dock, El4. Berkshire: Broadmore Institu- 


tion, Crowthorne, Berks, new building for occupa- 
tional therapy, John C. Sargeant, Ltd., St. Andrews 
Works, Bracknell, Berks. Kirkcudbrightshire : 
Academy-st., Castle Douglas, erection of telephone 
exchange, Robison & Davidson, Ltd., St. Catherine’s 
Gate, Annan-rd., Dumfries. 

Lancashire: Fulwood telephone exchange, Lytham- 
rd., Fulwood, Preston, erection of lateral extension, 
Thomas Croft & Sons, Ltd., Holme Slack Works, 
Blackpool-rd., Preston. Lincolnshire: MAF _Insti- 
tute, Kirton, Lincs., alterations and adaptations to 
laboratories, J. T. Barber & Son, 40, Hessle-ave., 
Boston, Lincs. Surrey: Ministry of Agriculture. re- 
search laboratory, New Haw, Weybridge, Surrey, 
construction of brooder house and dog kennels, E. 
Clarke & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., Sayes Court. 
Liberty-la.. Addlestone, Surrey. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended March 6:— 

Perthshire: Building, James Miller & Partners, Ltd., 
Edinburgh 2. Leicestershire: Renewal steam instal- 
lation, Wm. Freer, Ltd., Leicester. Yorkshire: Road 
construction, F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. Berk- 
shire: Painting and decorating, Arundel (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Bradford. 

Wiltshire: Demolition work, Charles Griffiths, Ltd., 
London, E6. Kent: Painting, C. J. Else & Co., Ltd.. 
Matlock. Hertfordshire : Miscellaneous, Davey 
Estates, Ltd., Boreham Wood. Cheshire: Renewal of 
floors, Wm. Vernon & Son, Ltd., Chester. 

MCC.—Extensions to Downer sec. gram. sch., 
Harrow: *H. Pickrill, Ltd., £21,006. Erection of 
Kilburn sec. mod. sch., Willesden: *J. Lawson & Co., 
Ltd., £177,894. Alterations to existing buildings at 
Southall tech. col.: *Ferris Bros., £4,827. 

MCC.—Erection of the Tottenham Markfield sec. 
mod. sch.: tThomas & Edge, Ltd., £181,594 (sub- 
ject to MOE approval). 

MCC.—Erection of the Heriots Wood sec. gram. 
sch. for girls, Harrow: tW. S. Try, Ltd., £184,650 
(amended tender recommended for acceptance subject 
to MOE approval). 

Montgomeryshire.—Erection of the new modern 
tech. sch. at Newton: *Jones & Leach, Ltd., builders, 
Newtown, £167.402. 

Morecambe.—Construction of new central conveni- 
ences, for TC: *Heysham Building Co,, Ltd., Middle- 
ton-rd., Heysham. Erection of six houses and flats at 
Branksome-dr. estate, for TC: *Wm. Huddleston & 
Sons (Morecambe), Ltd., Back Sefton-rd., Morecambe, 
£14,558. 

Morpeth.—Erection of six houses at Widdrington 
Stn., for RDC: *A. R. Robertson, East Park View, 
Blyth, £8.896. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd., 
Engineers, Heaton, Newcastle-on-Tyne, have started 
the erection of a workshop 80 ft. high for the construc- 
tion of very large turbo-generators. The cost will be 
about £500.000: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate 
Grange, Newcastle. 

Northallerton.—Erection of 32 houses at Romanby, 
for RDC. Architects, Brierley, Syme & Leckenby, 
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Lendal, York: *W. Thompson (Contractors), Ltd., Baths, for BC: *Simcock & Usher, Ltd., St. Leonard’s- Sidecliffe-rd., Sunderland, for the Inland Reveny:. 

North End, Northallerton. rd., Northampton, £8,442. *T. E. Graham, St. Paul’s-rd., Tatham-st., Sunder. 
Northampton.—Construction of Far Cotton Slipper Rochdale.—Canteen, Ann-st., for St. John’s RC land. ’ 

sch., for CBC. W. H. G. Mercer, BSc (Tech.), Tutbury (Staffs).—Six houses at Barton Gate, 

AMICE, BS: *J. Hobson & Sons, Ltd., Newark-st. houses and eight flats at Short-la., Barton-under-Neg, 

Works, Nottingham. wood, and six houses and eight flats at Festival-r4 
Rothwell.—Ten houses at Wood-la., for UDC. R. Braunstone, for RDC: *Drury & Co.. Ltd., fy 

Easdale & Son, architects, County-chbrs., Bradley-st., Grange, Wigston Fields, Leicester, £72,087 














. Castleford: *F. Clough. Twickenham House, West Upavon (Wilts).—New water main and addition 
= :«COArdsiley. nr. Wakefield, Yorkshire, £42,146. road works. *Beric, Ltd., 131, Bargates, Christchurch 
St. Marylebone.—Erection of Block 7 (28 flats) on Hants. ; 
the Townshend estate: *Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., 75, Ventnor.—Pierhead superstructure, for UDC. Bay 
Uxbridge-rd., Ealing, W5, £64,347. L. Phelps, architect, 85, High-st., Shanklin: *Bradiny 
Sedgley.—69 houses at Monument-la. site, for UDC: & Blundetl, Ltd., Grange-rd., Shanklin, £16,400, 
*Tomlinson Bros. (Sedgley), Ltd., Bilston-st., Sedgley. Wakefield.—Erection of Thornes House, Bilaterj 


Sheffield.—Following for EC:—Erection of Silverdale sec. sch., for EC: *W. Dunk & Sons, Ltd., Peels 
ae. sch.: rae oo ——. of — —. — ‘ lai ’ 
Ouse sec. sch.: . - innegan iO. Dta., allasey.—Erection of a combined clinic at Wate. 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Sheffield, £187,435. Alts. and improvements at Whitby- st., for TC: *J. L. Rawthorne & Co., Belvedere Sa 
rd. cty. sch.: *Hill & Roberts, Ltd., £5,019. Alts. and mills, Wallasey. — 
improvements at Maltby-st. cty. sch.: *Hill & Roberts, Wigan.—Erection of first phase of new stand at Cep. 
Ltd., £3,512.—Houses for TC:—144 at Greenhill/ tral Park, for Wigan Rugby Football Club: *Naylor ¢ 
Bradway estate: *W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., £166,125; Walkden, Ltd. : : 
six at Brushes estate, 14 at Stubbing estate, and two at Worksop.—10 houses at Kilton Hill estate, for Tc 
Parson Cross estate: *T. V. Simpson, Sheffield, £9,029, ~~ Ltd., 11, Wingfield-ave., Work. 
sop, £12,081. 


£18,953, and £2,951. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of 59 flats in two blocks at —. 
the Geffrye estate: *Walter Lawrence & Sons, Ltd., 
£115,250. 


Stockport.—Erection of new RC sec. mod. sch. at 


Nangreave-rd., for RC Diocese of Shrewsbury. Archi- HOUSES ARE 

tects, Reynolds & Scott, Manchester: *Vessey, Ltd., 

Marple, Cheshire, £124,000. HEAPER WARMER 
Sunderland.—Erection of 153 houses on the Grindon AND 


Village estate, for TC. BA, H. C. Bishop, Grange 





























House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L. W. Evans, Ltd., BUILT WITH 
Norfolk-st., Sunderland. 
Sunderland.—Reconstruction of Trimdon-st. Bridge, 
5 U : L D F R S for TC. BE, J. E. Lewis, 27, Fawcett-st., Sunderland: B R 0 A p * A C oT ESO N 
WITH OLD OR NBW i 
FLOORS | Bsucuigys 
SE 37 A and consult 
ondon Region — reas 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 


*Direct Labour, £20,000. 
; Sunderland.—Extensive adaptations for offices in MeoW-wol: 3-7-0. an Rem :) @olel Cu 
THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY ra 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION STEEL- CRETE 
ercacmcrwrecmiram mm THE ESSEX STEEL 
ENROL NOW Inspect one that has withstood nergy 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS CRADLES 
pe eee eer CI Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 : 
Tel.: Temple Bar 3625 | toN GHTON E=oF x : 


























Basle Boyle's eve. Ventilator 
SECRETARY, } WOOD BLOCK 


26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 OVER TWO MILLION IN US 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) — FLOORS 
Telegrams: ‘EFEMBE, Holb., London” ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


The Address of your Branch Secretary VENTILATING ENGINEERS ion or 
3 will be forwarded. 98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 Victoria Works, 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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